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U -S- ann °unc#s sanctions on Beijing 

Washington (AFP i ... 

Uons against a»; , Urmcd Suio imposed economic ta «■ 

““«*e technology So sJSSS** eonC ^ diB * ,hal had soU 

Slate vk>Ut»on of an internal wnaJ agreement. 

**£«?* ** utK.^ hatred 

Ministry, from mJ,. **“1! *** !lJ Research 

measures Wednesdav ma 5^ 1, ® e 5 rn 8 waa notified trf tnc 

million in cSSS^aS^S 0 ^ 0041 9^”* fuw S4,i0 10 *=® 

China of aelIing^kS^^i^f an - , S? - JJ£‘ ° fficiali ’f«n«*»y accused 
missile tccfanoloJ^^ «■ 1 ^«luKripgy in vioUuoo of the 

aimed at Uouiinftk V* *** '"fro-aona*. guidelines is 

missiles with a maate : «taied equipment, ft bars sales of 

than 500 kitasiJ^?* l * ian X** kilometres or a payload of more 

equipped J? * rtB SC*f W» kilometres and can be 

thL' arT™ viSSSf £****■ ^S" “* ***“ WMedly have w.d 

(S« carttcr Story oa page 7) 



An tnaependeni Arat> pohiical aatiy pubhsr 

■yC^i* **••»//* <ji-siaH Jc ii^JbJyu jj 


Foundation 

ft 


Arabs say Israel a permanent threat 

ABU DHABI (AFP) — The Arab League has accused Israel of aceuirtr. : 
nuclear weapons and believes tbc Jewish slate prawn:* a permanent 
threat w Arab countries, a United Arab Emirates (LAE) neurspapr: 
reponed Wednesday. The semi-official Al luihad primed uhai it eal!,-.* ;. 
copy of a confidential study by the Cairo-based Arab League secretariat 
entitled “An Arab military strategy in face of military threats aiMin^t :hv 
Arab Nation." It quoted the study as saying: The continuation jf f,rer“* 
occupation of Arab land, its refusal to implement intemationai resolutl.-.',^ 
and its acquisition of weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear 
arms, constitute a continuous threat to Arab countries. Another rI-7- 
emanates from the influx of (Jewish) immigrants to Israel from all p^n: ,•> 
ihe world as their number has reached 770.0ft) since 19S9. This is cj*.".V _' 
with its continuation in building settlements in defiance of du iu-iu 
Geneva agreements and the U.N. Security Council Resolution 4r*.'" ^ ■’re- 
calls on Israel to hall settlements and dismantle those under corvine- 
lion." It said Israel had built 144 settlements in the cccupj.-J v” 1 . 
territories, accommodating 98.755 people. The study, accord^’ ... ,\, 
.luihad, acknowledged Israel's superiority in both conventional *■: j other 
weapons. 
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ii on .1 * Assad resumes talks 
="« JS wit h Kuwait emir 

•comij* • ' 

in ^ L 1 ? DAMASCUS (R) - Syrian Pres- 
* e C ' ' Hafez Al Assad held a 
.«****& Wednesday 
•d. *«. w,t ^ 1 the emtr of Kuwait who had 

Uo«,-i n - * rerumed from a short visit to 
geiher r .‘, ru i- a . P res iriential spokesman 
: do J JI • sa,d - Tal fcs between the two lead- 
■4l»n|?^ cra were 


Hen 


expected to focus on 
Kuwaiti investments, bilateral 
Arab affairs. A previous 
‘ v closed door meeting between Mr. 




A*. 


ter f.-r Assad and the emir. Sheikh Jaber 

jc j 

’‘ime ^" 4t ‘ Lebanon Tuesday after raiirt 


ff.,L .Tv. ^ citui, aneiKn aaoer 
i-. 1 ®*-* Al Ahmad Al Sabah, took place 
7 ft. Sunday. The emir ended his visit 


■ r ,9^7 Lebanese officials. 

£"5^ Heavy casualties In 
wa -iiV' Kandahar fighting 

an re imtffc. 

Piht^ ISLAMABAD (R) — Fierce 
^ 0rts,#: b,;. fighting in Afghanistan's sourh- 
, '' cr ^ innjjl cm province of Kandahar has left 
^etsmj .some 130 people dead and over 
Japan’; m/300 injured, tne official Assod- 
hcld ated Press of Pakistan (APP) said 
re ’'wvcjrt Wednesday. Thousands of people 
v oid in, l were fleeing the area as a n.r”lt of 
'* d'Khjrj. l be clashes between Hezb-e- 
ponef; ri- ^ arn * forces of Afghan Premier 
W' l JuIbuddin Hekmatyar and 
‘Clcviinj ."^hniat-e-Islami supponers of 
'ut “i Jr President Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
^ AFP ' r »“ 




said. The agency quoted 


,jj ;; reports reaching Quetta, provin- 
o re;^ » c ‘ a * of south-western 

Baluchistan province bordering 
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— Britidi^ 
laior. cr.' 
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t tut a, 
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on Kandahar, but no confirma- 
tion was available for Afghan 
.sources here. 


U.S. will not 
check Chinese ship 
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ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
U.S. Navy in the Gulf will stay 
away as Saudi authorities inspect 
a Chinese ship suspected of car- 
rying chemical weapons ingre- 
dients for Iran, a Qung se A'w or 
mat said Wednesday. X*m$ W 
ranking Chinese delegatioli ar- 
rived in Saudi Arabia on Wednes- 
day and was due to go to the 
eastern port of Dammam, where 
the 21, 000-tonne Yinhe was ex- 
li-j. h£ es'eo 10 (fayfc.tote Wednesd ay. 
4 vv Delta tr > Th ® vcssel ** inspected by 
' Saudi Arabia and the Chinese 

!f ‘ d ^ delegation will be present,” Zhai 
information attache at the 
- Chinese embassy in Riyadh, told 
r '.r*‘~ AFP by telephone. Asked 
‘l" whether the U.S Navy, which has 
. CS m£ been shadowing the Yinhe, 

° .vT would join the infection, he 
iSi pa • jjfijj. »»j dQ ^ think so. The 
K* vn f\ agreement is that Saudi Arabia 
15 will cany out the inspection." He 
neonate declined to elaborate on the 
agreement. 
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Islamic group claims 
suicide attack 


CAIRO (AFP) — A Muslim 
militant claimed during a court 
ii- reh ‘ r ^. appearance here Wednesday that 
Two membere of his organisation 

rRjriile 1 - - ■■ 


;o Jf7i .. carried out a 
4W3 4%tb|g wounded 


suicide bombing 

- ...ri -*vw» Egyptian in- 

ji :onip^ te g or minister last week. During 
did a military court appearance by 47 
i ini- 15 v '. Islamic militants a c cused of fenrm- 
b!?®*'. ing a revolutionary organisation, 
u'y? i* oue of the accused shouted out 
„ c? its 9 ' that the organisation, Taiaeb Al 
vrar: ^ ' Fatah (the Vanguard of the Con* 
■ pT je{. .tC quest), carried out the attack last 


***?:■ 
,unpj r 

•liens 

nfSfl * 11 ■ 

ua&L 

tat t^‘. 

k e PK 

, t r’l^' 
- 


Wednesday in which five people 
were killed. While his concerned 
shielded him to protect his identi- 
ty ^ the man said that Nazih Noshi 
Rashed and Diaaeddin Hafez, 
named last week by police as the 
attackers, had embarked on a 
suicide attack to try to kill the 
minister. The accused also 
claimed that Mr. Rashed, himself 
sought by the police to stand trial 
with the others, was the head of 
Talaeh Al Faiah’s military wing. 


23» Israeli sneaks 
: ctiy ,a 8 into Jordan 


isit 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Israel asked Jordan to return 
an .'Israeli who stole across the 
border, apparently seeking 
adventure, a foreign ministry 
spokeswoman said Wednesday. 
We are now working on arrange- 
ments to return him here,'* she 
said. Ofir Axelrod, 23, was mis- 
sing from his Tel Aviv home for 
.10 days before his parents sus- 
u«jr pected he went to Jordan. Israeli 
if?' ,.-> r mW ji a quoted his mother saying 
the had spoken in the past about 
visiting the niins of Petra, the 
ancient Nabatean capital. Israel 
and Jordan are officially at war. 
Petra, carved in red stone, holds 


j alitf V 

ffi 


■ . 


a* 3 ^ f. sm allurp for Israeli youths, some 


10 rtife ^f whom have died trying to 
? r » e V>, r*vh it. In recent years the gov- 
V eSments of the two countries 
have cooperated in returning the 
ti adventurers. 


Arafat concludes visit, 
heads for crucial talks 


By P.V. Vivek&nand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Yasser Arafai, fac- 
ing a mounting rebellion in 
Palestinian ranks against his lead- 
ership of the Palesnne Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), left Amman 
for Tunis Yesterday to attend a 
crucial meeting of his organisa- 
tion. 

Mr. Arafat, who arrived here 
Tuesday and held talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein and Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Al Majaii. 
huddled with his close aides fur 
most of Wednesday plotting 
strategy to counter the increasing 
calls for his resignation as PLO 
chairman. Palestinian sources 
said. 

The dosed -door consultations 
appeared to have been focused 
on three different levels: The 
internal PLO crisis itself, the 
chaotic state of PLO finances and 
Jordanian-Palestinian differences 
on tactics in the 21 -month -old 
Middle East peace process. 

The political crisis stemmed 
from what many Palestinians see 
as the autocratic approach of Mr. 
Arafat to the peace process. Two 
prominent member: of the 18- 
man PLO Executive Committee, 
veteran Shafiq Al Hout and re- 
nowned poet Mahmoud Darwish, 
have suspended their mem- 
bership, and a third, independent 
Abdullah Hourani, was believed 
to be contemplating a similar 
move in Tunis (see pages 2 
and 10) 

The PLO officials as well as 
some of the negotiators them- 
selves have complained over Mr. 
Arafat's handling of the peace 
process and what they see as 
continued Palestinian concessions 
in the negotiations, which have 
not made any real progress so far. 

Also under fire is Mr. Arafat’s 
sole control of PLO finances, 
which, in any event, have been 
dwindling since the Gulf crisis of 
1990, when the oil-rich Gulf 
states suspended their assistance 
in retaliation for the PLO support 
for Iraq (see page 2). 

One of the key people meeting 
with Mr. Arafat here Wednesday 
was Abdul Majeed Shoman, 
chairman of the Arab Bank, who 
handles most cf PLO investments 
and finances. Informed sources 


said Mr. Arafat was appealing 
through Mr. Shoman, a member 
of tile Palestine National Council 
(PNC), to rich Palestinians to 
step in and help with the financial 
crisis. 

Mr. Arafat's problems 
appeared lo mount Tuesday alter 
King Hussein implicitly criticised 
him for not consulting Jordan 
prior to expressing acceptance of 
an 'Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied Gaza Strip and the West 
Bank town of Jericho. As port of 
an interim Palestinian self-rule 
arrangement. 

Comments made by Prime 
Minister Majali after a round of 
talks with Mr. Arafat Tuesday 
also indicated that the meeting 
between King Hussein and the 
PLO chairman earlier in the day 
had not settled the differences in 
full. 

Dr. Majali said: "The informa- 
tion on wldi an offer i& still not 
concrete. So, to make a concrete 
decision, you have to have full 
information. 

"Otherwise, you arc treating 
things the morphine type. Mor- 
phine does not cure. Proper 
understanding of the problems 
makes the cure.” 

On his talks with the PLO 
chairman, the prime minister 
said: 

“In such. meetings, we try to 
put all points on the table and we 
try to anaylse the negative and 
positive elements ot every point." 

"However, if we can make 
these stands absolutely one stand 
we do it. Otherwise we at least 
appreciate ... other people's 
point o i views." 

Mr. Arafat was specifically 
asked whether the King discussed ■ 
with him the so-called Gaza- 
Jericho option. 

He said: "We have discussed 
all the proposals. We function as 
one team, not two." 

Describing his talks with the 
King as “very warm, constructive 
and very important,” the PLO 
chairman added: "We hope to 
continue with the same attitude 
for the sake of our people. We 
have brotherly relations with Jor- 
dan. The Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians are one people..." 

Visiting Mr. Arafat at the resi- 
dence of the Palestinian ambassa- 


dor here was former Prime Minis- 
ter Taher Al Masri. fuelling spe- 
culation that ihe former Amman 
deputy, who enjoys the confi- 
dence of King Hussein, was 
trying to heal the differences. Mr. 
Masri could not be reached for 
immediate comment. 

Palestinian negotiator Sacb 
Erakat, who arrived here from 
the West Bank earlier on 
Wednesday, also mired Mr. Ara- 
fat. 

Dr. Erakat. who had said prior 
to his departure from the occu- 
pied territories that he would 
discuss issues related to the next 
round of peace talks, was one of 
three Palestinian delegates who 
had threatened to resign in pro- 
test against Mr. Arafat's accept- 
ance of American conditions in 
the peace process without con- 
sulting the negotiators. The res- 
ignation crisis was solved under 
an arrangement which guarantees 
consultations with the peace 
talks. 

Mr. Arafat, who had met with 
several Amman-based members 
of the PNC, also held a meeting 
with members of the Fateh Cen- 
tral Committee. Panidpants in 
the meeting included Intissar Al 
Wazir, widow of assassinated 
PLO military commander and 
Fateh founder Khalil Al Wazir 
and head of the PLO's welfare 
fund which has been badly hit by 
the financial crunch of the orga- 
nisation. 

Others attending the meeting 
included Dr. Erakat and Nabil 
Amer, the former Palestinian 
representative in Moscow. 

Mr. Arafat, accompanied by 
Mrs. Wazir, took time off from 
crisis talks to visit oiling PNC 
Speaker Sheikh Abdul Hamid 
Sayeh, who announced his res- 
ignation several months ago. 

Sheikh Sayeh, who is bedrid- 
den. has indicated that his deci- 
sion, which he attributed to ill- 
health as well as opposition to the 
course of the peace talks and 
Palestinian concessions, was final 
and that he would not change his 
mind. 

Palestinian observers say the 
resignation of Sheikh Sayeh came 
as a shock to the PLO chairman 
since the elderly PNC speaker 
was considered one of his staunch 
supporters and confidantes. 


Sheikh 
indicted in 
New York 
bombing 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman was in- 
dicted Wednesday in the World 
Trade Centre blast that killed six 
people. 

He is also accused of plotting to 
blow up other New York City 
landmarks including the United 
Nations, according to an indict- 
ment released here. 

The indictment also charges 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman and three 
fellow defendants of conspiring to 
kill Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak during a planned trip to 
the United States. 

Al Sayyid Nosair, accused of 
killing radical Rabbi Meir 
Kahanc, was indicted in connec- 
tion with the plot, according to 
the indictment. 

More than 150 police officers 
were assembled to provide secur- 
ity when the indictment was re- 
leased, with trucks packed with 
barricades lined the streets in 
front of the courthouse. An attor- 
ney for Abdul Rahman said she 
was surprised by the indictment. 

"I don’t think there's any basis 
to indict him,” she said. Author- 
ities brought the charges based on 
tape-recordings of conversations 
made by an informant, officials 
said. 

Eleven alleged followers of the 
deric have already been charged 
with planning to destroy New 
York landmarks. Others have 
been charged in the February 
bombing of the World Trade 
Centre. 

The deric preached at mosques 
in Brooklyn and Jersey Gty. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman has 
been held since July 2 when he 
surrendered to U.S. authorities 
seeking him in connection with 
the World Trade Centre bomb- 
ina. 


Palestinians, Israelis 
fear PLO fall-out 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian and 
Israeli leaders voiced fears 
Wednesday that fall-out from the 
unprecedented Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) crisis 
will upset the Middle East peace 
talks which resume in Washing- 
ton next Tuesday. 

Faisal Husseini, the top leader 
in rhe occupied territories, 
warned that the Palestinians 
would break off negotiations 
rather than be forced into conces- 
sions because of the emergency 
facing the PLO. 

*‘lf there is an idea that by 
financial pressure we will go to 
the negotiating table weakened, 
no,” Mr. Husseini told AFP, _ 

"More pressure on us will 
mean less flexibility," warned 
Mr.. Husseini, chief of the Palesti- 
nian' delegation to the talks. 

"Such pressure ... will stop the 
whole peace process," he said. If 
the Israelis tried to exploit the 
crisis to win concessions, ’ the 
Palestinians could pull out of the 
talks, he said. 

A Senior Israeli official to the 
negotiations said: "We believe 
that the Palestinian delegation 
will come to Washington but it 
will be smaller than usual because 
of the financial crisis flnd will 
have trouble negotiating because 
of the political crisis." 

Mr. Husseini goes to Tunis 
Thursday to see Chairman Yasser 
Arafat on the PLO’s internal 
divisions and cash crisis. The 
PLO Executive Committee is to 
meet in the Tunisian capital the 
same day following the resigna- 
tions of two leading members and 
a call for Mr. Arafat to stand 
down. 

- The Israeli official, who asked 
not to be named, concluded: "All 
this will inevitably delay the 
talks." 

Housing Minister Binyamin 
Eliezer added: "We are not hap- 
py about this crisis. We would 
prefer the Palestinian side in the 
peace process to be united." 


Mr. Husseini admitted the 
financial squeeze brought about 
by a drastic reduction in funding 
from Gulf states threatened PLO 
institutions in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip (sec page 2) and called 
for international aid. 

"The world must create an 
urgent budget for us to £,o on 
covering our institutions till the 
moment that authority will be 
transferred to us and we will start 
collecting our own taxes and cus- 
toms," Mr. Husseini said. 

But Mr. Husseini remained de- 
fiant; “If we wifi find ourselves in 
a position that we will be under 
pressure, forced to accept some- 
thing that we don’t want, simply 
we will leave this responsibility to 
other forces within the Palesti- 
nian people." 

He said he meant those 
opposed to the process such as 
the Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas. 

"The aim is not the peace 
process, the aim is comprehen- 
sive peace," Mr. Husseini said. 

The 11th round of bilateral 
discussions is due to start in 
Washington on Aug. 31. 

Labour Deputy Ephraim Snch, 
a dose advisor to Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, commented: "If 
the Palestinian crisis deepens, 
Israel runs the risk of not having 
anyone to talk to.” 

Mr. Rabin noted on Tuesday 
that the finandal trouble had 
weakened the PLO in the occu- 
pied territories where Hamas was 
assuming a greater social role. 

But he predicted the crisis 
would Wow over. "It’s their prob- 
lem, let them fight. 1 think that in 
the end they will come to an 
agreement,” 

He said one of the main politic- 
al differences between the 
Palestinian delegation and the 
PLO in Tunis was Mr. Arafat's 
"Gaza and Jericho first” call. 

Members of the delegation fear 
Palestinian control over the Gaza 

(Continued on page 2) 



King and Qaboos 
continue summit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein and Sujtan Qaboos 
Ben Sa'id of Oman continued 
talks Wednesday in Oman on 
ways and means to restore Arab 
solidarity. Jordan Television re- 
ported. 

The two leaders also reviewed 
the latest developments in the 
Arab and international scenes 


and efforts to unify Arab ranks, it 
said. 

Sulran Qaboos and King Hus- 
sein, who arrived in the Omani 
summer capital of Salalah on 
Tuesday on a three-day visit, also 
discussed the Middle East peace 
process and further consolidating 
Jordanian -Omani relations. 


Majali expects pe 
breakthrough in 1 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Al Majali 
Wednesday expressed optimism 
over the 21-month-old Arab- 
Israeli peace talks and said he 
expected a breakthrough in the 
negotiations by the end of the 
year. 

In an interview with the 
Lebanese Al Mustaqbal Televi- 
sion, Dr. Majali said, there was a 
noticeable encouragement by the 
co-sponsors of the peace process 
(o realise progress in the negotia- 
tions. 

He said he had assurances from 
American President Bill Clinton 
and Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher that progress would 
be achieved, but said “there are 
certain complications that require 
time to be overcome." 

Dr. Majali stressed Jordan's 
commitment to a comprehensive 
solution and ruled out any sepa- 
rate agreement on the Jordanian- 
Israeli track if progress is not 
achieved on the Palestinian, Sy- 
rian and Lebanese tracks of talks 
with tbe Jewish state. 
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In an answer to 
the implications of \' r .j 
discovered plot ag-v.-s: - .r-- o: 
His Majesty Kins? ri-j»v.:- .ir.J ::: 
relation to the Is!an::c Lit' 

Party (ILP). whirh b-.-'.-i:'. >n '.hi: 

overthrowing of ali A 

and replacing them S c.-hr-.t. 
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function in the " 

“Fortur.ateiy 
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plot before its ta:;:nc 
said. 

On the recent tc.rr.'iiu.ts-.-ni of 
the Election Law. C : r.j.d 

that it was no: a: 

particular party or re; :.ta : 

it was a norma: procedure :o be 
adopted at this tin:. - e.w.c 
equality among 

He said the" am-, nan :v::; v. _»s 
introduced bec.-U.-r :cr.T.er 
Election Law w.w 
al. He said rh.:( t.u- 
Constitution git; ranter:- ctu.-I 
rights for all cit^rni cf 

sex, race or relisior. 


PLO officials say Israel is willing 
Gaza-Jericho 6 mixed-model’ propc 
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By Wafa Amr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israel has sent 
clear signals it would seriously 
consider withdrawing from the 
occupied Gaza Strip and West 
Bank town of Jericho as pan of 
the proposed Palestinian self- 
rule in the occupied territories, 
highly-informed Palestinian 
sources said Wednesday. 

"There will be two types of 
withdrawals: the withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho and the with- 
drawal of Israeli military rule 
from the rest of the occupied 
territories." a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official said. 

The official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, and 
other PLO sources also said 
the organisation had received 
"positive signals" to this effect 
from the Israeli government 
and consider them as possible 
breakthrough and progress in 
the peace talks because they 
indicated a shift from previous 
Israeli positions. 

The sources did not spell out 
the nature of the "signals" or 
who conveyed them, but it was 
believed rriat senior Israeli offi- 
cials who have clandestinely 
met with PLO officials in re- 
cent weeks were the couriers. 

"A few months back, rhe 
Israelis were ready to offer 
Palestinians self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip only. Then they 
accepted a complete pullout 
from the Strip," said the PLO 


official. "Their latest position 
is withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip as well as Jericho." 

The so-called Gaza-Jericho 
first option, or the “mixed 
model,” was first floated as an 
idea after the ninth round 
Israeli-Arab bilateral peace 
talks in April/May after the 
negotiations snagged over the ^ 
issue of Jerusalem and the ex- 
tent of Palestinian jurisdiction 
during the interim five-year 
self-rule period. 

It was presented as a formal 
proposal in a Palestinian docu- 
ment handed over to U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in Jerusalem dur- 
ing his regional trip this month. 

The proposal is based on the 
implementation of "final sta- 
tus" arrangements in Gaza and 
Jericho while simultaneously 
carrying out interim arrange- 
ments in the West Bank 
according to the "mixed mod- 
el," there will be two parallel 
Palestinian authority systems: 
One interim self-government 
in tbe West Bank and another 
fully administered by the PLO 
in Gaza and Jericho. 

Under this formula, the West Bank 
and the areas including the 
Gaza Snip and Jericho will be 
merged as a single territorial 
unit after the five-year interim 
period, the sources said. 

The idea was proposed to 
allay Palestinian concerns 
stemming from the absence of 
dear definition of “permanent- 
status” arrangements for the 
occupied territories and the 


lack of clarity of the final 
objectives of the peace talks. 

Palestinians wanted to know 
in advance of the features of 
"final status” because they 
feared that the interim 
arrangement will be the “final 
status.” 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, a proponent of the idea, 
had not elaborated on the 
proposal until this week in 
Amman when he said that the 
PLO rejected the Israeli con- 
cept of the Gaza-Jericho plan 
which was based on offering 
autonomy to Palestinians in 
the two areas. Palestinians de- 
mand total withdrawal from 
the two areas, he said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin said Tuesday that 
Israel would not object to 
accelerating the transfer of au- 
thority process and withdraw- 
ing Israeli forces from the 
Gaza Scrip. 

"We have only recently re- 
ceived signals that Israel is 
willing to withdraw from Gaza 
and Jericho," said the PLO 
official. "The issue was also 
under study by the Israeli fore- 
ign ministry and the foreign 
affairs committee of the Israeli 
parliament." 

"There is reason for optim- 
ism," he said. 

Other sources said the U.S., 
which bad initially rejecred the 
proposal as impractical and a 
departure from the original 
terms of reference of the peace 
process, has now started to 
think that the idea might 
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.achieve the Jrsired break- 
through before the end of this 
year. 

They said the initial Palesti- 
nian perception of the plan 
includes a clear and sa: timet- 
able for the withdrawal of the 
Israeli army from the Gaza 
Strip and from Jericho town, 
making tri'.ve:?! strange men: i 
with U.N. participator* orj 
under U.N. supervision for 
crossing point (Gaza-Epypt 1 
and Jericho-Jordan). It would j 
also include establishing air 
and land corridors for the free ! 
movement of people and 
goods. 

The U.N. will take over the 
responsibility for running the 
areas concerned for a specific 
period in a capacity of tran- 
sitional caretaker. 

An international emergency/ 
construction fund should be 
established to set up infrastruc- 
ture and development projects 
in Gaza and Jericho, under the 
plan. 

Elections for a local govern- 
ment will have to be carried 
out under U.N. supervision 
after which the world body will 
formally transfer its responsi- 
bility over to the PLO and its ! 
relevant bodies a: rhe end of I 
the specified trar.^itionni i 
period. [ 

Simultaneously, the interim ; 
period will begin in the We?: 
Bank with an immediate sec- 
tion of an Palestirian-eiecrcd ! 
authority to which the powers | 

(Continued on peye V- 


Islamists’ decision on polls due to 



By Nemreen Murad 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamic Ac- 
tion Front (IAF) is expected 
this weekend to vote in favour 
of participation in the Nov. 8 
national elections after a week 
of infighting, and some con- 
tacts with the government, 
over the newly-announced 
one -person, one-vote electoral 
formula. 

The IAF leadership had de- 
layed the show-down with its 
120-cons ultadve council (ma- 
jlis al shura) until tonight in the 
hope that the postponement 
would give its members lime to 
"cool down" after the initial 
anger over the introduction of 
the new temporary law. 

The tactic may well work 
since the majlis is expected to 
vote against boycott of the 
elections, but only after heated 
debate. The IAF had led an 
uproarious campaign against 
the replacement of the old 
bloc-voting Election Law with 
a one-person, one-vote system 
because it threatened to 
attenuate their strength in the 
12th Parliament. The Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, the 
backbone of the lAF, was able 
to win 23 seats in the 1989 
elections but is not expected to 
secure more than 17 seats after 


tbe change. 

Initial strong opposition to 
the new law, among IAF mem- 
bers as well as other political 
panics, dwindled considerably 
after His Majesty King Hus- 
sein put his weight behind the 
government's decision to 
change the law in an address to 
the nation on Aug. 17. 

At the time, lAF sources 
said that the group has found 
itself divided over the inter- 
pretation of ai least one pas- 
sage in the speech in which the 
King made a direct reference 
to the front and called on it to 
live up to its name. 

The "moderates" among the 
IAF leaders said that the direct 
reference to tbe front led them 
to believe that the King was 
appealing to the LAF not to 
boycott the elections and 
assuring the group of his recog- 
nition of its political weight. 

Since then, the moderates 
said they needed support from 
official circles to influence the 
"hawkish" elements within the 
front, who interpreted the 
King’s speech as a direct threat 
aimed at making them fall in 
line. 

The postponement in taking 
a final decision to contest the 
elections was apparently aimed 
at giving the government and 
the front time to work out an 


agreement which could be used 
to sway the vote of the shura 
council members in favour of 
participation. 

Although not officially con- 
firmed. well-placed sources 
now say that such contacts 
have taken place both with the 
government of Dr. Abdul 
Salam Majali as well as others 
close to the Royal Court. 

The sources, while not will- 
ing to reveal the exact details 
of the meetings, said that the 
government only reluctantly 
entered the dialogue, since “it 
was confident that the Islamists 
had no other practical options 
before them." 

IAF sources would not con- 
firm their meetings with the 
government, hinting only that 
they had a meeting with poli- 
tical personalities who are 
"closer to the Royal Court.” 
They did not reveal the details 
of their meetings but appeared 
satisfied that the moderate 
wing has been strengthened 
ahead of tonight's vote. 

The consultative council, 
elected in December 1992, is 
largely composed of Muslim 
Brotherhood members, and a 
few independent Islamists with 
close ties to the movement. 
Most of its members are consi- 
dered “moderate" at least in 
wanting to avoid a confronta- 
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tion with the government. 

But by putting its political 
weight behind the moderate 
camp, the government alone 
cannot convince hardliners 
within the front to lie low and 
accept the reduced strength of 
the Islamists in the ne::i Parlia- 
ment. 

Although no: confirmed by 
IAF sources, close observers of 
the front say that the outcome 
of tonight's vote will be also 
contingent on the collective 
weight of the strongest mem- 
bers among the front's candi- 
dates for the elections. 

This may mean that moder- 
ates would' have to matte con- 
cessions thar would tempt the 
"hawks" into not boycotting 
rhe elections. 

Concessions on the “Type" 
of candidates for the upcoming 
elections to appease "hawks" 
may have to be considered if 
enough votes are to be rallied 
in support of participation, 
some analysts believe. 

“The IAF may deride to 
conrcst the elections to avoid 
an open confrontation with the 
government, but that may also 
mean that it would have lo 
placate the ‘hawks' among its 
members by increasing their! 
percentage among its candi- 
dates,” ’an observer main- 
tained. 
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Palestine financial crisis 
stems from Gulf war 


By Jack Redden 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Three years after Palesti- 
nians backed Iraq’s in the Gulf 
crisis, the still-rising cost is 
evident everywhere from 
closed newspapers to near 
bankrupt universities. 

The collapse in funds, a re- 
sult of angry Gulf Arab states 
slashing aid and expatriate 
Palestinians losing jobs, has 
left local leaders squirming 
under what they feel is an 
economic siege. 

That in turn has spurred a 
power struggle inside the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). It has focused as 
much on PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat's handling of the 
financial crisis as his handling 
of peace talks with Israel. The 
heat is on Mr. Arafat — his 
Fateh commander in Lebanon 
says he should step down after 
25 years at the helm of the 
PLO. 

“Papers are closed, universi- 
| ties are in crisis, hospitals — all 
i our national institutions,” said 
! Samir Abdullah, an economics 
professor at AI Najah Uni- 
versity in the occupied West 
Bank and delegate to Middle 
East peace talks. 

After expanding sharply in 
) the years when money flowed 
| into’ the PLO they had no 
alternative sources when Arab 
funds to the Tunis-based orga- 
nisation abruptly stopped. 

The freeze has continued 
long after the Gulf war, with 
Palestinians accusing rich pro- 
U.S. Arab states of withhold- 
ing money until they make 
concessions to end the conflict 
with Israel. 

Samir Huleileh. another 
economist in the peace talks, 
called it -‘The American 
siege.” 

me ettect has been severe 
inside the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, where even 
before cuts per capita grcr.s 
national product was on r " ab- 
out 31 . 300 . 

Estimates of the flow of 
funds — remittances by ex- 
pat rates and Arab funds am'v- 
;r.c via the PLO — varv widely. 


Fall-out 

feared 

(Continued from page It 

Strip and the West Bank town 
would only further delay a final 
settlement for the territories and 
cause grave administrative prob- 
lems over separate parcels of 
land. 

Mr. Husseini said Wednesday 
that the Gaza- Jericho option had 
not yet been “crystalised.” 

Meanwhile Israel has begun 
looking to a post-Arafat period. 
The foreign ministry held a meet- 
ing Wednesday on the topic “the 
future of Yasser Arafat as a. 
Palestinian leader.” a spokesman 
said. 

Speakers questioned whether 
Israel should strengthen Mr. Ara- 
fat by opening direct dialogue 
with the PLO. Israel has agreed 
to talk only to a delegation from 
the territories, even if it takes 
orders from the PLO. 

Palestinian spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi spoke optimisti- 
cally on Tuesday of a “new 
course” in negotiations with 
Israel and said a number of ideas 
cn the agenda could unblock an 
impasse. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
r on Pe es said Monday Israelis 
- id Palestinians were close to 
. ar :ing out a package deal that 
v id speed along a peace agree- 

n cnt. 

Dr. Ashrawi told Israel Televi- 
s dp. in an interview the package 
agreement was not ready, yet. 


especially since the PLO is 
illegal under Israeli law. 

But Mr. Huleileh said funds 
channelled through the PLO. 
mainly from Arab states, had 
fallen from about S30Q million 
in 1989 to less than $40 million 
this year. 

In addition, he estimated 
direct remittances from 
Palestinians abroad fell from 
an annual $400 million in the 
mid-1980s to $250 million this 
year. 

' The collapse of PLO funds 
the closure of two Arab East 
Jerusalem newspapers this 
year, both money-losing fronts 
for Mr. Arafat's Fateh move- 
ment operated for political 
rather than economic reasons. 

There have been much lar- 
ger blows to the lives of the 
two million Palestinians in the 
occupied territories, many de- 
pendent on handouts from the 
PLO and relatives. 

Mr. Huleileh said fresh cuts 
this month by the PLO in- 
cluded closing the social wel- 
fare department that gave 
monthly payments to a quarter 
of Palestinian families. 

He said PLO aid for educa- 
tion and health was now 
“minimal,” while that to poli- 
tical organisations had fallen 
60 per cent and would likely be 
zero by the end of the year. 

Universities bave slashed 
support staff and many pay 
only partial salaries. They 
hope for direct foreign help, 
ignored when the PLO became 
the main backer in the 1970s. 

‘‘We can’t reduce salaries 
further and we can't take more 
from the students,” said Naim 
Abu Hommos, head of the 
council for higher education 
that oversees a near-bankrupt 
system of colleges and univer- 
sities with 25,000 students. 

“In 1993 the money coming 
is about 20 per cent of what we 
should get — S25 million is the 
budget of the universities and 
we are short about S20 million, 
“the U.S.-educated Abu Horn- 
mos said in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah before leav- 
ing on a fund-raising tour. 

At a maternity hospital in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 81-vear- 


old S.M. Matuk has won time 
through an offer from the 
European Community (EC) to 
pay 60 per cent of staff costs at 
several hospitals for a year. 

But extra community prog- 
rammes bave been abandoned 
and funds bave dried up for 
Red Crescent societies in the 
occupied territories, which he 
heads. 

“Before the Gulf war we got 
money to distribute to the 
branches,” said the U.K.- 
educated doctor. “Now we get 
nothing, the branches are 
broke.” 

In villages of the occupied 
territories, medical workers 
complain of unpaid wages, a 
lack of facilities and reduced 
hours of clmir* . 

Dr. Shake' Quazmi, work- 
ing without electricity in the 
dreary village of Al Samu, said 
he been on half salary — about 
$200 a month — for eight 
months. 

No one foresaw this disaster 
when Palestinians backed Iraq 
in the summer of 1990 and Mr. 
Arafat was shown on television 
hugging and kissing Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

Resentment at Kuwait's 
treatment of Palestinian work- 
ers and glee at Iraqi threats to 
attack Israel overwhelmed the 
doubts. , 

Even when their leaders be- 
latedly distanced themselves 
from Baghdad, the mass of the 
Palestinians population was 
delighted when Scud missiles 
slammed into Israel and hoped 
for an Iraqi victory in Kuwait. 

Now, if the subject is discus- 
sed at all. Palestinians admit it 
was a mistake. In the careful 
words of one Palestinian lead- 
en “It didn't come from wise 
thinking.”- 

Hie mistake has cost them 
dearly and few see any pros- 
pect of improvement, con- 
vinced that Arab stales will not 
loosen the purse strings until 
Washington sees concessions 
in the peace talks. 

Their jobs in the Gulf are 
probably gone forever and 
Palestinian appeals for a -finan- 
cial display of Arab unity find 
few listeners. 


Israeli ‘signals’ reported 


(Continued from page 1) 

of the Israeli military admin is- man sensit 

tration will be transferred. emerged f 

Then the elected Palestinian the organi 

authority and the Gaza-Jericho rious in c 

government will set up ties withJorda 

pending the full Israeli with- tion of six 
drawal and the merger of the July and 
Palestinian territories into one the panel: 
unit. mediately. 

PLO officials said the proposal The PL< 
was discussed with His'Majesty the Palest 

King Hussein and Prime Minis- committee 

ter Abdul Salam Al Majali in for their 
the past two days. another so 

Some Jordanian officials pressed by 

said Jordan was upset with the Early th 

PLO since it was not put in the sein critici 

picture over the developments coordinati( 

over the Gaza-Jericho option PLO, whe 

despite the direct effects such work of tl 

an arrangement would have on or the lack 

Jordan itself. They said the the Gaza-, 

possible inter-Palestinian trou- A PLO ( 
bles in Gaza and Jericho might fat's visit tl 

spill over to Jordan. Jordanian 

“We thought there were Kingdom 

Israeli-Palestinian agreements struck uric 

concerning the Gaza-Jericho explain th' 

plan, and we cannot accept the PLO’s 

being the last to know about osai and d' 

something that might jeopar- to the issi 

dise our stability and directly “It was ' 
affects us,” said one Jordanian by the PLC 

official. response « 

"We are not consulted on cently,” sa 

the issues, but we were ex- He said 
peered to agree to It,” said the crises del: 

official. visit and th 

Furthermore, recent Jorda- the joint < 


nian sensitivities with the PLO 
emerged from a feeling that 
the organisation was not se- 
rious in coordinating closely 
with Jordan 'despite the forma- 
tion of six joint committees in 
July and the agreement that 
the panels would meet im- 
mediately. 

The PLO’s delay in naming 
the Palestinian sides to the 
committees and setting a date 
for their meeting was also 
another source of concern ex- 
pressed by Jordanian officials. 

Early this week. King Hus- 
sein criticised the lack of close 
coordination on the part of the 
PLO, whether related to the 
work of the joint committees 
or the lack of consultations on 
the Gaza-Jericho issue. 

A PLO official said Mr. Ara- 
fat's visit this week was to allay 
Jordanian fears, assure the 
Kingdom that no deals were 
struck under the table and to 
explain the objectives behind 
the PLO’s Gaza-Jericho prop- 
osal and developments related 
to the issue. 

“It was only an idea floated 
by the PLO and the only Israeli 
response was received very re- 
cently," said the PLO official. 

He said the PLO’s internal 
crises delayed Mr. Arafat's 
visit and the delay in convening 
the joint committees. 








Blast kills two ehlldren in Baghdad 

BAGHDAD (R)- A recta blast Baghdad 
killed two children and serousll '"J e ^f osion of a rocket 
newspapers reported I Weanesday . *P children and 

yesterday in Saddam Oty re5uh ' d “henewspapers said 
the wounding of two others ve tj f - j^ei thrown in 

The press said, the bM .was the resn^ of. ■ « ^ ^ 
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VISITING SICK: Patesticiaa 3ead?r Yasser Are- 
Eat and Fateh Central Co mnl iise member 
Wazir, widow of assasshiEied rieslialan jnELrs'j 
commander Sihalil AS IVasir. *cVed5ssday 
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ifca residence of SsaCih Ao=nl Banud Sayeh after 
tfc ? siting spaafcer of the Palestine National 
Ccuzeil -«fcc aas aaa;M»3 his resignation from 
*'_2 c:jslc 3 rphoto by Yousef AJ ’Allan) 
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Combined agency dispatches 

WASHINGTON — An elite 
force of 400 army soidiers trained 
to strike sensitive targets will 
head for Somalia this weak. But 
the Pentagon said their mission is 
not tb nab warlord Mohammad 
Farrah Aideed. 

“This is not an effort tc go after 
one man,” Kathleen Deisski. a 
Pentagon spokeswoman said. 
“It’s an effort to improve the 
overall situation in Mogad’shu.” 

Even so, the army rangers’ 
sued a l training gives them” the 
kinds of skills in unconventional 
warfare that would be required tc 
flush out Ger.. Aideed. who has 
been waging a hit-and-run war 
with L T nited Nations forces for 
months. 

The U.N. called for Gen. 
Aideeds arrest in June arjer in 
ambush blamed on his militia i;i.- 
led 24 Pakistani, U,N. peacekeep- 
ers, but the wariorc tics manage.; 
to elude capture'. . % 

“Capturing* Aideci is not the 
only way to improve security.'' 
Ms. Delaski said, zcilr.z that the 
deployment does not represent a 
change in U.S. pokey. 

The decision to send more U.S. 
troops to Somalia stands ir? con- 
trast to expectations just a few 
months ago that some U.S. forces 
would start heading home scon. 
Some in Congress have ques- 
tioned the wisdom cf extending 
the U.S. and U.N. mission from 
ending Somalia's starvation to 
rebuilding the country. 

Dan Goure. a poll tics 1 - m ilita ry 
specialist at the Centre for 
Strategic and International Stu- 
dies, said he interpreted the deci- 
sion to send army Fingers as a 
signal that the Clinton adminis- 
tration foresees no quid: exit 
from Somalia. 

“We look to be in this for the 
long haul now — and a very long 
haul I think it is going to be.” Mr. 
Goure said. “It’s a sigr.e! that ycu 
intend to stay.” 

About 4,000 U.S. troops, 
mostly logistics specialists, are iii 
Somalia as pari of a 25,'. 300-man 
U.N. peacekeeping force. 'Thr 
intervention bc-gan last Decem- 
ber with the landing of U.C 
marines in Mogadishu. The U.N. 
assumed military command Jest 
May. 

Ms. Delaski said 409 Ranger; 
would head out from their base 
“in the next few days.” They give 
a substantial extra punch to the 
1,200-man U.S. “Quick Reaction 
Force” already in Mogadishu to 
protect U.N. peacekeepers. 

The American contingent bus 
increasingly become a target a." 
Somali guerrilla violence. Ill the 
latest incident List Sunday, si:: 
Americans were slightly injure 
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when their supply true'; hit a 
re mot --cent retied 'bomb on one 

of the busiest roads in Moga- 
dishu. Fcur Americans were lul- 
led in a similar attack Aug. S. 

David J ahnsen. dire nor of the 
State Department's press office, 
said the security situation in 
southern Mogadishu, Gen. 
Aideed’:; stronghold, had deterio- 
rated to the point that restoring 
economic and political stability 
hiss become tenuous. 

“A capable -T.c rapidly deploy- 
able force v-as needed on the 
ground, and the Rangers are 
ideal for this mission,” Ms. De- 
laski said. 

Rangers are light infantry 
trained' tc conduct "5? aria': milit- 
ar. operations 'ir. 2I'. types or 
terrain and weather. They z an 
infiltrate a Jorge’ area and con- 
duct a quid!:, intense ossa ah. as 
they did ir opera*.: ri ins: cause it- 
Panama in 1 or they can 
. parachute into sr. a~ea ar.d rescue 
. frisrc 1 ’. forces. 

Ar. r.rmy reference pamphlet- 
or. its. srechal operatic* ni forces 
says one of the Rangers’ capabili- 
ties is to conduct strike opera- 
tions such as raids against targets 
behind enemy lines, including 
nuclear storage rites, m.-riie sites 
or “key enemy miiirar -poiidrai 
personnel cr resource:’" 

They are trained :c fight ai 
nigh: and in ciose-quarter: ccr: di- 
tto ns such as in cities. 

Ms. De’aski said the Rangers 
be equipped with person J 
’-veapors such as >(-? 9 "machine 
gacs and M-Id rifles, as -ell a: 
mortars end anti-tank rifles . She 
declined to say nic-rs about their 
weaponry, although other offi- 
cials said they often v .?ri; in 
timderr. with specially equipped 
helicopters ard other aircraft. 

“It certainly should not be 
viewed as hit teams,” Ms. Deias- 
ki said in response to pe.misten; 
questions on Ger.. .-triced. 

“This deployment is not a poli- 
cy change.” she said, rejecting 
suggestions that the Rangers 
would be the logical uni; tc take 
on the mission of capturing cr 
killing Gen. Aideed. 

A State Department spokes- 
man a Iso said ihe task force's 
mission is to help calm violence 
so that food or.d other human’ ts- 
rirn aid can be distributed. 

“Until this problem is dealt 
with succussiully. the piogress 
made on cccncir.ic and political 
Issues iv'li remain tenuous.” 
spokesman David Johnson said. 
“U.S. \roops, including the ?.a ri- 
sers. are j-.ae element in the 
U.N.’s six: - 1 io issoh'e this mat- 
ier." 

In Hcuadishu the United Na- 


tions said it would open talks with 
representatives of Gen. Aideed. 

But Gee. Aideed and some 
other top leaders of the Somali 
National’ AUiance-United Somali 
Congress will not be included and 
little is expected tc come from the 
negotiations. 

Gen. Aideed’s faction sent a 
letter to the U.N. headquarters in 
Mogadishu expressing a desire 
“to immediately enter into dia- 
logue.” Farouk M a w! - wi . a U.N. 
sd^kesman. told reporters. 

Mawlawi said Lansana 
Konvate. the U.N.’s deputy spe- 
cial envoy to Somalia would "be 
travelling in the country’s north- 
east for the next four days “and 
we cannot exr rt tfca talks to start 
before ne.tt Suuw ■ ’’ 

Asked if that suggested that the 
United Nations placed Isrt''- 
prority or. die talk*’ M- Mawid- 
wi said, “not at ail ~w. he also 
acknowledged that talks have 
beer, held ir; the post with lower 
ranking representati-es o.' C 
Aid^sd's faction. 

NoLhing has come of those 
talks. 

Jonathan Howe, the U.N.’s 
speriri envoy and Mr. Kouvate’s 
boss, has nried out any negotia- 
tiors with Gen. Aideed” and 
several of his closest colleagues. 
Seme observers saw the talks 
with Gen. Aideed’s underlings as 
zr. attempt :o split rite faction. 


Trench to omit 

France said V/ednesday it 
would pull its 1,100 peacekeep- 
ers out of Somalia by the end 
cf next January. 

Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard . told French radio 
that Paris would withdraw its 
forces from both - Somalia and 
Cambodia. 

“We bave derided to puD 
out our contingents from Cam- 
bodia — this is normal — by 
the end of this year, and from 
Somalia approximately in 
January 1994,” he said. 

He said the United Nations 
bad been informed. 

France has 1,100 men in the 
21. COO-strong U.N. force in 
Somalia. It was 1300 men in 
the 20, 000-strong Cambodia 
force which started a gradual 
pullout last month. 

Mr. Leotard said the French 
soldiers would pull out as op- 
erations in both countries were 
drawing to a close. He did not 
spell cut why he thought the 
peacekeeping operation in 
Somalia could be phased out. 

"We had indicated -hat we 
would not be in Somalia for an 
indefinite period,” a foreign 
ministry spokesman told repor- 
ters. 
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Moroccan writer Lahbabi dies 

RABAT (AF) — Mohammad Anz Lahbabi, who was nominated 
Nobel Prize in literature, has died, Moro^^jab^d 
Tuesday. Mr. Lahbabi died Monday after what was desCT^dasa 
long illness, a phrase often used to refer to canar He w«uwre 
than 70. but his exact age was unclear. He ^ bun^Tue^ at 
Rabat’s Chouhadas (martyrs) cemetery. Mr. 
numerous philosophical and hteraiy works m Antac and 1 Fren^ 
that were later translated into other languages. Among -hem are 
“Realistic Personalism." "Muslim Personalism, 

Liberation" and “The World of Tomorrow In 19S7, he m 
nominated for a Nobel Prize in hterature. 'pe foliowM yw. 
Egypt’s Neguib Mahfouz received the Nobel which e.uded Mr- 
Lahbabi. Lahbabi was a former president of Morocco s Union 
of Writers and former dean of the faculty of letters _at the 
University of Rabat. He was a member of the Royal Academy of 
Morocco. Details on survivors were not available. 

Israeli border guard shot by mistake 

TEL AVIV (AFF) — An Israeli border guard was shot and 
wounded Tuesday evening wheq Israeli soldiers mistook him for a 
Palestinian and opened lire, a military spokesman said here. The 
incident occurred near the Rafab cemete»y in the occupied Gaza 
Strip. Palestinian sources had earlier said an Israeli soldier was 
wounded and evacuated by helicopter after his patrol came under 
fire from unidentified men. Four Paiestinimis were also wounded 
Tuesday in the Gaza Strip when Israeli soldiers fired on demonstra- 
tors throwing stones at the Shad camp, Palestinian sources said. 

Torah scrolls from Lebanon sent to Israel 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Fifty scrolls of the Jewish holy scripture, the 1 
Torah, which were sent from Lebanon to other countries, are now 
on their way to Israel, the chief rabbi of Israel's Sephardic Jews 
Eliahu Bakshi said. The scroll 6 were originally kept in ancient 
synagogues and Jewish religious institutions in Lebanon. There are 
only about 100 Jews remaining in Lebanon, and the community's 
synagogues have been secularised. Twenty years ago there were 
estimated to be more than 10,000 Jews in Lebanon. 

Iran to pay for medicine imports faster 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran, struggL.g with a balance of payments 
problem, is giving priority to paying its debts to foreign phar- 
maceutical companies to help Overcome an acute r medicine 
shortage, officials said Tuesday. Health Minister Alireza Marajn8j£ 
explaining a 65 per cent rise in i a dicme prices announced this 
month, said on Tehran Radio the gcverifinent has taken a series of 
decisions to ease the situation which has' caused widespread 
discontent. The government ordered the central bank to pay up 
foster for medicine-related imports to ensure then- smooth flpw : 
after foreign companies held up delive hen Iranian banks foil - 
behind in payments, be said. A centn jank official said it was 
opening letters of credit directly for medicine imports or confirm- 
ing letters opened by state banks, as demanded by pharmaceutical 
companies. "The delay in paying up letter? of credit for medicine 
imports is perhaps half of the six to seven months we have for other 
sectors,” he toki Reuters by telephone f* -n Tehran. He declined 
to give the amounts involved. Mr. raid the central bank 

would provide 200 billion rials ($i« iim) in loans to drug 
manufacturers and importers whose expenses have increased, 
“astronomically” since the rial was devalued by up to 95 per cent in. 
March. 

Cholera claims 50 lives Djibouti 

DJIBOUTI (AFP) — A cholera epidemic in Djibouti has claimed i 
at least 50 lives since mid-July, the health ministry said here 
Wednesday. It said the death toll could be higher because some 
families were burying victims who had not been notified to the j 
health authorities. The ministry said 3,284 cases had been 
registered in three- districts of the capital (population 317 000) 
About 1,000 of them are being treated in a field hospital set up 
beside the town s main hospital by a French militarv medical t eam 
sent in at the government’s request. 

U.N. fears more Sudanese will flee to Uganda 

GENEVA (R) — The United Nations said Wednesday it feared 
mororSSf “ sou . ther ? T Sud fi «H.ld force tens of thouS 
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^ ^2 S " HoII i and ^ German-based Action Africa in need to stan 
up anti-measles vaccinations among the refugee who wS 
be in relatively good health “Heaw fiohHn™ ° 531(1 

thousands more refugees to flee 
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J23EMUR TELEVISION 

Td: 773111-19 
-XGGRAMME TWO 


17-J0 

Goal 



19-C9 

News in French 



:E.*e8 . 
29:30 . 

News in Arabic 

Too Close forComfon 

H.E.L.P. 

News in English 

22:20 

22^20 . , ^ 
Movie of the Week: “Lethal Expo- 
sure 


FRAYSB TIMES 




(Surtax) Duha 

Dhuhr 

16:1 5 . 


:9i?7 . 



CHURCHES 

. Miuy or Nazareth Cboixh SwriReU, 

:l. 810740 _ , 

ssemblies of Cod Chorch, Tci. 

i?7S5. 

. Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
bun* of the Anaandatton fcl- 
17440. 

! Is SaDe Church Td. 6<ilt57 


TcfTasaucta Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Anmnuiaiion Td. 

623541. 

Anglkan Church Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Cathalie Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charcfa Td. 

775261. 

St. Epfarahn Cfanreh Td. 771751. 
Amman International Chords Tel. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Chorch Td: 

824328. 

The Chords of Jesns Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints TcL 823824. 654932 
Charcfa of Nazarene Td.675691. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by £6c Department of 
Meteorology-. 

Norma) summer weather conditions 
wiD prevail with winds northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly active and seas calm. 

Minj'max. temp. 

Amman 18/31 

Aqaba 25/38 

Deserts 15 135 

Jordan Valley 24/37 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 29. Aqaba 36. Humidity readings: 
Amman 30 per cent, Aqaba 20 per 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Al Ghoul .... 

Dr. Jamal Al Ja*bari 

Dr. Yousef Nascr 

Dr. Mohammad Amcr 

Firas pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

AJAscma pharmacy 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmcisani pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 


...790730 
...796460 
...751144 
... S88883 
... 661812 
... 77K336 
... 637055 
... 673672 
... fit 6730 
...*44945 
... *37660 
.. .-\47632 


IRBTD: 

Dr. Mohammad AJ Hilu 279773 

Al Quds pharmacy {—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. tea Al Omari 901266 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Gvil Defence Department 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


5*. u : 1 


c.m] Lscicncc bincrgcncy iw 

Rescue Police 192. 6211 M. 637777 

Rrc Brigade S9I22£ 

Blood Bank ....-775121 

Highway Polka: 843402 

Traffic Police 89G3W 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hold Complaints 695800 

Price Complainis :MI76 

Water and Sewerage 

Complainis 897457 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 78711? 

Telephone Information 

^directory assistance' 121 

Overseas Gdk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Rcpsirs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6363S1 

RJ FHehl Information 0S-572C0 

Ouccn Alia Inil. Airport...... 0S-5320Q 


CALENDAR 


Company 6363S1 

RJ Right Information 0S-572C0 

Ouccn Alia Inil. Airport...... 0S-5320Q 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 513S130Z 

Khalidi Maternity, j. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity. J.SJmn.... 642441/2 


Jabal Amman Matcmitj’ 642362 

Madras. J. Amm-.a 636140 

Palatine, Shnw:.,'..ii 664171/4 

Shucivsni rlospi.v.1 669131 

Univerrily Hospital 845845 

.y-Muaslicr Hr»ipila! 667227/0 

The IsSamk. Atdaii 56MZ7/37 

AJ-Ahli. .-.bddi 65416*6 

liaiian. AV-Muhairccf 777101/3 

AI-Bashir.J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 i/26 

Atmy, 691611/15 

Oeecn Ali^ Hosoital 602240/50 

And Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

C-sv._ Hospital (091983323 

Zorqa ihtrand Hpspits! .. (09)900*^0 

!bn3H; Hospital (09)986732 

Ai He: pi td (P9J?SOSJO 

afiSL" : 

Prinr :: Basm.i Hospital .. (02)275555 

Greei Cnthdic Hospital (02)272275 

lb n As Hderj Hospital t02i247lfiO 

AQ.i2A: 

Princes,- Knya Hospital .... (03)314111 

i MTSRi-iATSC^L AHV0RT 

Tub information n supplied by Royal 


Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Cuccn Alia International 
Airport Td. {08)53^9-5. where H 
-bjouW a/r.ays 6e verified. 

ARR3VAM 

ftoyoi Jordanian fiU) Bights 
(Terminal i) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

65:30 Aden (RJ) 

«M5 New Ddhi f RJ) 

l»:iS Riyadh (RJ) 

10:15 Dtuhran (RJ) 

IfcSO Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

IfrJO Coiro. Aqaba (RJ) 

lfc55 Beirut (RJ j 

HdSa Colombo (RJ) 

17^5 Lamaca(RJ) 

18^0 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJj 

Romc(RJ) 

IfcOO Ahu Dhabi (RJ) 

19 JO London. Berlin (RJ) 

»Ja Athens (Rl) 

2lh69 Casabiancr. Tunis (RJ) 

2lrf» Bangkok. Caama(RJ) 

21:10 Rome (RJ) 

«MS Paris (RJ) 

02:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

S3 JO Bahrain (Rl) 

65:15 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

13:60 ... Amalia (TK) ’ 


Dhabi. Muscat (GF) 

SS .raj-:r.:as@8 
2S araffir™. 


DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

Beirut (RJ) 

? ?jf Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

* Pans (RJ) 

j ?” Amslcrdam, Chicago (RJ) 

UmacafRjj 


71.« 

?!:S Madrid (RJj 

Sds - Jeddah (RJ) 

Dubai (RJ) 

Jrf: Abu Dhabi (RJ1 

:::: 

oA'^'tSsafiT ,RJ ' 

» 

SS ~*==si»2IS 

ig! AtaDhS.MSSi 

■s “-fc.^.'ssaga 


Cairo (MS) 


^aoket prices 


Uppcrfhwcr price in 
-Apple 

Apricots 

Banana | 

®^M(Mufciii^j'; 

Cabbage 

Carrot 

CauDflOwcr 

f=&esi“ 

Eggplant ' 

°ariic 

Grapes 

Guava 

Lemon 



(small) 

Mdukhia.._ 

Okra....^ 

Grange ... 

Peaches 

Pear ” 


c hoc)' - "I.* 

Tomato .... 

sweetardon'::::;;;; 

-Watermelon 


® per kg. 

Tootsm 

440040 

680 

- 620 

380/300 

200/100 

360250 

- 350 250 

180/100 

360 / 250 

160/ 100 

350 / 250 

750/550 

320220 

500400 

270/200 

140/90 

■**—• 280 / 200 

100/50 

650400' 

220/120 

440/180. 

700500 

900600 

220 / 120 - 

270/190 

330 250 

140/70- 

150100'- 

240180 







Some News 



JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, AUGUST 26-27, 1993 3 


| > the Da^A^ c ** °^ n,n K of 

4 Of y* iSm. 

’Urb 7. (right) Th£ rF*' Sufu Shoman 
n £.■“% by 8 TheirfJ B £^ n "?* f «»ivcd 
; Q, c ! r Highnesses Prince Ra’H 

'! « E* JSi Pnn ** SS. Her 

5SS^f^2 e X W *i d an AU. Mr. 
'’Par JV ^^ K 5Si^. Shoma n. Mr. and 

•etth? 3 * VtSdJV? Shoman ' Dr Aawd 

ptj^St Ac EL5? h "? a ?, aBd of 

in ck board of *= AJxiul Hwnccd 

A^if ^^Foundaiion and thoA^b 
■ a a ; Por* ' „"*■ A project of the Abdul 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — The Public 
Security Department (PSD) will 
start a nation-wide campaign to 
ensure that cars and various other 
vehicles are road-worthy and that 
the driven abide by traffic regula- 
tions. 

ic A PSD announcement 
Wednesday said that traffic police 
would be stopping cars to deter- 
mine whether their lights are 
operative, that the exhausts do 
not emit black fumes and that 
drivers are wearing seat belts 


PSD to spot check motorists ■, vehicles 


when driving. 

The campaign, which is to start 
on Sept. 4, will also include strict 
monitoring of motorists for traffic 
violations and causing accidents, 
as well as vehicles which cause 
damage to the environment or 
are considered harmful to public 
safety, said the announcement. 

The PSD said that it has 
already started an information 
and media campaign to draw 
motorists’ attention to the need 
to have their vehicles inspected 


and repaired and also to ensure 
that vehicles do not contribute to 
pollution or endanger the en- 
vironment by emitting poisonous 
smoke above the permitted 
levels. 

It said that the awareness cam- 
paign, which started Saturday, 
will continue until Sept. 4, when 
the actual inspection drive is du£ 
to start. 

fn its announcement, the PSD 
said it hoped that motorists will 
respond favourably to the call 


and heed the advice to fasten 
their seat belts which it said pro- 
vide safety for the driver and 
passengers in the event of an 
accident. 

The inspection of cars for 
poisonous fumes emitted Through 
the exhausts was repeatedly de- 
manded by the Royal Society for 
the Conservation of Nature 
(RSCN) and the Jordanian Socie- 
ty for the Control of Environ- 
mental Pollution. 


International community fails to respect 
ratified laws in war zones, ICRC says 

Jordan to keep low profile at human rights conference 
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By Sa’eda Kiiaai 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — While 181 countries 
ratified the four Geneva conven- 
tions guiding international human 
rights regulations more than 40 
years ago, little attention has 
been paid by the international 
community to the implementa- 
tion and respect of these laws 
during this period especially vis- 
a-vis the protection of the 
ran idly-increasing number of war 
; vi^rins whether civilians. Prison- 
ers of War or sick and wounded, 
according to human rights ex- 
perts. 

The failure of almost all coun- 
tries to respect these laws is ex- 
pected to be the main focal point 
of the international Geneva con- 
ference due to be held Aug. 30. 
The conference, which will be 
attended by more than 110 coun- 
tries, will seek primarily to find 
suitable ways and means to en- 
sure the governments’ adherence 
to signed agreements concerning 
the protection of victims of war. 

“As a whole, the international 
community is not shouldering its 
responsibility,” said Michel Duc- 
< ,*aux, head of the delegation of 
international Committee of the 
, Rg0 Cross (ICRC) in Jordan, at a 
press conference here Wednes- 
day. “The question now is not to 
change the law or to find another 
mechanism but to make countries 
implement it." 

The four Geneva conventions 
of 1949 were set by the Diploma- 
tic Conference for the Establish- 
ment of International Conven- 
tions for the Protection of Vic- 


tims of War, convened by the 
Swiss Federal Council and 
attended by 63 governments. 
They include the Convention for 
die Amelioration of the Condi- 
tion of the Wounded and Sick in 
Armed Forces in the Field; the 
Amelioration of the Condition of 
Wounded. Sick and Shipwrecked 
Members of Armed Forces at 
Sea; the Treatment of Prisoners 
of War; and the Protection of 
G'vilian Persons in Time of War. 

Dr. Ducraux, told reporters 
that the three-day Geneva con- 
ference will not earmark specific 
situations in certain countries — - 
such as the current events in 
former Yugoslavia — "but will 
remain general for efficiency pur- 
poses." 

“The goal is to draw the atten- 
tion of decision-makers to the 
violations of humanitarian law 
and their implications,*' Mr. Duc- 
raux said adding that there are 
war zones in 56 countries at this 
time. “I don't have a rough esti- 
mate (of war victims) but one can 
say without hesitation there are 
millions and millions of them 
everywhere.” 

Human righis experts in Jordan 
point out that the Geneva confer- 
ence is of special value to coun- 
tries in the region. “Such a con- 
ference," one expert said, 
“should be given adequate atten- 
tion since it touches upon one of 
our most pressing concerns." 

Informed sources told the Jor- 
dan Times that Jordan will be 
represented at the conference by 
a diplomat from its mission in 
Switzerland and does not intend 
to send an official Jordanian de- 


legation to the Geneva meeting. 
ICRC sources said that an invita- 
tion was sent a month ago. 

Another expert questioned the 
Kingdom's decision to send a 
high-profile delegation to the hu- 
man rights conference held in 
Vienna in June, but taking a 
completely different position to- 
wards the Geneva meeting. 

“The Geneva conference is of 
more importance. I would have 
thought," he said. 

The draft declaration prepared 
by government experts in the 
April meeting in Geneva requires 
signatdry states to apply, clarify 
and where necessary, to develop 
the existing law in order to ensure 
true protection for victims of war. 

In the draft declaration, the 
participants in the international 
conference declare that: 

— They refuse to accept that 
wounded are shown no mercy, 
children massacred, women 
raped, prisoners tortured, victims 
denied elementary, humanitarian 
assistance, populations illegaly 
displaced and countries laid to 
waste. 

— They refuse to accept that, as 
long as war itself has not been 
eradicated, international rule and 
obligations aimed at limiting the 
suffering caused by armed con- 
flicts are deliberately and con- 
stantly violated. 

— They refuse to accept that 
civilian populations should be- 
come more and more frequently 
the principal victim or even the 
target of hostilities and acts of 
violence perpetrated in the 
course of urmed conflicts. 


— They note that the means and 
methods used in the conduct of 
hostilities during non- 
international armed conflicts very 
often cause heavy suffering. 

— They affirm the necessity to 
call upon the peoples of the world 
to resist the temptation to isolate 
themselves from each other and 
the need to reinforce the bond of 
solidarity that must unite man- 
kind against the tragedy of war. 

— They undertake to strive, in 
cooperation with the United Na- 
tions and conformity with its* 
charter, in situations of serious 
violations of the rights of pro- 
tected persons, for the adoption 
of all appropriate measures to 
ensure respect for international 
humanitarian law. 

— They affirm the need to en- 
sure, through measures at the 
national and international levels, 
the personal safety and security 
of those providing assistance to 
victims of armed conflicts and the 
obligation of the panics to the 
conflict to respect the integrity of 
the members of peace-keeping 
forces. 

The draft declaration which 
calls upon the signatory states to 
respect and ensure respect for 
international humanitarian law to 
preserve the rights of the victims 
of war, also calls upon states to 
affirm that, by preserving a spirit 
of humanity in the midst of armed 
conflicts, international humanita- 
rian law keeps open the road to 
reconciliation, facilitates the res- 
toration of peace between the 
belligerents, and fosters harmony 
between all peoples. 


A1 Jeel A1 Jadeed Club 
to present ‘The Eternal Torch’ 




AMMAN (J.T.) — Under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Al Jeel A! Jadeed or the 
, .New Generation Gub of the Gr- 
1 xassian community celebrates the 
?*lst anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein’s accession to the 
throne in its own way. 

Dances by 160 young men and 
women will be performed in 
group, duet and solo vignettes set 


in life-size stage display of a 
Grcassian village. 

The show, entitled "The Eter- 
nal Torch," is an expression of 
appreciation by the partid pants 
and the Grcassian community in 
Jordan for the country and its 
Hashemite leadership. 

The dances include the 
combat-style environment during 
the period that the Circassians 


fought for their survival against 
the imperial Russian invaders of 
their homeland at the end of the 
19th century, lo dancing tableaus 
that depict the peasant life-style 
of the Circassians, youth festivi- 
ties and sports competitions, 
young love and inevitable Yoman- 
tic rivalry, and community 
gatherings that explain the social 
and cultural fabric of the Circas- 


sians. 

The accompanying music is 
based on traditional Circassian 
tunes, performed by young musi- 
cians who are making use of all 
the most up-to-date electronic 
and computerised musical equip- 
ment available in Jordan. 

Al Jeel AI Jadeed Folklore 
Troupe has represented Jordan at 
numerous international events . 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following, listings are compiled from monthly buUeuns and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised w verify the listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■ft Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Shaker AI Shadl at Alia Art 
Gallery. 

* Exhibition of paintings by 25 Jordanian artists at the Housing 
gnnk Complex exhibition hall. 

* ^ Exhibition of paintings by Jordanian artist fiishara Nstfjarat 
% Eshbeliu Art Gallery, Ann* Shopping Centre. The 

- dcicl Jordanian- PaJcstinian herit a ge , Jordanian anaqiatka. 
Jerusalem, rural life and natural scenery. 


* New art gallery, "Darat al Funun,” of the Abdul Mqjeed 
Shoman Foundation. Programme Includes the permanent 
exhibition and the "Chair" exhibition InJabol Luweibdeh. 

SHOWS 

ft nay entitled “Crescent Night" al the Royal Cultural Centre at 
8:00 p.m. 

* "The Eternal Torch," a variety of dances performances by 
Al-Jeel Ai-Jadeed Gob at the dub's premises In the Seventh 
Clrde. 

FILMS 

ft Film entitled: "Escape to Witch Mountain" at the American 
Centre at 6:00 p.m. 


Majali urges information ministry 
to be impartial in election process 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Sol am Al Majali 
Wednesday requested the Minis* 
try of Information to be totally 
impartial in the coming par- 
liamentary election and help en- 
sure a free and fair voting pro- 
cess. 

Speaking during a visit to the 
information minisjzy where he 
attended part of a regular meet- 
ing by heads of departments with 
Information Minister Ma’an Abu 
Nowar, Dr. Majali said all the 
information services in Jordan 
should remain absolutely neutral, 
not only in the Nov. 8 election 
process, but also during the elec- 
tion campaign period preceding 
election day. 

DiKuukxts at the meeting co- 
vered the parliamentary election, 
the Middle East peace process 
and the role of the official in- 
formation services in dealing with 
these issues. 

The prime minuter urged these 
services to perform their duties 
objectively and credibly thus en- 
hancing the democratic process in 
the Kingdom. 

Referring to the Middle East 
peace talk, which are due to 
resume at the end of August. Dr. 
Majali reaffirmed Jordan's com- 
mitment towards a comprehen- 
sive and just peace in the region 
based on U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 and the 
return of all occupied Arab lands 
including Jerusalem." 



Prime Minister Abdul Sahun Al Majali and officials 
of gover n me n t information services departments 


Wednesday review prominent media issues (Petra 
photo) 


He also reiterated Jordan's de- 
termination to continue to pro- 
vide support for the Palestinian 
people in a manner that would 


help them regain their national 
ana legitimate rights in their own 
homeland. 

Referring to the official infor- 
mational sector's work. Dr. Ma- 
jali instructed senior staff to 
speed up the ongoing reorganisa- 


tion process at rhe Ministry of 
Information and its affiliated de- 
partments. 

He also requested that the 
ministry submit a balanced 
budget that would enable the 
ministry to develop information 
work. 

“Our duty as workers in the 
public service sector is to offer 
services to the public," said the 


prime minister. 

He also stressed that the gov- 
ernment was proceeding with" de- 
centralisation plans which, he 
said, should be applied in various 
information circles. 

The premier called for regular 
meetings and dialogues between 
the ministry and its affiliated de- 
partments to overcome problems 
facing the information 'sector. 


Jordan Press Foundation stockholders 
approve doubling their JD lm capital 

By a Jordan Times committee of the Ministry of ders, representing 93 per cent dan Investments Corporal 

Stuff Btoartir Industry and Trade. of the foundation’s shares. Employees of the come 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Stockholders of 
the Jordan Press Foundation, 
which publishes the Jordan 
Times and Al Ra't, have 
approved the modality of in- 
creasing the capita] of the com- 
pany and are now awaiting 
approval of their recommenda- 
tions by the Council of Minis- 
ters. 

In a meeting held Monday, 
the general assembly of the 
foundation decided that the 
doubling of the JD1 million 
would be done through an 
additional one million shares 
of JD 1 par-value shares. 

Half of the new shares will 
be paid for at par value from a 
JD900.000 special reserves set 
aside by the company over the 
years, with each frill share 
oven an additional half share. 
The nominal shortfall will be 
paid by the stockholders. 

The other half a million 
shares will be offered to the 
present stockholders at a pre- 
mium to be decided upon by a 


committee of the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. 

The price of the share will be 
determined by the committee 
on the basis of the assets and 
profitability of the company as 
well as the present market 
value of its shares. 

Jordan Press Foundation 
shares are being traded at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) at around JD20 each, 
but with the new floatation the 
price is expected to come 
down. 

The proce ed s from the sale 
of the new shares will be used 
to repay a JD3.5 million loan 
that the foundation has 
obtained from a consortium of 
local banks to purchase a mod- 
ern priming machine described 
as the first of its kind in Jordan 
and to construct a new build- 
ing. 

Settling of the loan will free 
the foundation from paying in- 
terest on the capital invest- 
ment. 

Monday's general assembly 
was attended by 25 stockhol- 


The recommendation to 
limit the offer of new shares to 
present stockholders was 
adopted in view of the ex- 
pediency of such a process 
when compared with a general 
offer to the public, said 
Mohammad Al Amad. 
director-general of the founda- 
tion. 

“The sale of shares limited 
to the present shareholders 
could be completed in about a 
month’s time, while a general 
sale, which involves advertis- 
ing and scrutiny of perhaps 
thousands of applications, 
could take up to three 
months," Mr. Amad said. 

In any event, he said, “the 
stockholders have submitted 
their recommendations to the 
Council of Ministers and we 
hope that the Cabinet will 
approve them." 

Around 61 per cent of the 
foundation's shores are held by 
the government-guided Social 
Security Corporation and Jor- 


dan Investments Corporation. 

Employees of the company 
hold five per cent and between 
five and 10 per cent are at the 
AFM. The rest is held by the 
founders of the company. 

There was no indication of 
what price the Ministry of In- 
dustry and Trade will set for 
the new stock. Mr. Amad and 
other officials declined com- 
ment. 

The foundation is consi- 
dered one of the high-yield 
establishments of its kind in 
Jordan. It grossed JD5.5 mil- 
lion in income in 1992 and 
posted a net profit of JD1.5 
million. 

After setting aside reserves, 
the company distributed a 22 
per cent dividend to its stock- 
holders for the year. 

Advertisements in Al Ra’i, 
the largest circulation (100.000 
copies per day) doily and the 
most favourite of advertisers, 
are the main source of income 
for the foundation, which also 
runs a modern commercial 
printing press. 


Anti-smoking activists 
rally support for march 


Government to ensure 
truck owners" rights 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The anti- 
smoking March, in which 5,000 
people are expected to partici- 
pate. will kick off Friday mourn- 
ing at nine o'clock from the Haya 
Arts Centre and conclude at the 
Orthodox Club in Abdoun, 
announced Waiid Nazzal, a mem- 
ber of the Jordanian Anti- 
Smoking Society (JASS). 

Addressing a press conference 
Wednesday, Mr. Nazzal said 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Ali Ben Al Hussein and Princess 
Haya Bint Al Hussein will be 
among the marchers. 

“The march was the brain child 
of Princess Haya, who called for 
fighting off the bad habit of 
smoking since it is dangerous to 
human health and the environ- 
ment," said Mr. Nazzal. 

Nabil Riyal, director of the 
Haya Arts Centre in Amman, 
said people of various ages will 
take pan in the inarch, sponsored 
jointly by the centre and JASS. 

“For a JD I fee, a marcher can 
obtain a T-shirt printed with the 
march motto and a cap, and will 
be entitled to refreshments along 


the route to the Orthodox Club." 
Mr. Riyad said. 

Speaking about the dangers of 
smoking to human health and 
the environment, Mr. Riyal cal- 
led on all the members of the 
centre (parents and children) to 
take pan in the march and back 
its objectives. 

Munira Shaaban, a JASS mem- 
ber, addressed the conference 
urging all institutions and indi- 
viduals to support the society's 
aims and help enforce the law 
banning smoking in public places. 

Proceeds from the march, 
which is also backed by the 
Health Ministry, the Housing 
Bank, Royal Jordanian (RJ) and 
the Coca Cola Company in Jor- 
dan, will finance projects by the 
Haya Arts Centre and JASS. 

Mr. Nazzal said the march was 
meant as part of the awareness 
campaign against the nicotine 
habit and towards protecting non- 
smokers from the dangers of 
passive-smoking . 

He said that the march will 
wind up at the Orthodox Gub 
with a ceremony. 


AQABA (Petra) — The govern- 
ment is currently discussing plans 
to ensure the full rights of track 
owners operating between Aqaba 
Port and various other destina- 
tions, Minister of Interior 
Salameh Ham mad said Wednes- 
day. 

"The government appreciates 
the truck drivers’ efforts to prom- 
ote their work and support the 
national economy, and mil come 
up with a plan to respond to their 
demands for raising the rates of 
fees for transporting goods to and 
from Aqaba," said Mr. Hammad 
at a meeting here to discuss trans- 
port issues ■ related to the port 
city. 

In the meantime, as of Sept. 15 
all trucks are requested to use the 
new ring road to avoid traffic 
congestion at the entrance to the 
city, said Mr. Hammad. 

The meeting was attended by 
Transport Minister Salman Al 
Tara wn eh. Minister of Public 


Works and Housing Khalaf 
Hawaii, the Ma’an governor and 
other officials and truck drivers’ 
representatives. 

Mr. Hammad said the new ring 
road will be used by public and 
private sector trucks. 

He urged the transport sector 
to work towards building a mod- 
em Jordanian fleet of tracks, 
capable of offering the best ser- 
vices to Jordanian economy. 

Transport Minister Tarawneh 
said plans to ensure safety on the 
new road were in the making. 

Mr. Hawaii said that the minis- 
try of public works was planning 
to construct parking lots for the 
trucks alongside the new road 
and to place road signs ; 

At the end of the meeting the 
interior minister formed a com- 
mittee chaired by Ma’an Gov- 
ernor Hussein Habashneh to fol- 
low up on the implementation of 
rules concerning the use of the 
new road and related services. 


International Community School 
P.O.Box 2002, Khilda, Amman 


£ 


Now registering for September 1993 

Children are accepted between the ages of 3-1 1 years 
and we are the only school in Amman to offer the full 
British Curriculum adapted for the International Commun- 
ity. 

Our language of instruction is English with special support 
for non-English speakers. Staff are U.K. qualified and 
music, P.E. and drama are taught by specialists right 
through the school. French and Arabic are also offered. 
The school provides a pleasant stimulating environment 
— care is taken to meet the needs of each individual child." 
Visits encouraged. 

The school will be open dally from Tues- 
day, 31st August Get further details by 
Tel: 841070 Fax: 847109 


END OF SUMMER SALE 

at 

THE BANI HAMIDA HOUSE 

Thursday , Aug. 26 (ill Sunday Aug. 29 
From 10:00 u.m. - S:00 p.m. daily 
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Together in boat ride 


ON THE eve of holding the meeting of the 
concerned Arab foreign ministers in Beirut in 
preparation for the 11th round of bilateral peace 
talks in Washington, the Palestinian side is joining 
the chorus of voices expressing optimism about 
the outcome this time around. Palestinian spokes- 
woman Han an Ashrawi confirmed Tuesday that 
the Palestinian side shares the across-the-board 
view that the next session of negotiations will 
register meaningful progress. 

But while the talk about an initial Israeli 
withdrawal from Jericho and Gaza as a first step 
Is gaining currency and acceptance among some 
Palestinian and Israeli circles, there is beneath the 
surface some tension and associated anxiety sur- 
rounding the whole option. 

That is why perhaps the Jordanian-Palestinian 
coordination sessions held earlier this week in 
Amman have acquired an added sense of import- 
ance and urgency. Given the long-lasting and 
special Jordanian-Palestinian relations on every 
front and the geographic proximity between the 
two sides, there is no way that the Jericho-and- 
Gaza -first option can be realised without 
appropriate and thorough coordination and coop- 
eration on every level and in every conceivable 
way. Gaza and Jericho are so small and unviable 
on their own without substantial Jordanian assist- 
ance and cooperation. Access to the Jericho area, 
for example, can never be realised without the 
help of Jordan. Amman therefore should be kept 
abreast of events and agreements leading to the 
realisation of this option as a matter of political, 
economic and practical necessity. 

Besides, there are always understandings, 
agreements and diplomatic niceties to reckon 
with. Jordan has not only provided the Palestinian 
side with an umbrella for participating in the 
peace process but also held up agreement with 
Israel till there is a breakthrough on the 
PaJestinian-lsraeli track. The least that this coun- 
try should expect in this regard is to be kept 
informed about Palestinian tactics and strategy in 
order to lend more effective support for them. 1 

The latest rounds of coordination sessions 
between Palestinian and Jordanian teams are 
steps in the right direction. But what is more 
pressing than convening such cooperation fora is 
to conduct them in-depth and above all with 
candour and goodwill. Neither side wants just a 
show of unity. What is called for is a sincere effort 
to put the Jordanian-Palestinian coordination 
meetings on the right path by con tinuing consulta- 
tions backed up by full disclosures about each 
other’s intentions and objectives. 

Jordan has no intention or interest in adding 
further to the current woes of the PLO. But the 
Palestinian leaders have to understand the con- 
straints facing this country in order to keep it fully 
engaged on their side. 


PRESS COMMENTARIES 


KING HUSSEIN'S visit to Oman is timely and is aimed at 
contributing to the ongoing efforts for reestablishing solidarity 
among Arab states, said Sawt A1 Sbaab Arabic daily Wednesday. 
King Hussein was the first Arab leader to call on Arab leaders to 
transcend the negative results of the Gulf war and forge ahead in 
total solidarity to confront the common challenge, said the paper. 
To beck words with deeds, the King is pursuing contacts with 
Arab states to find a way of ending differences among the Arab 
governments and to pave the ground for reconciliation, the paper 
added. For the King, healing the rifts among the Arabs and 
reestablishing solidarity is a priority in view of the challenge 
facing the Arabs at the moment, continued the paper. It said that 
the King was foremost among the Arab leaders to realise that the 
enemies of the Arab Nation have their ambitions in Arab and 
Arab wealth and are intention subduing the Arab people and 
depriving them of their dignity. The King, in his drive to find a 
just solution for the Palestinian problem, is trying to rally Arab 
countries behind the Kingdom’s endeavours for a lasting and just 
peace, said the paper. It said that after Oman, the King plans to 
make a tour of the. Far East in order to get further backing from 
Asian countries in support of the just Arab causes. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Wednesday focused attention on the 


crisis facing the Palestine Liberation Organisation and its lead- 
ership. Tareq Masanveh said that this leadership is currently 
subjected to political and financial pressure, making its functions 
almost impossible. Indeed, the PLO is facing pressure in- 
connection with the negotiation with Israel, prompting the 
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against the mismanagement, the ongoing peace talks and 
»ii« financial crisis, said the writer. It is no secret that the PLO is 
coming under mounting pressure on all fronts and it is time that 
the Arab countries rallied support this organisation which stands 
out as a symbol of unity for the Palestinian people, said the writer. 


Keys to AIPAC’s success — votes and money 


The following is the first of a 
series of four articles by 
James Zogby, president of 
the Arab American Institute in 
Washington , on the pro-Israel 
lobby AIPAC, examining the 
sources of its power and the roots 
of its current interna/ and politic- 
al problems. The writer contri- 
buted the articles to the Jordan 
Times. 


THE AMERICAN Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (ADPAC), the 
powerful pro-Israel lobby, has 
been hit by a series of crises over 
the past two years. 

AIPACs recent problems be- 
gan in September 1991. Its losing 
fight against President George 
Bush over the issue of loan 
guarantees for Israel was the lob- 
by’s first major legislative defeat 
in ten years. AIPAC then found 
itself at odds in mid-1992 with the 
new-elected Labour government 
in Israel. And, finally, over the 
past six months, after a number 
of embarrassing press stories and 
exposes, the organisation was hit 
by the forced resignations of its 
president, its executive director 
and one of its vice presidents. 

For the first time since the 
group rose to power, the Jewish 
press, and even the mainstream 
newspapers, have run articles 
asking questions like “Is AIPAC 
in trouble?" and “Can AIPAC 
survive?” 

While a great deal has already 
been written about AIPAC in the 
Arab press, much of it has been 
rhetorical and moralistic and too 
little analytical. A more sober 
political analysis is needed in 
order to: 1) understand how the 
lobby really works and identify 
the source of its power 2) review 
the lobby's current problems and 
understand their background; 
and 3) assess the future of this 
group that has played such an 
important role in opposing a ba- 
lanced' U.S.-Arab relationship. 

Since its inception some 40 
years ago, the keys to AIPACs 
success have been: 

— The ability to create a net- 
work of influential American 
Jews and mobilise them to sup- 
port Israel. 

— The ability to raise substan- 
tial amounts of money and use it 
in a focused political plan. 

— The ability to create an aura 
of power. 

— The ability to develop and 
implement an effective political 
strategy. 

Of course, these factors do not 
account for U.S. support for 
Israel, since from the days of 
Israel’s creation there were both 
powerful political forces and 
popular support for the creation 
of a Jewish state. What AIPAC is 
responsible for, however, is the- 
total distortion of the U.S. policy 
during the past two decades, 
which has resulted in the virtual 
implementation of parts of 
Israel’s agenda by successive con- 
gresses and administrations. This 
agenda includes: 

— special extraordinary econo- 
mic benefits given exclusively to 
Israel. 

— silence in the face of repe- 
ated Israeli violations of U.S.- 
laws regulating arms sales, econo- 
mic aid, and U.S. efforts to block 
or delay implementation by Israel 
of several United Nations Secur- 
ity Council resolutions. 

— repeated opposition to im- 
portant and mutually beneficial 
U.S. arms sales to Arab countries 
and 

— the adoption of foreign poli- 
cy initiatives that have forced the 
U.S. to mimic the Israeli policy 
on key Middle East issues. 

So, whil^ public opinion and 


concern for the fate of the Jewish 
people after World War II may 
have at one time accounted for 
U.S. support for Israel, it is 
necessary to comprehend the 
workings of the pro-Israel lobby 
in order to understand' how that 
support has been distorted to 
produce the highly unbalanced 
policy that exists today. 

How has AIPAC done it? By a 
Mending of the four keys listed 
above and detailed below: 


State 


Percentage of 
total vote 


New York 

New Jersey 

Florida 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Pennsylvania 

California 


16 per cent 
10 per cent 
8 per cent 
8 per cent 
8 per cent 
6 per cent 
5.5 per cent 


The ability to network influen- 
tial American Jews and mobil- 
ise them to support Israel. 


Since its earliest days as an orga- 
nised constituency in the U.5., 
the Jewish community has been 
active in soda], cultural and poli- 
tical life. In tins country they 
have been a central component in 
two of our major soda! trans- 
formation movements: organised 
labour and civil rights. Their 
leadership in these two move- 
ments catapulted many American 
Jews into major roles in politics 
and government and won their 
community significant allies 
among other ethnic and radal' 
groups in the U.S. 

American Jews have also been 
extraordinarily active in other 
ways in U.S. politics. For exam- 
ple, they are not only more in- 
volved in political parties and 
campaigns than most other 
groups, bat they also vote in 
percentages almost twice as high 
as the national average. Thongh 
their overall numbers are small 
(they are only 2.2 per cent of the 
U.S. population), the Jewish 
community is heavily concen- 
trated in a number of politically 
important states. More than 80 
per cent of the American Jewish 
community lives in New York, 
New Jersey, Florida. Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and 
California. When their percen- 
tage of the total population in 
these states is multiplied by their 
higher voter-turnout ratio, the 
importance of the Jewish vote can 
be seen in each of these states. 


Thus, in national and statewide 
elections, winning the “Jewish 
vote" in these states is viewed by 
politicians as an important key to 
their success. 

In short, because of their long 
involvement in politics and in 
political and sodai movements, 
the American Jewish community 
is well-placed and respected 
throughout all the United States. 

What AIPAC has been able to 
do, since its inception, is to create 
a network of prominent Jews 
already active in the political 
system, organise them and pro- 
vide direction to their efforts. 
The organisation has been able to 
identify Jews who worked for 
politidans, were friends or assod- 
ates or major contributors of 
politidans, and important Jewish 
leaders who came from the home 
towns of politicians whom 
AIPAC hopes to influence. By 
relying on such a network, the 
lobby was able to win U.S. aid for 
the new state of Israel and build a 
support base in Congress for their 
pro-Israel initiatives. - 

Today, AIPAC as an organisa- 
tion has grown in excess of 50,000 
members. Using its own net- 
works, but also relying on the 
organired strength of the other 
major Jewish groups, AIPAC has 
been able to accomplish a num- 
ber of additional political objec- 
tives: . 

— It has created at least the 
appearance, and in some cases 
the reality, of being able to deliv- 
er a powerful bloc of votes com- 
mitted to the single issue of 
IsraeL 

— It has expanded its network 
of prominent political workers, 
activists, doners and community 
leaders who work with it to 
achieve its agenda. 


— It has created its own ver- 
sion of Washington's famous “re- 
volving door,” as it recruits 
prominent former congressional 
and administration staff to work 
at AIPAC and send former 
AIPAC staff to work in impor- 
tant positions on all levels of 
government. 

Through' this process, AIPAC 
has not only entered the main- 
stream of U.S. politics, it has 
become a component of the 
mainstream of the U.S. foreign 
policy establishment. 


Quantity of money they cc 
electoral politics was CTeourageo g uic ^ been an imported 
bv the campaign reform th* success of the 


reforms sought to eliminate from 
elections large contributions from 
individual donors. The new law 
limited the amount oneperwn 
could contribute to 1.000 per 
candidate per election. ™ 
also allowed for the use of PAts 

— a fond that could receive . ^ 35 'to make it a 

$10,000 from an individual donor ^f r ^ t!# . il 4 onc into t 
and could give $10,000 to a candi- 
date in each election cycle. 

At least 60 to 70 pro-Israel - 
: — with 51 of 


key to the success 
Israel lobby. The PAGs 
allowed the lobby to: 

__ direct money to key n 
stales where there were no major 
Jewish donors and few Jew a 

voters: . , ' h 

— provide identifiable 
Israel money in political aun4j 



The ability to raise substantia! 
amounts of money and to put 
it to use in a focused political 
plan 


American Jews have king been 
viewed as legendary donors in 
American politics. For example, 
in the years before campaign 
finance reform, it was widely 
reported that in 1968, of the 21 
individuals who contributed 
$100,000 or more to the presiden- 
tial campaign of Hubert Hum- 
phrey, 15 were Jews. Even now, 
with campaign finance reform in 
place, it is estimated that over 50 
per cent of the total money raised 
by the national Democratic Party 
and 25 per cent of the money 
raised by the national -Republican 
Party comes from the Jewish 
community. 

But it is not just the amount of 
money that accounts for the 
tremendous influence of the 
donors — it is the targeting of 
that money which makes it to 
important a key to AIPACs suc- 
cess. 

After suffering a defeat in 1981 
in their attempt to block the sale 
of Airborne Warning and Control 
System (AWACS) to Saudi Ara- 
bia, AIPAC derided to become 
more disciplined in the use of 
money in political campaigns. 
Recognising the possibilities and 
limits created by campaign fi- 
nance reform, they helped create 
a number of political action com- 
mittees (PACs) to implement 
their objectives. 

The growth of PACs in U.S. 


PACs currently exist ■ 
them having TUPAC board mem- 
bers as officers or directors. In 
combination these PACs raise 
and distribute roughly $4 1 00U,uuu 
to Senate and congressional 
candidates edefa election cycle. In 
effect, the campaign reform laws 
provided a loophole for larg® 
donors. Instead of giving $50,000 
each to ten different candidates, 
they could each now give $5,000 
to 10 PACs, which could in turn 
give $5,000 to the ten candidates, 
for the same total of $50,000 per 
donor and the same total of 
$50,000 to each candidate. 

AIPAC was the first to discov- 
er this loophole, and exploited it 
most effectively to circumvent the 
intention of die new law. In order 
to work, however, the entire sys- 
tem^ must be carefully orches- 
trated — something that is tech- 
nically illegal as the law prohibits 
any cooperation among PACs 
and prohibits PACs from receiv- 
ing direction from any source. 

While AIPAC claim s to have 
no control over, nor even to have 
offered advice to, the PACs — 
since to do so would be a viola- 
tion of the campaign reform law 
— most informed observers dis- 
miss this claim. There is signifi- 
cant evidence to point to 
AIPACs direction of the pro- 
Israel PACs. How else, AIPACs 
critics charge, can one explain 
how die $4,000,000 coming from 
51 PACs each eyrie ends up so 
conveniently distributed and 
targetted to just the right Senate 
and congressional candidates? 

This network of PACs and the 
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that politicians take into cofiskkg. 

eration and . -' 3 

have a rn echamsn wneseoy_£ 

it could visibly reward frien<fs*B£| 
punish enemies. — 

Between 1990 and 1992. 
four extensive studies of pro-^ 
Israel PACs and thefr givmgqpatv. 
terns in elections. In the J99te 
work, “PAC-ing the U.S. Sen* 
ate ” I found a direct relationship ; 
between amounts of money re- 
ceived by a senator and tfaear . 
voting record on Israel. The sena-_ 
tors with the most consistent pto- 
Israel records received on 
age $100,000 per election 
the pro-Israel PACs. Mean 
the senators with the records least 
supportive of Israel averagedless 
than $8,000 per election from the 

same PACs. - ■ 

In a follow-up study on pro- . 
Israel PACs and the Gulf crisis,” ■ 

I found once again that those 
senators who had most consis- ; 
tendy voted against arms sales to i 
Gulf countries and any form of _ 
U.S.-Gulf security cooperation { 
were consistently among the 
highest recipients of pro-Israel \ 
PAC money. The five highest • 
recipients (Senator Paul Simon of $ 
Illinois, Senator Carl Lev in of - 
Michigan, Senator Tom Harlan 
of Iowa, former Senator Rudy . 
Bosch witz of Minnesota aajl ; 
Senator Claiborn'Pell of Rhfjae ; 
Island) averaged $360,000 each in 
the last two elections cycles, and ; 
all five had perfect voting records i 
in opposing all pro-Arab legisla- ■ 
tion. ± 

Finally, in a 1992 study of.;, 
where those PACs directed their r 
contributions, I observed that 
more than 20 per cent of all the 
-pro-Israel PAC donations in four . 
successive election years went to 
just 17 senators (averaging over 
$200,000 each). These 17 form a 
controlling bloc, of votes on the 
two influential Senate commit- - 
tees which oversee aB foreign 
assistance and arras;sa% alfroad 
, (Foreign Relations and Approp^ 

nations). - - : .i- 

This ability of AIPAC to direct 
some $4,00,000 each election cy- 
cle to a few important senators 
has contributed to their political 
power. And while the Over- 
whelming bulk of the money-goes ; 
to only a handful of senator* and 
a few congressmen (most efettqfu 
officials receive very little, ifany^tj 
support), it is the fear thattthisj 
money could turn against jKuj-t; 
that keeps many elected ofSaals^ 
in hue..- -* ■ ■ y 

A by-product of the creation of I 
PACs and the involvement of| 
AIPAC with major Jewish pofr-f 
deal contributors has been that,| 
gradually, over the past number of| 
years, major wealthy Jewish coa-1 
tributors have been brought mte.l 
the leadership of the organisation| 
and rainfiri nncitinru nn s 
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and gained positions on its execn- 
five board. They now sit along-4 
side the politically savvy oper- 
ators and Washington insiders 
who ran die lobby in the past. 
While their presence has added 
significant new financial re- 
sources to feel the lobby, it has 
also produced tension within tijfef 
organisation and within the 
ish community at large. It i 
tension, as we shall see, \ 
accounts for some of AIPACs 
current .troubles. 


Organised crime wave 


hits Eastern Europe 


By Sandra Lacut 

Agence France Presse 


youtns are increasingly happy to 
offer their services for less. 


VIENNA — A massive 
crime wave has hit Eastern 
Europe in die four years since the 
fall of the communist regimes, 
bringing with it racketeering, hit 
lists and fraud. 

In recent months, Czech police 
have had to deal with a series -of 
minders carried out by Czech and 
foreign hired killers. A dozen 
such murders have been recorded 
since May in Prague and other 
Czech regions. 


According to the police, these 
killings mostly involve settling of 
scores ordered by “businessmen” 
who were quick to make money 
and fall into debt since die peace- 
ful “velvet revolution" of 1989. 

Their businesses are often link- 
ed to the “transfer of funds of 
sometimes dubious origin,” 
police say. 


Most of those murdered have 
fallen victim to professional hit- 
men after becoming involved 
with drugs or prostitution, or 
after finding themselves unable to 
repay unscrupulous creditors. 

These hitmen, “real hired 
assassins from the former Yugos- 
lavia", demand almost $35,000 
per contract, according to one 
police officer. Bnt inexperienced 


Oiganised crime has increased 
threefold since 1989 in the Czech 
Republic and is threatening to get 
out of control following die break 
with Slovakia last January, 
according to Josef Dusha, head of 
a special police unit in Prague. 

Gangs of heavily armed crimin- 
als from the former Soviet Union 
and the Far East control a num- 
ber of networks from abroad. 
The traditional traffic in drugs 
, and weapons is dominated by the 
Yugoslavs, radioactive materials 
by the Ukrainians and prostitu- 
tion by the Russians, according to 
Mr, Dnsha. 

In Romania, hundreds of illeg- 
al immigrants from the former 
Soviet Union — most of them 
from Romanian-speaking Moldo- 
va • — have been blamed for a 
wave of aimed attacks. These are 
linked to racketeering, a phe- 
nomenon that only emerged in 
1993, but has been expanding 
rapidly in recent months. 

In the space of six months, 
Romanian police have recorded 
more than 100 attacks perpe- 
trated by racketeers from the 
former Soviet Union, indnding 
threats against buses filled with 
tourists forced to hand over their 
valuables at gunpoint. 

In Bulgaria, storekeepers and 


restaurant owners confronted by 
tiie racketeers have formed “self- 
defence” committees. 

In Prague, small businesses and 
change bureaus pay up to $2,000 
a month to blackmailers under 
threat of violence. Most of the 
victims are either too frightened 
to report the crime or are them- 
selves implicated in dubious acti- 
vities, according to the police. 

In Hungary, large-scale fraud 
doubled in the first six months of 
1993 compared with die same 
period in 1992. 

Hungarian police have arrested 
19 people and launched investiga- 
tions into 20 fuel distribution 
companies for importing diesel 
oil and passing it off as domestic 
beating feel to avoid paying value 
added tax and customs duties. 

In Romania, more than 700 
joint ventures set up by Chinese 
nationals are in feet “phantom 
firms designed to conceal illegal 
activities,” according to Tudor 
Angelescu, a Romanian chief de- 
tective. 

In tadt recognition of the East- 
ern European problem, 1,000 
‘crime experts from 48 countries 
were holding their Utb congress 
in die Hungarian capital this 
week, focusing on issues ranging 
from economic crime to the fu- 
ture of police and international 
cooperation in crime fighting. 


Lawmakers find little voter 
appetite for a big new plan: 

By Alan Fram whclmmor riah» n n m. •' 
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By Alan Fram 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — One win 
often builds momentum for the 
next in politics, hot President 
Clinton’s deficit-reduction victory 
may have limited his options for 
his upcoming push to revamp the 
health-care system. 
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A glimpse into the past, 
a stroll into the future! 
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rapid development and urba- 
nisation neglected to 
embrace some of the essen- 
tial ingredients that an? re- 
sponsible for the progress 
and development of our 
cities. 

We have left essential parts 
of our heritage, the backbone 
to our ven 1 existence and 
growth, to disintegrate in 
what is known to us today as 
the old downtown. Al Ha! ad. 

In examining the pasi and 
present, and some of the 
negative impacts of rapid 
urban -expansionism. J am in no 
way undermining or conde- 
mning the overwhelming role 
of dcveJopmenr and mod* 
emisafion; on file contrary, 
man Aas always sought after 
new ways to making life 
easier beginning with the in- 
vention of the wheel and cart. 
But, one important aspect ot 
the modern city of Amman is 
missing — that of the market- 
place, the ingenious 
architectural creation that 
has emerged through time. 

The marketplace is basical- 
ly a unit that "embraces" and 


unites many aspects of our 
social and economic activities 
under one complex system. 
My thesis looks into this com- 
plex marketplace from a his- 
torical point of view to bring 
about the distinctiveness and 
originaliry of the Arabian 
marketplace and develop it in 
a conceptual and aestheiical 
language, that borrows from 
the modern Italian and 
American architecture and 
contextualises it in an “ east- 
ern " character. 

In the design presented the 
"modem" suq intermeshes 
with the modern urbanised 
parts of Amman rekindling 
many of the timeless aspects 
and forgo r fen treasures of (Ac 
downtown area. 

The traditional Arabian 
marketplace in general . is 
characterised by their narrow 
winding corridors leading 
into wide open courtyards 
with small cafes on the sides. 

Following experimenta- 
tions with these miniaturised 
public spaces, it seemed ob- 
vious that the " natural " 
evolution of such similar 
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A massing modml of the proposed! market place 
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spaces in tAc *'new" city was 
AigAiy unlikely due to the 
ample undeveloped land and 
the relatively modest scale of 
projects built in most areas. 

Consequently, and in order 
to recaprure and recreate the 
fascinating forms of the suq. 
it was best conceived to de- 
velop the marketplace as a 
prototype in itself, a sepa- 
rate, self-sufficient unit that 
operates independently from 
any exterior modifications, 
mecAjtitcaAy. electrically, or 
otherwise. 

This would provide daily 
essentia/ AouscAo/d require- 
ments to its immediate vicin- 
ity, accommodating them 
with such items as fresh 
groceries and meat cutleries 
on one hand, and various 
other amenities that are 
otherwise inconveniently lo- 
cated on the other. 

This project begins to bring 
both our social and 
architectural heritages back 
to our growing city: It rein- 
troduces to many the tradi- 
tional sense of the Arabian 
city and marketplace — with- 
in a miniaturised version, of 
course — and its relation and 
eventual evolution to the 
modem one. 

This project, (Atougbout 
its time related themes, in- 
evitably entailed many histor- 
ical references throughout its 
different stages of design, 
that visitors invariably will 
come across throughout their 
strolls to the suq. The various 
designs and numerous facade 
treatments recreate ab- 
stracted historical and tradi- 


tional architectural monu- 
ments under a different set- 
ting, while bringing back 
glimpses of a long line of 
historical artifacts and pre- 
served monuments found all 
over this kingdom. 

Certain reminders are 
attributed to the famous Pet- 
ra treasury carved out of the 
fabulous pink stone found in 
the South of Jordan. The 
latter is recreated in a mod- 
ern and aAsrncred conical 
sAape, seemingly caned out 
of a harshly massive stone 
background, and sits dynami- 
cally on a small public area 
that is flanked with Arabian 
style cafes and shops on all 
sides. 

Down along this same pub- 
lic artery, one is struck by 
three massive dome struc- 
tures that crown the grand 
Italian-modernistic units 
serving mainly the immediate 
neighbourhood as efficiently 
as possible f A rough designat- 
ing each unit with its separate 
entrance. These units be- 
come the first, and probably 
the most visible exterior skin 
to the project. They not only 
enforce the linearity of the 26 
metre, two-way street with 
their pure cubical forms, but 
also inflicts such dynamism to 
the street facades and overall 
appearance that they could 
only be conceived as con- 
tinuously attracting new pas- 
sersby. and endlessly raising 
the curiosity of many more to 
come. 

Initially , I searched for so- 
cial models, old and new, to 
base some of my studies and 


various experimentations 
upon. / Aad read my books 
and articles on the orient that 
discussed the habits and lifes- 
tyle of many Arabs and 
Jordanians , from the latter 
part of the last century, and 
the early part of this one: It 
portrayed the way people mi- 
grated to the pans of Amman 
where the stream (AI Sail j 
used to run, and settled down 
into many small communities 
that slowly began ro shape an 
intriguing marketplace, with 
a fully pedestrianised system 
■that connccred every space, 
forming an amazingly com- 
plex and organic system. 

This became the “nucleus ’’ 
ro what we know • today as the 
marketplace. It gave me the 
feeling of a charming minia- 
ture city, that was seemingly 
independent of all things 
around it: h was a business, 
entertainment, and a social 
•'Aangouf" to all the locals. 
The relative size of the spaces 
within it encouraged interac- 
tions between all ages, 
prompting the growth of the 
minds and the dreams of its 
peopie, and making it into 
what we know today as the 
capital city of Amman. 

This Is a 'summary of 
an undergraduate 
architectural thesis 
that won nominations 
for 7 architectural 
awards at the Universi- 
ty of Notre Dame. The 
writer contributed this 
article to the Jordan 
Times. 
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Next ro him, a young white 
woman in a fashionable black 
; silk outfit flirts with a mem- 
ber of the band. 

Around them in this Indian 
Ocean port’s newest nigh 
dub. black and whites brus. 
shoulders and dine on fool 


seldom seen ouisidc South 
Africa’s black townships. 

The menu is chalked in 
English and Zulu on a large 
blackboard in the dub with dis- 
hes like "Isaladi Yesowetan” 
(Sowetan Salad) and "In - 
yjma In Phutu ” (Beef Wrap- 
ped In A Maize Crust) falling 
jneasily on white ears not 
used to South African black 
languages. 

Jam Sons Club opened its 
doors two months ago on the 
beachfront of Durban, the 
country's foremost tourist 
city. 

Since then, it has grown in 
popularity as white South 
Africans discovered black 


African food and music, own- 
er Herbert Scheubmayr told 
Reuters. 

He said Durban was “ one 
of the most racist cities” he 
had encountered in South 
Africa and one of the reasons 
Ae opened Jam Sons was to 
show people of all races they 
could live in peace. "They 
(whites) must actually be able 
to touch another race and sec 
they are not about to be 
eaten ...It might even be 
fun," he added. 

Many of the blacks coming 
to the dub say they can mix 
easily with white patrons and 
also forget about the climate of 
fear ami daily killings in the 


sprawling black townships 
around Durban. 

A bitter turf war between 
supporters of the rival Afri- 
can National Congress and 
the Zulu-bused Inkatha Free- 
dom Party in South Africa’s 
Natal province has claimed 
more than 8,000 lives since 
the mid-1980s. 

“ This place is great. Good 
music, nice food and at least J 
cun forget about violence and 
politics for a while." said the 
black student who identified 
himself as Thabo from Umla- 
zi township outside Durban. 

The music is pure African. 
WAen rAe band takes a 
break, taped music from 


Angola. Botswana and Fran- 
cophone Africa booms from 
the sound system. 

Mr. Scheubmayr hopes to 
attract more African musi- 
dans to Durban. Already 
musicians from Zimbabwe 
and one or two other African 
countries are booked to play 
at the club. 

And when a Mozambican 
musician recently visited the 
club, Mr. Scheubmayr said: 
"When you bring a nice band 
from Maputo, this is the 
place". 

But many patrons also 
come for the food, said chef 
Volker Buckeberg. 

"The food is something 


that has been there all the 
time but has never been ex- 
plored, " Mr. Backeberg said. 

Mr. Backeberg said 'many 
of the dishes are cheap and 
easy to make with “phuthu, " 
or maize porridge which is 
the staple food of black South 
Africans, featuring high on 
the menu. 

Mr. Scheubmayr and Mr. 
Backeberg said decades of 
apartheid-induced isolation 
had cur South Africans off 
from their fellow Africans on 
the continent. 

“ And that is our aim. to 
return South Africa to Afri- 
ca," Mr. Backeberg said. 
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By Rika Otsuka 
Reuter 

TOKYO — Japan's shfgish 
economy is making job- 
hunting competitio tne 
toughest in years V thy 
April 1994 crop of female 
college graduates a com- 
panies raise the hurfcs and 
shrink recruitment pportu- 
nities. 

Traditionally, apanese 
blue-chip firms j° b 
offers by the secorl week of 
July every year, his year, 
large companies hve offered 
far fewer jobs o women 
graduates. 

One student t Aoyama 
Cakuin Univerty. a well- 
known- private college in 
Tokyo, says the tuation is so 
\ tough that aboi half of her 
women friends m»e no: re- 


ceived job offers. 

•'Female students who 
have some (prior) conncction- 
ro large companies were the 
first to get job offers, ” tAe 
student said. 

"But those with some 
kind o f handicap like a gap 
between high school and col- 
lege, growing up abroad and 
not having a home in the 
Tokyo area are really strug- 
gling. " 

Japan’s Equal Employ- 
ment Opportunity Law bans 
such discrimination, but lar- 
ger firms tend to favour only 
female students without so- 
callcd “handicaps", said 
Fumiyo Seimiya of Mainichi 
Communications, which pub- 
lishes job-hunting informa- 
tion magazines. 

During the "bubble eco- 
nomy ” of the late 1980s, 
Japanese companies hired as 


many people as they could to 
keep up with spiralling eco- 
nomic growth, said Seimiya. 
Then firms recruited students 
from diverse backgrounds, 
including many women. 

But as the economy shrank 
over the past few years, firms 
found themselves with a sur- 
feit of workers and hJve be- 
come far more choosy in re- 
cruitment. 

Just being a woman could 
be a handicap now. Seimiya 
said. 

Recruit Research Co. Ltd., 
an affiliate of Japan's biggest 
publisher of employment 
news, reported that the ratio 
of job openings in April 1994 
pdr female college student 
will be 0. 79 (79 jobs per WO 
women), the lowest level 
since the institute started col- 
lecting such data in 1984. 

The ratio was 0.93 this 


year. It was 1.58 at its peak in 
1991, the institution’s data 
showed. 

Things are not much brigh- 
ter for male college students. 

Recruit Research said the 
ratio of job openings per male 
student will be 1.81' in 1994, 
also the lowest since 1984. 

"The data show that there 
definitely will be many- 
female students who could 
not get a job in April. ” said 
Masaya Kinoshita, general 
manager at Recruit Co. Ltd. . 
which also publishes employ- 
ment information magazines 
for students. 

“We have reports of com- 
panies telling female students 
that they won't hirewomenthis 
'year and of firms refusing to 
give company materials to 
them," said one Labour 
• Ministry official. 

When it became apparent 


many Japanese firms were 
reluctant to hire women, the 
Labour Ministry told 
Japanese businesses last 
monrA ro observe the Equal 
Employment Opportunity 
Law and not to require spe- 
cial conditions of female stu- 
dents. 

On July I. the ministry set 
up special desks where 
female srudents can get 
advice and report unfair 
treatment by employment 
officers, the official said. 

Women students may face 
unwarranted persona/ ques- 
tions from interviewers as 
personnel officers try to fer- 
ret out supposed shortcom- 
ings in candidates, the 
Aoyama student said. 

She found that most inter- 
viewers asked her how her 
parents who live outside 
Tokyo would feel if she got a 


job in the city. 

" They keep asking the 
question. If I keep saying 
'(my parents) don’t mind," 
then the officer will start 
thinking that 1 have family 
problems." the student said. 

Despite rAe harsh environ- 
ment for female graduates, 
things could be favourable 
for those willing to start out 
at smaller firms, said Recruit 
Co's Kinoshita. 

Unlike larger companies, 
some medium and small- 
sized firms are still willing to 
recruit competent women 
and have job openings for 
next year, Kinoshita said. 

“If students don't insist on 
‘brand name ’ companies, 
they still have a good chance 
of getting a job with some 
responsibility and satisfaction 
at smaller firms.” 
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BACK-HAND SERVE: The story behind this week’s 
replacement of Khaled Mahadeen as director of the 
Jordan News Agency (’Petra) is one that tells volumes 
about the evolution of democracy in the country. 
Contrary to popular belief that Mr. Mahadeen was • 
pushed aside because of his Uttle skirmish with AJ 
Dustour Arabic daily (see last week 's diary), the real 
story is somewhat different. It started a couple of 
weeks ago. when the minister of information clashed 
with the Petra director, who is a subordinate in the 
ministry’s hierarchy, over a "technical problem ” tAaf 
originated at the agency's end. Immediately after the 
news of the “ technical " fault , which this diary is not at 
liberty to disclose to its readers, reached the minister , 
he sent Mahadeen a strong letter demanding an 
official enquiry into what had Aappened so that 
measures could be taken against the person in cAarge 
of the operation. As would be expected this letter did 
not go down well with Mahadeen who, well-known 
for his sharp tongue and pen , sent a strong-worded 
letter back to the minister. The minister reacted 
sharply: "either withdraw tAe letter or resign. ” No 
one who ' knows Mahadeen would have expected him 
to do either , which of course he did not. So the 
cabinet met; not long afterwards, and a decision was 
taken to employ Mahadeen as adviser at the Prime 
Ministry, but not to direct Petra. As if to depersonal- 
ise the whole matter, the government moved around a, 
few of the other players in the information circle. We 
now have the core of bigger changes to come. The 
government still has tens of vacant positions to fill. 
The longer they wait on them , the sweeter they get, 
and the government can reap all. 
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK; "He (the prime minister) has 
been talking with the Israelis for almost two years now, but 
he would not talk to me even for three minutes’’ — Khaled 
Mahadeen. after he was sacked as director of the official 
Jordanian News Agency (Petra). 
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SEARCHING FOR AN EXCUSE: a privare re- 
search centre has conducted three polls to tap 
different political trends in the country. The overseers 
of this research centre have placed a big tag on each of 
the polls that had been conducted. One of the polls 
attempted to uncover the level of political awareness 
among university students. A quick repd of the 
well-produced poll underlined the predicament of 
amateur pollsters in the country. The 12 page 
publication carried questions that could only be called 
irrelevant to political awareness of current affairs 
affecting the Kingdom. It appeared to attempt to test 
the rate of retention among young men and women of 
historical facts. But that was not the only catch. Apart 
from the fact the pollsters' target group was 85 per 
cent men and only. 15 percent women, they also tailed 
each question and answer with their conclusions upon 
studying the response. The first question for example 
asked students to say when the Emirate of Transjor- 
dan was founded. Only 20 per cent of those polled 
knew the answer. The analysis went as follows: “ The 
80 per cent who did not know tAe exact year of the 
founding of their home country reflects the little sense 
of belonging of the youth; this means that they feel 
that the country has not offered them much to be 
proud of. ” Another question was on when the 
command of the Jordanian army was Arabised. 
Seventy-e/gAt per cent did not know the answer. The 
analysis: “This result reflects the apathy of the youth 
towards the symbol of power in the country. It implies 
a feeling of alienation towards it." The best was 
asking them to name the total number of deputies in 
the Lower House of Parliament. Forty-three per cent 
knew the answer, which, the pollsters said: “Reflects 
the lack of political development in the country. 
Democracy just came back after nearly thirty years of 
inhibition. ” Severai independent editors who looked 
at the poll did not believe that it was scientifically 
conducted nor that the people behind it really 
understood the role of polling. In fact one of them felt 
that the whole affair was just a case of "finding an 
excuse to publish the opinions of those who earned 
ouf the poll." 

JVermeen Murad 







JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY -FRIDAY, AUGUST 26-27, 1993 


•> 

Much ado about something 


By Robert Sbelton 

LONDON — Kenneth Bra - 
Jiagh *s second Shakespearean 
fflp, Much Ado About No- 
thing, brings pure sunshine 
into our darkened cinemas. 
One of the British stars of the 
bubbly comedy , Richard 
Briers , reflected that sun- 
shine in a droll, incisive inter- 
view about the seven weeks 
the troupe spent in sun- 
splashed Tuscany. 

It is a tale of the interaction 
of British stage actors with 
such knowledgeable Amer- 
ican Ghn hands as Denzel 
Washington, Keanu Reeves 
and Michael Keaton. Bra- 
nagh ’s strong yet subtle hand 
is all over the production as 
director and actor. His wife , 
Emma Thompson , fresh from 
her Best Actress Oscar win 
for Howard's End, adds more 
fizz. 

“I still correspond a bit 
with Emma/' Briers said , 
with a semi-permanent 
twinkle in his eyes. “ As a 
bitter actor from Chiswick, I 
wrote her that I'd never won 
such prizes in my much lon- 
ger acting care-;. She wrote 
me -back with appropriate 
modesty f ‘Will you please 
stop writing me! I have 
changed. Yours sincerely, 
God 

As anyone knee-high to a 


TV screen can tell you, Briers 
won his broad audience as 
Tom Good in the classic TV 
sitcom. The Good Life , a 
back-to-the-soil sitcom that 
established bis stardom 18 
years ago. The series has just 
had another festive BBC re- 
run, which gave Briers ample 
opportunity to look back at a 
remarkable career. 

He joked about bis six 
previous Sims , each more 
disastrous than the other. 
And, amazingly, in his work 
with Branagh's Renaissance 
Company, he's moved on 
from Restoration comedy, a 
memorable Uncle Vanya, 
Corialanus at Chichester Fes- 
tival Theatre and the title 
role in Shakespeare's most 
unrelenting tragedy. King 
Lear. 

Much Ado was shot at the 
14th century Villa Vignamag- 
gio near the town of Greve in 
the heart of the Chianti wine 
regjon. That historic villa was 
once the home of the Gher- 
adini family, whose daughter 
was made immortal in 
Leonardo Da Vinci's portrait 
of the Mona Lisa. After 
seeing the locals . ; it is obvious 
why she was smiling. 

Branagh said , “i always 
felt that much Ado about 
Nothing needed to be shot on 
location to more thoroughly 
convey the sense of people 


living in the countryside. ” He 
not only directed but also 
played Benedick to Emma's 
Beatrice, a cinematic mar- 
riage made in heaven. 

On the set, broiling in the 
sun between the venerable 
cities of Florence and "Siena, 
temperatures nudged 100 de- 
grees. According tto Briers, 
whose admiration of Branagh 
remains objective, the young 
director made a foolish mis- 
take that nearly killed him. 

“The entire fi lmin g was 
great fun, except for the first 
day," Briers recalled. “We 
bad to run down the hill and I 
do think the temperature 
reached 106 degrees. We 
made eight takes of running 
down that hill, and I really 
thought I was going to die. ” 

“I had broken my ankle 
during the world tour of King 
Lear , " he continued. “I was 
terrified it might happen 
again. I was wearing those 
terrible shoes called espardil- 
les, and all those loose stones 
and shard were coming at my 
feet. I was concentrating so 
hard on where I was going to 
put my feet, I forgot to 
breathe. I was the oldest 
member of the cast, which 
was depressing. A highly 
dangerous first day, which 
Ken should have shot last so 
he might at least have the rest 
of the film in the can if he had 


a dead actor.” 

Briers says the American 
actors related very well to the 
British cast, despite the dif- 
ferences in attitudes , back- 
grounds and earning power. 
“We got on terribly well. 
There was very little money. 
The actors from the U.S. 
took a 95-per cent cut, while 
the Brits were working for 
their regular fees. We aU had 
to live in digs... very nice, but 
simple. Nobody had dressers 
or that sort of thing , of 
course . ” 

“It's strange, but Keanu. 
Reeves, a young veteran of 
15 films, including Bram 
Stoker's Dracula, and the up- 
coming Bertolucci blockbus- 
ter, little Buddha, needed a 
police escort in France, but 
nobody knew him in Tos- 
cany, ” Briers said. “ Actual- 
ly , I was better known in 
Toscany than he was. There 
were quite a few British peo- 
ple there who knew me. I just 
said, 'oh, yes. The Good 
Life.' I told myself, ‘Weil, 
I'm bigger than him' — oh, 
yes, big in Tuscany .'* 

Briers thinks the absence 
of recognition was good for 
the Americans. “Not being 
treated like big shots, they 
could fully relax, and we 
could hear them giving sighs 
of relief at that. Very quickly, 
they became part of a hard- 


working family repertory 
group.” 

“they did think, of course, 
that we were all nuts. They 
do take their work a bit more 
seriously than we do. They, 
stay in character, while we 
pull out the cigarettes and 
curse and goon to the pub, ” 
Briers continued. 

“The American actors 
were a little more committed, 
a bit more serious. But they 
began to unbend and say to 
os, Man, I just love you, but 
you're mad.' We thought 
they were a tittle strange 
themselves. Considering we 
were foreigners to each 
other, we got on amazingly 
well, ” said Briers. 

Inevitably, there were ex- 
changes of technique. Briers 
tried to teach Keanu Reeves 
some Restoration comedy 
movements , hut he consis- 
tently fell over. “He thought 
that was quaint!” 

Briers used to say the dif- 
ference between stage acting 
and Elm acting is that you're 
a bit more quiet on camera. 
“But the big actors tike De 
Niro and Nicholson are not 
afraid of being very theatric- 
al. So, I said to myself, why 
not be tike Nicholson, not be 
frightened and still be true to 
the role?” 

“Ken Branagh is very good 
about getting you to be troth- 




Richard Briers (centre) in a scene 

from Shakespeare’s comedy Much 

Ado About Nothing, directed by 


hil. He's a remarkable per-, 
son. He sort of coaches you 
rather than directs you. Hav- 
ing done Lear with him, it 
gave me a lot of nerve sifter 
that, no matter how big the 
screen: If it's truthful, it will 
seti.” 

Branagh has encountered 
quite a bit of Hade: in the 
British press and among the 
audience. Briers said “ the 
boy,' the young man ” has 


been hurt but has developed 
his armour against the En- 
glish disease of not liking 
people who push forward too 
much. “ He’s a great director 
and a fine actor. When he 
gets to my age, he'll be a 
great actor, too. He is, after 
all , making a lot of opportu- 
nities for actors and techni- 
cians to work on stage and in 
film. His life's ambition is to 
Elm all of Shakespeare's 
plays. Including the full. 


Kenneth Branagh, wfthM 
Beckiusale, and (right) Braun. _ 
Blessed \ . 

as developed three-and-thrtt-qarter-i 

Inst the En- Hamlet, on Elm \ .--4, 


Hamlet, on Elm\ ..- 4 . 

“Our one andpnly ambt- l 
tion was to get jeopie jrrto t . 
the cinema. Fo j many of{- 
them , it may their drrfyi 
chance to see an! hear tfa&l 
man’s, amazing\writing.'' j ' 
Briers says the Elnwas a truer 
ensemble piece. You never \ 
make it on your ovn in ths | 
business ” — Wirld News $ 
Link. I 






Well, blow me down: Anniversary of Popeye’s film debut 


By Anne Stuart 

; The Associated Press 

• WATERTOWN. Mass. (AP) 
— Well, blow me down. It's 
■ been 60 years since Popeye 
swaggered his way onto the 
silver screen. And his de- 
voted fans say the spinach- 
slurping sailor man has 
weathered the years quite 
well. 

“ There has never been a 
point where Popeye has 
faded and then come back. 
He's always been there,” said 
Fred Grandinetti. founder of 
the ofEcial Popeye Fanclub 
and owner of 1,000 pieces of 
Popeye memorabilia. 

The 400-member club — 
and King Features Syndicate , 
vhich owns the rights to 
Popeye — are marking the 
60th anniversary of Popeye’s 


Erst Elm appearance this 
summer. 

It was in July 1933 that 
Popeye, previously a charac- 
ter in E.C. Segar’s long-run- 
ning newspaper comic strip, 
muscled into the movies as a 
guest in a Betty Boop car- 
toon. He blustered his way 
through a long Elm and tele- 
vision career before sailing 
off to rerun land with Olive 
Oyl, Bluto. Wimpy . 
Swee'pea and the rest of the 
crew. 

Even now . “ there seems to 
be a Popeye cartoon running 
somewhere in the world at 
every moment of- the- day.” 
said Amanda Hass, a King 
spokeswoman who gives her 
title as “Popeye's personal 
publicist . " 

In Boston alone, “ you can 
watch him eight times a day , ” 


Mr. Grandinetti said. 

He. should know. He's 
been a Popeye devotee since 
he was 3 years old and his 
mother brought him an Olive 
Oyl doll to keep him com- 
pany as he recovered from a 
tonsillectomy. 

Now 31, he owns hundreds 
of Popeye ■ items , including 
Egurines, puppets, stickers, 
books, buttons, dishes, clo- 
thing, games , toys and 
posters . 

At his parents' insistence , 
Mr. Grandinetti confines the 
collection to one room in the 
family's home. The Popeye 
paraphernalia crams the 
walls, doors, shelves, drawers 
and most of the floor space. 

One portrait, drawn by 
another cartoonist, is in- 
scribed in classic Popeye 
lingo: ‘To Fred, me besk 


pal. ” There's a Popeye sing- 
ing telephone, a Popeye 
“gjrve-a-sbow” projector and 
a Popeye T-shirt that prom- 
ises: “You, too, can have a 
body tike mine if you eat 
spinach. ” 

“ People think I'm nuts,” 
acknowledges Mr. Gran- 
dinetti, who finances his fixa- 
tion with his paycheck from 
an office job at a local Vinyl 
Company. 

He estimates he ’s spent ab- 
out SI 0.000 on memorabilia- 
that, at current prices, is 
worth about three times that 
much. His favourite — and 
most expensive — piece: A 
large talking Popeye doll, ar- 
ea 1951, purchased for $500. 
Because it was a prototype, 
this particular doll has an 
incongruous tittle-girl voice 


— the man uf act ur er changed 
it to the familiar gruff mum- 
ble before mass-producing it 
Mr. Grandinetti, who 
graduated from Northeastern 
University with a com- 
munications degree, self-pub- 
lished a book on Popeye col- 

. Iecti bles and contributes arti- 
cles to the dub's quarterly 
newsletter. (He also wrote 
Still Dreaming OfJeannie for 
the Barbara Eden Fan Club, 
but that's another story). 

Ms knowledge of Popeye 

■ lore is so vast that King Fean 1 

■ turess om et jme s refers caBers-^ 

' with' tricky trivia questions!"' 
The syndicate , which 
actually dates Popeye's birth 
to his 1929 appearance in 
Segal's Thimble Theatre, a 
newspaper comic strip, 
marked the anniversary of his 
family debut simply with an 


arm-wrestting competition in 
New York a few weeks ago. 

Ted Turner's cartoon net- 
work ran a week-long 
“Popumentaiy” series, while 
fans from throughout the 
country gathered in Chicago 
for a Popeye Him Festival. 
TbeyTl note the milestone 
again in September, when 
they gather for their annual' 

. Popeye Picnic ” in Segar’s 
hometown of Chester, HI. 

But Mr. Grandinetti, also a 
free-lance cartoonist who 
teaches ^ast aim q abie-4elevi- 
sion, says -Ibe-. anniversary 
merits more wideqjread rec- 
ognition. So he’s spent the 
past few weeks on a Popeye 
promotion crusade. 

“He's just a genuine all- 
around good guy , ” Mr. . 
Grandinetti said in explaining 
Popeye's perennial popular- 


ity .. “He never asked for a cause I eats my spipen, nc 

reward. He just did the right crows. ' 

thing.” But Mr. Brooks, and Mr. \ 

Mr. Grandinetti is" not Grandinetti , amo /4 others, 

a/one in his admiration for insist he’s nonviolent, fight-: 
the scrappy sailor who de- ing only in self-de&rce. - 4 -- 
rives superhuman strength . ^ Grandinetti 1 1 tradi-' 

dualist, prefernig the! 
dreamy world of tin early' 

cause of his values/' Mikal ^^ y f^°° nS t0 
Brooks, the fan dub's co- * 1 ■£*! 

founder, said in explaining hal i r !!^, I y peye J? ld 
what led him to collect about ** \ 

3/200 Popeye items over the ! 

fyloyal to his Mends. He's 

kind to chfidren, he'stoiiti to "ft ^ 1 ?^ e - 1 

animals .” But\ there's one ajea in j 

Over the years, the one- which Mr. Grandjoetfi and\ 


'cause I eats my spinach,*” he l 
crows. 1 1 

But Mr. Brooks, and Mr. \- 
Grandinetti, amoiq others, ) 
insist he's nonviolent, tight- r - 
ing only in self-defri, ce_ -. 4 .-. 

'Mr. Grandinetti ^ 1 tradff-] 
tionalist , prefernig the ? - 
dreamy world of tin early* 
Popeye cartoons to tin short- 1 
lived 1980s version h which ) 
Olive and Popeye eid thearf 
half-century courtsijp by\ 


eyed seaman has been in Popeye part ways. Vl hatcl 
plenty of brawls, mostly with spinach . especially tie Can-1 
the beefy bad guy variously ned stuq/' Mr. GnMxknettil 
known as Bluto or Brutus . . said. “Icmonlytakehiri&*\ _ 
T tights to the finish , lot of bitter and salt? . - j * 


manymg and prodhong a ! 
..son. iDon't. even ^ ask about ! 
$80 niovie with ftobin f 


But\ there's one ajjea in 
which §fr. Grandjuagi and 


spinach, especially tie Can-1 
ned stuif ” Mr. Gnsidmmti\ 
said. “1 cm only takeit iritfi ai _ 


Home is where the movies are 




NEW YORK (AP) — When 
Wolfgang Petersen moved to 
California six years ago, he 
bad a feeling it was not going 
to be tike the Westerns be 
loved as a kid growing up in 
Germany. 

The director of the 
acclaimed Das Boot and The 
~Neverending Story knew 
'what had happened to 
' George Miller, Wim Wen- 
ders and other directors from 
overseas who tried to make it 
in Hollywood. He was well 
aware of the compromises, 
the broken promises, the stu- 
dio politics. 

v But Petersen did not ex- 
' pect to direct German art 
Elms nor did he plan to be- 
come the next John Ford. His 
reasons for coming to Amer- 
ica have tittle of the drama of 
■other immigrant stories: He 
wasn't a political exile, a cri- 
minal on the run or a dream- 
er trying to escape his past. 
1 All he wanted was a chance 
to make movies. 

“The German Elm industry 
-is dead, ” said Petersen. 52, a 
• ruddy-faced man with sandy, 
shoulder-length hair. “Where 
I live and what I am has to do 
with where I work. / think, 
overall, worldwide, the most 


interesting, talented people 
are gathered in Los Angeles. 

“The bad things about 
Hollywood are very obvious; 
There's a lot of hot air , a lot 
of ties. ...It's very competi- 
tive, very money-oriented, 
very commercial. If you want 
to succeed there, you have to 
End a way as a filmmaker to 
keep your integrity intact and 
make good movies . " 

At Erst, Hollywood was a 
game Petersen kept losing. 
He spent months on a Elm 
with Kathleen Turner, only 
to have the actress become- 
pregnant and the project fall 
through. Ms next movie. 
Shattered , was a thriller that 
su ffered both from poor re- 
views and from financial 
problems at MGM. 

But Petersen had made too 
many movies just to give up, 
and too many movies for 
someone not to notice him. 

Clint Eastwood was look- 
ing fora director to do In The 
Lme Of Fire and thought of 
Petersen, with whom be had 
chatted a few years earlier at 
a dinner party given by 
Arnold Schwarzenegger. 
Eastwood met with Petersen, 
checked out his work and 
gave Petersen the job. 


“You have to have a tittle 
bit of conBdence. You say , 
"well, Tve done 25 Elms be- 
fore. I can make Elms and get 
all kinds of recognition and 
awards.' It's not tike you 
don't know bow to do it 
anymore,” Peter sen said. 

“You sometimes have 
seven-year cycles. You look 
at other directors. They don't 
have the big successes all the 
time. Up to Neverending 
Story, my career was one 
success after another. Then I 
came into the stormy interna- 
tional scene. I needed time to 
get a feeling for this work — 
it’s not Germany anymore.” 

In The Line Of Fire stars 
Eastwood as secret service 
agent Frank Horrigan , who 
still broods over his failure to 
prevent the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Di- 
vorced and Jti-tempered, 
Listening to Miles Davis CDs 
in bis spare time . he's in 
danger of again living this 
nightmare when a profession- 
al assassin named Mitch Le- 
ary (John Malkovich) phones 
and tells Him be is going to 
shoot the president. 

Horrigan begins a romance 
with a fellow agent (Rene 
Russo), but the Elm is really 


a story about the relationship 
between him and Leary. 
They are tike warring sides of 
the same psyche: The tough, 
but frightened Eastwood and 
the smooth , manipulative 
Malkovich. Both are loners, 
both living in a past they are 
convinced was better. 

You can see elements of In 
The Line Of Fire in several of 
Petersen's Elms. There's the 
interaction of servicemen in 
Das Boot, the feelings of 
being haunted by the past in 
Shattered, the mind games in 
Black And White Like Day 
And Night, a German Elm 
about a particularly challeng- 
ing chess match. 

“I really thought this was 
my kind of thing, especially r 
the phone calls between Le-' 
ary and Eastwood, ” be said. 
“It's a tightrope thing — so 
close, they kind of mirror 
each other, kind of the same 
problems with the past. 

“I think it's very interest- 
ing that we all go thro ugh our 
lives being challenged, 
seduced by things and trying 
to End something in our lives. 

■ 1 his basic pattern is obvious- 
ly something I react to.” 

, Wba t first seduced 


Petersen was America, at 
least American pop culture. 
Rock TF roll and Hollywood 
movies meant freedom for a 
boy growing up in bleak, 
postwar Germany. By the 
time he was 11, Petersen was 
making bis own Elms. At age 
20 , he directed his fast play. 

After making several dra- 
mas for German television, 
Petersen directed bis Erst fea- 
ture, One Of Us Two , which 
came out in 1973. Interna- 
tional acclaim came eight 
years later with Das Boot 
(The Boat), an intense, claus- 
trophobic account of a 
doomed Nazi U-boat crew . 

The $12 million produc- 
tion, then the most expensive 
in Germany, took three years 
and Peterson shot nearly a 
million feet of Elm. The 
'movie received six Academy ’ 
Award nominations, includ- 
ing one for Best Director, 
despite heavy criticism at 
home. 
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Rene Russo and Clint Eastwood 
play Secret Sendee agents in the 
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Danish rock festivals — musi 


were. We were dealing with a 
kind of propaganda situation 
in reverse. 

“ Now Germany , in a 


By Tomas Kristiansen 

Reuter 

-LANG ELAND. Denmark 
r- As daddy drinks bis beer 
listening to Irish rock veteran 
Van Morrison , his fwo-year- 
o/d daughter plays with an 
inflatable kangaroo in a huge 
kindergarten park. 

The scene f ' one of some 
30 major Danish rock music 
^festivals, a booming business 
-.-.and a part o. his northern 
country's summer lifestyle. 

The 1993 season has seen 


more festivals than ever be- 
fore, "despite the rainiest 
weather in recent memory. 

Festivals compete by End- 
ing their own niches. 

“The festival of the whole 
family” is the slogan of the 
Langeland Festival on a small 
island south of writer Hans 
Christian Andersen's home 
town of Odense. „ 

It gives greying rock afti- 
donados the chance to con- 
centrate on Morrison and 
British bass virtuoso Jack 
Bruce while the kids are let 


loose in a 5,000 square metre 
(54.000 square foot) kinder- 
garten park. 

The Roskilde Festival, one 
of Europe’s leading rock ex- 
travaganzas , near 
Copenhagen drew 80,000 
spectators this year and was 
characterised by organisers as 
the most successful ever. 

Festival director Leif Skov 
says the festival, which 
attracts half of its crowd from 
abroad, mainly Sweden and 
Germany, has reached its 
spectator limit. 


music, kindergartens and condoms 
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The four-day event offers a 
wide variety of rock, heavy 
metal, blues, hip-hop and 
more subtle kinds of music. 

This year’s big name was 
Canadian singer and guitarist 
Neil Young, but few big stars 
'are invited to the festival 
which focuses on up-and- 
coming names. 

The Roskilde Festival used 
to have a reputation for 
drugs , nudity and sex. While 
still not a family event the 
mood of the 1960s is now 
expressed mainly through 


casual, but safe sex and the 
occasional whiff of mari- 
juana. 

Danish anti-AIDS orga- 
nisation offer free condoms 
at all the major festivals. 

Organisers must be flexible 
in other ways, too. 

When Denmark reached 
the final of the European 
Soccer World Championships 
last year at the height of the. 
Roskilde event, the music 
was unplugged and giant out- 
door television screens were 
set up for the final game 


against Germany. 

Competition between fes- 
tivals is becoming fierce in a 
country with only 5.1 million 
people. 

The 14-year-old festival at 
Skanderborg, which took- 
place earlier this month, used 
to easily attract more people 
than it needed to secure its 
surrival. But organisers said 
they- had a harder time this 
year to reach the 10,000 tick- 
et target 

The slogan is “ the most 
beautiful festival in De - 
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Figures do He 


By Jcan-CIaudm Ettas 

iww®' 1 (JTV> “ “"""'fr broadcast , way 

Mac^e WF *? n,e CTtfEted A* OiuSi 
&sf history of the computer since it was 

|Su23?L to JU “ ^ ^ ertd of W»« War XT. 
roo/ fnTJ?,h W y - rfffia/n for some, a 'sine qua non’ working 

^theranightLreforacert^ 

/w^t pC ? naJ computer fPC; user uswd/y doesn't 

otterSJSS^ £ b ° at S Wfle,w »' specfficat&ns and 
e , ' ' numbers. He would normally be given a machine '***• 

some specialist or enlightened friend would choose lor him. 

mi^rh k *°£ iS h™ ZO ° pce * te *' ^ptnent ££ 
S< ? /hva/r ’ or P*>#*mmes he needs fo use. 
JWitA tie ^ u/unrerrupfed fa// of PC prices and their 
«w^creasiiig P^H'cr. more /ay people have to make 
choices when selecting or purchasing PCs without having 
tfie technical background that would allow them to mate 
the right decision. Nor can they use the service of 
speciahsed consultants for the low price of the PCs does not 
JUS £^. ae . added «Wf. of the consultants' fees. 

l °help them select the right equipment , such people 
would try to find comfort and assistance in the commcraal 
catalogues and brochures manufacturers generously 
cleverly distribute. If there is a field full of comparative 
figures it is obviously in the computer's industry. Memory 
size, bard disk capacity, clock rate, access time , resolution, 
transfer rate, ...you name it. they have it. And this is where 
the nightmare starts. 

PC manufacturers realise, all too well, that their prom- 
otional commercial documentation is oriented towards the 
average consumer: and not the specialists. They have 
understandably acquired the habit of presenting very 
attractive figures. The information in a PC catalogue can lie 
as much as social statistics or opinion polls unless one 
knows bow to read and interpret them. One has also to 



take into consideration the figures that are NOT given. 

For example, a brochure can indicate that the memory of 
a PC is eight MB (megabytes — million characters). Fine. 
Why doesn’t it also mention the memory's access time , 
equally important? It is expressed in nanoseconds (NS) and 
ranges from 12 to b NS^ The smaller the faster. 

A screen or monitor's resolution is expressed in pixels 
(picture elements) — the number of tiny dots that make the 
display. The higher, the better. One should also inquire 
about the size of the pixel (0.23. 0.31 or 0.28 mm) and the 
number of possible colours per pixel. Most monitor 
manufacturers reduce tht number of co/ours (without 
indicating it in the catalogue) when they give you higher 
resolution. So much to know!- 

Reliable , complete information is in the technical (non 
commercial) documentation that any serious manufacturer 
prepares. Unfortunately such documentation is not easily 
disclosed to the customer and anyway might be too 
complicated to read. The other excellent source is the 
specialised computer magazines that conduct good , un- 
biased reviews of software and hardware every month. 
Their data /s > fair, well presented, complete yet easy to 
understand for the non-professional. I have often found the 
information in such publications more useful and even 
more accurate than the one provided by the manufacturers 
themselves. 
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ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 




By 


BELIEVE IT OR NOT 

& Along 34th Street in New York last year, more than 
6.000 dancers took part in a team dance accompanied by 
stamping the ground in unison and harmony. 

Hr Hr Or Hr Hr 

Hr In New Guinea tens of embalmed bodies of veteran 
soldiers have been shown on scaffolds in honour of their 
courage in defending their village some 80 years ago. 

Hr fr fr fr fr 

Hr A Briton invented "an eyeglass " equipped with mini- 
mised TV screen annexed to two lenses. 

nr nr nr nr Hr 

Hr An American firm has taken the privilege of producing 
special head-dresses for tame cats. 

Hr Hr Hr Hr Hr 

Hr Ants can survive underwater for 14 consecutive days. 

Hr Hr Hr Hr Hr 


LETS LEARN ARABIC 


The weather 


How is the weather now? 
It’s changeable. 

It’s beautiful. 

It’s very windy. 

It’s very warm. 

It's foggy. 

It's damp. 

It's very cold. 

It’s very hot. 

It’s rainy. 

It lightens. 

It thunders. 

It hails. 


Kayfa habit al taks sd aan? 

MutakalBb. 

Joined. 
Assifjiddan. 
Dafi’jiddan. 
Dababi. 
Ratib. 
BaridJSddan. 
Harjiddxa. 
Mom dr. 
Alsama tobrik. 
AJ sauna tor’Jd. 
Alsama lom’tir barad. 



B* l > 
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Hr Hr Hr Hr Hr 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

Coffee 

An evergreen shrub believed to have originated in 
Ethiopia. 

Discovered and popularised by the Arabs at the 
beginning of the 15th century. 

Unknown to Europe until the 17th cent. 

Seeds are roasted and ground to powder to make 
coffee. 

Flowers are fragrant, small and white. 

Fruit, which is scarlet when ripe-, contains two seeds. 
Grows to 15-20 ft high ■ - 

Shrub is in full bearing in 5-6 years and lasts for 30 
years. 

Tropical crop and does best on frost-free hillsides with 
moderate rainfall. 

Brazil produces more than i two-ihirds of all coffee in the 
world. 

Other chief exporting countries are: Kenya. Columbia. 
Guatemala, Venezuela. El Salvador. Indonesia. Ivory 
Coast, Uganda , Mexico and the East Indies. 

Wprld production estimated 4J00.000 metric tonnes. 


TIME FOR FUN 

One of Billy’s baby teeth bothered him and since he 
wouldn’t let his father try the old string and doorhandle 
method a visit to the dentist was the only alternative. 
The dentist had no trouble extracting it. In fact, BiUy 
didn't even feel it coming out. Bur when he saw the 
tooth in the dentist’s forceps he let our a terrible screech. 
"That will be five dollars, "said the dentist when he saw 
Billy's father fetch out his wallet. 

Now it was the father's turn: to ydl. 

"Five dollars V* he screeched.'”/ thought it would be only 
a dollar. " 

"It would have been." replied the dentist, "if the boy's 
shouts hadn't scared four customers from the office." 

fr A- fr Hr Hr 

Maybe John wouldn ‘ t have staggered out of rhe saloon if 
he had known that the minister was passing at that very 
moment or maybe he would. At any rare he did. 

The minister looked at him with large , sorrowful eyes 
and said. "Oh, John, I’m so sorry to see you come ouf of 
such a place as that." 

"All right, then, sir,’’ he said sadly, "I’ll go right back 
in. " 

fr fr Hr Hr Hr 


YOUR DREAMS INTERPRETED 

SMOKE: If your dream featured smoke from a known 
source (i.e., a fire or chimney), it signifies improving 
financial conditions; however, if you saw or smelled the 
smoke but couldn ’ t identify its souce. you are likely to be in 
for a period of annoying worries or petty disappointments. 
Keep your chin up: you'll soon find comfort in new 
experiences. 

SOLDIERS: For a woman to dream of soldiers is a warning 
against casual love affairs; but for a man. it predicts 
surprising business (or professional) changes. 

PUZZLES 

JUMBLE BOX 

(I) Untangle the five words given in jumbled form and 
place them in the rows of the grid in the correct order, 
and the circled letters will give three more words 
reading downwards, 

MARLA 
S E R O L 
SEVER 
Y E R V E 
D E R / B 



fll) A snail climbed to the top of a railing at 1'A feet pbr 
hour. Coming down it sped along at l 1 /: feet per hour. 
The whole journey took 6 hours. 

What was the height of the railing? 


Little feet 


By E. Yaghi 


l near in trie cnamber above me 
The paner of little feet 
The sound of a door that ts opened 
And voices soft and sweet. 

Hmnry Wadsworth LorsgfmBow 

Yusef looks like an angel. He has dark hair , green eye% and 
fair skin. His heigh: is about 2 feet and as for appearance he 
bus a very’ deceptive innocent look. Such events as him is 
what makes grandparents’ hair rum even grayer than it 
already is from raising their own batch of children. Sow. 
grandparents are supposed to be those jolly old folks nho 
sit back in their rocking chairs and just chuckle their hearts 
out when paid visits by their delightful grandchildren. But, 
wait a minute, this is all wrong, for Yusef is a typical 
grandchild who is in reality a very short monster in disguise 
that puts Dennis the Menace to shame. 

When the little jungle of joy lirsr arrived at his 
grandparents’ house, they were very delighted to see their 
first grandchild. They oohed and aahed with. m Oh, isn’t he 
adorable! He looks fust like his father did when he was two 
years old!" 

But they soon discovered that here the resemblance 
definitely ended. However rhe first evening of his visit, the 
boy did put on a good show r and when his father warned: 
"lie’s so naughty. just wait and see , " his doting grandpa- 
rents said to' one another: "Ob, he's just kidding. Look 
how sweet the baby is!" 

Boy, were they in for a big surprise! The next day that 
"sweet" little " babv " zoomed around the house' as if 
someone had installed within him an inbuilt motor. He 
didn’t leave one single item right side up in the whole 
bouse, nor did he ever stop testing his lungs at full blast as 
though there is some misproportion between the size of 
little monsters and the sounds that they emit. That child 
was everywhere at all moments, like salt in the cooking or 
better yet. like salt on a raw wound. In no time at all, 
crumbs covered rhe entire premises, sticky fingerprints 
abounded all over, and Yusef discovered even electrical 
appliance as well as outlet wherever he sped. 

Day two found both his grandparents completely 
exhausted and ready to collapse in some hidden comer but 
they waited patiently for the kid’s bedtime. "Dear," 
grandma said ro her irritated husband. " don't normal 
children go to sleep around eight or nine a: nigh:?" 

Grandpa grumpily replied: "In the first place, there has 
never been such a thing as a " normal child. ” In the second 
place, why should the guy go to sleep when he enjoys 
tormenting us? And in the third place, the energy he’s got 
will last him for another five hours!" 

One hot sticky and boiling summer day, darling Yusef 
decided to test his expertise on the key for the guest room 
door. Sure enough, he succeeded in locking the door, but 


he forgot himself inside, which didn't bother him in the 
least. Neverthelesss, being afraid for their valuables as well 
as the safety of their grandson, the hectic grandparents 
tried to coax the child to free himself. 

"Yusef. turn the key the other wav so you can unlock the 
door !'* 

Suddenly, the boy turned into an idiot and couldn 7 move 
the key either way. "OK, sweetheart, don't cry! (Of course 
he wasn 7 crying). I’m sliding' a newspaper under the door . " 
under the door." 

The idiot began to tear the paperinto pieces, but the key 
remained in the door. Finally, a brilliant idea struck the bv 
now frantic grandmother so she rushed out of the room arid 
returned with a spare key and opened the door. 77>ere was 
sw eet little Yuset. sitting on the mg and happily ripping up 
the newspaper. His mother swept him in her arms'and 
swooned and cooed over him with tears in her eyes and, 
"oh, my darling, are you all right?" 

When the small terror isn't locking and unlocking doors, 
screaming his head off at the top of his lungs, checking 
every electrical outlet in the house and poking pens into 
them, switching every light off and on a thousand times, 
opening and shutting' the refrigerator, sticking his hands in 
the washing machine . playing with the vacuum cleaner, 
washing dishes (?). or trying ro murder his baby sister, he* 
might be found up on the roof of his grandparents house 
trying to scale the walls and jump off the four story building 
or following every move his grandparents make.' They can 
be seen endeavouring to Fide in bathrooms or taking 
suddeg walks, but they are usually caught before they 
escape and become stuck with the pitter patter of little feet. 

" One good thing about being a grandparent is that when 
the grandchildren cry, we can give them back ro their 
parents . " grandma deduced to her bleary eyed husband 
who sat almost in a faint in his favourite chair. 

"Is that so? Well, not if you live in the same house. Did 
you realise that this little kid is either driving us crazy by 
gening into everything we own or spending the rest of his time 
crying for the things be isn’t supposed to have? Whoever 
said little children are fun? They're noise boxes with more 
hands than an octopus and more energy than ten adults . " 

Right now the doting grandparents arc patiently (?) 
waiting for that glorious' momen r when their son. his' wife, 
little Yusef and his baby sister find an apartment hopefully 
many miles away from their grandparents' house. But all in 
all. his grandparents really do adore him when he's not 
being naughty or cry ing, preferably when he’s sleeping. He 
reallv does live iri their hearts. 


And there will I keep you forever 
Yes. forever and a day. 

Till the walls shall crumble 'to ruin. 
And moulder in dust away. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday , Aug* 26 

830 Toq,, Close To Comfort 
9:19 HJLLP. 

Steam Heal 

Starring: John Mahoney, 
Wesky Snipes 

The team help two kids who 
think that there are ghosts in 
their house. They also help 
two old people and put out a 
big fire in a big building. 

Hk90 News In English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

Lethal Exposure 

Starring: ABy Sheedy and 
Fraacois-Eric Geadron 

The adventure of Chris Cas- 
sidy, a young photographer, 
who’s photos at JFK Airport 
lead her to Paris in a somber 
police affair. 

Friday, Aug. 27 

830 Head Of The Class 

Volleyball Anyone? 

The class challenges the 
school's basketball team fora 
volleyball match. 

9:10 Reasonable Doubts 

The Shadow Of Death 

Tessa and Dicky succeed in 
sending a notorious criminal 
to the electric chair. 

UkOO News In English 

10:20 The One Game 

Tlie three partners Magnus, 
Nicholas and Jeanette work 
in a company that produces 
video games, Nicholas dis- 
covers that his friend Mati 
works for Magnus 


Saturday, Aug . 28 


8*0 IVs A Wacky World 



Thm Golden Girls Monday at 8:30 


9:00 Perspective 

9:30 Variety Show — Gloria 
Estefan 

10.-00 News In English 

10:20 Feature Film — City 
Boy 


Starring: James Brofin and 
Christian Campbell 

A young city boy, Nick, 
leaves the city looking for his 
father. He ends up in a log- 
ging site and after many 
adventures, decides to make 
it his new home. 


Sunday, Aug . 29 


8£0 Step By Step 

Walter gives Cody $250 as a 
gift for the musical recital he 
presented at the old people's 
home. Cody does not take 
the money. Instead be don- 
ates the sum to the old peo- 
ple's home . 

9:10 Documentary — The 
Dream Machine 


The Paper Back Computer 

How the advent of the PC 
changed the face of the uni- 
verse since 1984. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 French Series — Le 
Gerfaut 

King Louis XVI helps Le 
Gerfaut and his Indian friend 
to run away from the Bastille 
Prison and announces that Le 
Gerfaut is dead. 


Monday, Aug : 30 


8£0 Golden Girls 


Room No. 7 

Blanch and the girls visit their 
old house, especially room 
No. 7 and remember the old 
days. 

9:10 Thirtysomething 


Father and Lovers 
Melissa tries to help her boyf- 


riend Lee to find a job in the 
company where her brother 
Michael is working. 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Mystery Movies — 
Sherlock Holmes 


The Eligible Bachelor 

5her/ocJt Holmes suffers 
from lack of sleep and stress 
while his friend Sir Robin 
asks him to find his bride 
Henrietta who ran away on 
her wedding night. 


Tuesday, Aug. 31 


8L30 People JVezf Door 

Walter and bis family move 
from New York to Ohio to 
live there with his sister-in- 
law. 

9d)0 Faces And Places 

9-J30 A Kind Of Magic 

Magical tricks with the great 
magician Wayne Dobson and 
his friend Bingo the rabbit. 

10:00 News In English 

10&0 Feature Film — Mayor 
Of Hell 


Starring: James Cagney and 
Madje Evans 

Reform takes a lot of courage 
and a down to earth man 
willing to put his life at stake. 


Wednesday, Smpt. 1 

8:30 Night Court 

Harry and Leon 

Judge Stone takes Leon, the 
orphan living in the streets, 
into his home until the au- 
thorities find him a home. 

9:10 Documentary 

10:00 News In English 

10:20 Shattered Promises 

Sgt. Raid is given an assign- 
ment by the police to look for 
Diane ‘who disappeared. 
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Tim situation concerning artificial blood 


By Jesn Chabrier 

Blood is ap organ in its own right 
which, on its ovm. maintains most of 
the vital functions by fulfilling the 
needs of the tiniest of our billions of 
ceils, ft carries thousands of specific 
substances all of which play an 
essential part. Any loss or disease of 
this precious liquid, whatever the 
cause, can have the most terrible 
consequences. Scientists are thus 
trying to produce artificial blood. 


PARIS — The idea of bleed 
transfusion is very oid, but it 
was only in 1940/50 that it 
was able to be applied and it 
developed tremendously be- 
tween 1950 and 1970, contri- 
buting to the boom in surgery 
and in the treatment of 
medical , obstetrics/, etc. 
haemorrhages. 

■ The liquid part, or plasma , 
plays the important rdle of a 
vector, carrying metabolical, 
hormonal, coagulation, ex- 
cretion, etc. products. Its 
hydrodynamic rdle is equally 


important, maintaining suffi- 
cient pressure for the work of 
the “bearr-pfi/np” to be car- 
ried out in optimal mechanic- 
al conditions. 

A simple figure reveals 
that, at rest, the heart propels 
8,000 litres of blood a day. 
From the simple "physiolo- 
gical serum," (saline solu- 
tion), used from before 1914 . 
to the most modem synthetic 
molecules, we have .every- 
thing we could wish for to 
make up, in volume, for a 
haemorrhage and prevent the 


heart-pump from failing . 

Present-day solutions re- 
spect the viscosity , acidity, 
ionic balance , etc... In case of 
need , freeze-dried human 
plasma, which has saved so 
many lives , can also be used. 

Cells make up the .other 
part of the blood, that is to 
cay: - 

— The white blood corpus- 
cles of which there are three 
main kinds. They are die 
most important part of the 
body’s defences and, among 
other functions, carry part of 
the immune systems as well 
as the HLA (human leuco- 
cyte antigens) described by 
Jean Dausset (Nobel Prize 
1980). 

— The red blood corpus- 
cles or erythrocytes, which 
carry the ABO and Rhesus 
system and whose rdle is to 
carry oxygen to the tiniest 
cell and to remove the CO 2 
resulting from combustion 
and metabolism of the cells: 
Without oxygen there is no 
life. 

A true copy 

In the present state of sci- 


ence. it is out of the question 
to be able to manufacture 
white blood corpuscles which 
are infinitely complex. At the 
most, in certain immune de- 
ficiency syndromes, it is 
possible to more or less suc- 
cessfully stimulate their pro- 
duction. such as in the case of 
AIDS. However, scientists 
are seeking to produce (artifi- 
cial) red blood corpuscles for 
their essential role of carrying 
oxygen. 

A number of teams are 
working hard on the task of 
producing this "artificial" red, 
blood corpuscle, not without 
difficulty. This blood cell 
does not keep well (20 days 
maximum). Moreover, there 
is the obligation of respecting 
the biood group (for reasons 
of compatibility) and the 
risks involved in transfusions 
( haemolysis . kidney com- 
plaints. various forms of con- 
tamination. etc.). 

Three major possibilities 
are being developed: — 

— Fluorocarbons. Re- 
search has been carried out 
on these molecules for ten 


years. They have the proper- 
ty, not to transport oxygen, 
but to dissolve it. It is a stable 
product which keeps very 
well, without any problems of 
compatibility, infection or 
toxicity in itself. However, 
the major drawback is that 
the patient has to be in a hyper- 
oxygenated atmosphere on 
the limit of toxicity. It can be 
used in special cases (surgery, 
vascular accidents, etc.) in 
which it is essential to avoid 
hypo-oxygenation of the tis- 
sues. 

— 1 Using animals.. 
Haemoglobin is a protein 
with 4 chains maintained by 
weak electric links around 
the "haem" nucleus which is 
the core of the oxygen trans- 
porting system. At a time of 
genetic manipulation, it 
seems fairly simple to manu- 
facture a simitar protein. So 
transgenic animals (pigs) 
were used to produce this 
human protein and it work- 
ed. The advantage is that it is 
easy to pcoduce, but the 
drawback is that the final 
product is an almost pure 


haemoglobin . identical to hu- 
man Hb, but with a high 
viscosity and hence a danger 
of toxicity for the kidneys by 
its degradation. Research is 
being continued. 

— A recombining protein. 
This protein figures among 
the best solutions. The main 
active agent is the classical 
" Eschirichia Coli ” bacterium 
which is used in bio technolo- 
gy to industrially produce hu- 
man recombining proteins' 
("true copies") for therapeu- 
tic use (growth, factors, inter- 
ferons. interleukins, etc.). E. 
Coli has proved to be able to 
produce or synthesise an 
even stronger, more stable 
protein than the natural pro- 
tein and does not degrade 
(hence no risk for the kid- 
neys). There is also no im- 
munity risk (as it is a "true 
copy"). Authorisation for cli- 
nical trials on man was 
obtained in November 1992. 

Research is also being car- 
ried out on combining two 
methods in the same product 
at the same time: A synthetic 
haemoglobin and an artificial 
plasma, which could be ideal. 



Researchers hope to produce artificial red 
blood celts soon 



;r 2 U 
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By Lauran Neergaard 
The Associated Press 
ATLANTA — Smokers have 
a 50 per cent greater risk of 
contracting a deadly form of 
adult leukemia, according to 
government research that 
presents the strongest link yet 
between cigarettes and 
leukemia. 

Tobacco smoke c;:jse$ 22 
per cent of a!! cacs of 
myeloid leukemia, making it 
the leading known cause c.f 
the disease, the study r\ j 
Centra for Disease Control 
end Prevention (CDCi scien- 
tist found. 

“A hi of people arc wor- 
ried about exposure «v rudia- 
fion and electromagnetic 
fields, which are linked to 



leading known 
leukemia 


leukemia." the scientist. Dr. 
Michael Siegel, said. "But it's 
clear that smoking is much 
more deadly." 

"It’s yet another cancer 
related to a known carci- 
nogen. which is tobacco 
smoke." said Dr. Clark 
Heath of the American Can- 
cer Society. 

Leukemia is a cancer of the 
blood cells. The cancer socie- 
ty expects 26. 700 new cases in 
American adults this year. 
.About 12.000 of those will be 
myeloid leukemia, which is 
often fetal. 

Doctors don't know every- 
thing that causes myeloid 
leukemia, although the che- 
mical benzene, radiation and 
cerain viruses are known to 


cause some cases. 

In February, the strongest 
evidence to date was " re- 
ported in the archives of in- 
ternal medicine. Researchers 
found that smokers had a 30 
per cent higher risk for con- 
tracting adult leukemias and 
that tobacco smoke caused 
about 14 per cent of all cases 
— or 3.600 a year. 

Noiv Dr. Siegel has gone a 
step further. For just myeloid 
leukemia. Jie found that, 
smokers have a 50 per cent 
greater risk than non- 
smokers. 

Also, his analysis of 15 
smoking-and-cancer studies 
found, that smoking caused 
more of the cancer than did 
all other known risks com-' 


bined. 

"Because myeloid leuke- 
mia is so often fatal, if we 
could eliminate • smoking , 
we could eliminate 20 per 
cent off: adult leukemia 
‘deaths," he said. 

There is biological evi- 
dence to back up his findings: 

— Tobacco smoke contains 
high levels of benzene, 
radioactive lead and radioac- 
tive polonium, all of which 
are carcinogens. 

— Smokers have high 
levels of radioactive lead in 
their bones, which is where 
the blood cells that leukemia 
attacks are produced. 

— Smoking, suppresses, the. 
immune system, preventing it 
from fighting cancer cells. 


Georgia couple to have first U*$. 
baby conceived with new technique 
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; CNTVF.RSALITY 
j Ely Harold B. Counts 


t ?. T.-c.-.-gr- . 

" j" '< 

52 Beer mugs 

05 Tears 

5 Rm:- arartere* 

a-.c 

64 Barely suificeni 

86 Engbsh queens 

10 Urascker. Sjt 

Zi s plarian-s 

55 cnergetc person 

37 Rooters 

k-n£.«C 

42 Arrtr.js 

63 — ba'icW 

83 Properly 

15 RchHew ric-T. 

42 No: asuaLc 

63 Large amount 

91 On tne up 

19 • L - 'TV, 

Guns 

70 Prongs 

and up 

20 Rink 

<6 Cuts The grata 

71 Actor Von SyOOW 

92 Evergreen 

21 Dry as — 

ar Sod cover 

77 concerning 

96 Sci-fi Ok* 

22 Mexican Collar 

<A v.netsrane 

73 Crcwcfty 

S3 Heavenly 

23 Svbserviarn 

45 ERA. e.g 

74 Chairs 

bodies 

tono«er3 

JO Sea eagle 

75 Tiining stem 

100 Discrimination 

25 Rovenuar's 

51 Electronic signals 

76 "The — and the 

101 Away from home 

prey 

52 Sooict 

Pendulum" 

102 fmpeflemfy 

27 Subjugates 

5< Fjbiic mi 

77 Small Woomlng 

long mg 

26 Tangle 

55 Irritating ones 

plants 

103 Range 

30 Veree type 

57 Railroad switch 

BO Alma — 

104 Signs 

3T German song 

5B Blemished 

81 Cabal members 

105 Locations 

32." .over — mjk" 

59 Windy Cffy airport 

83 S<gns o1 rtilngs to 

108 Parrots 

33 Baser leap 

SO Lizard 

come 

107 Bowflng 

34 Fishing boots 

61 Shack 

84 Undergarment 

alley 

DOWN 

1 Bottom support 

24 Dwellings ol wild 

53 Family cede 

77 Ssrtre down 

2 Mflw or PaMfl 

arvmafs 

member 

78 Greenisti>brown 

3 Darni 

26 Tempcvary 

54 Puts away for a 

fruit 

4 Residents 

5 MotBcma) 

lodging 

29 River from Lai e 

rainy day 
56 Brnkcai word 

79 Sports statfum 

80 Painter Claude 

ointments 

Victoria 

57 Old card game 

82 Bums 

6 Attempted 

32 Tender places 

58 Retocatee 

84 Chair makers 

7 5oate fiax 

33 — CNds 01 Stall 

60 Aacov 

K Eagle's rest 
87 "NofNr^i could 

8 — In a rmhon 

34 Ladies 

61 Clues 

9 Travel necessity 

35 Worship 

82 Loses one's 

10 Mexican (fish 

38 Basic 

footing 

88 itakan'wlne 

11 Cancel 

37 Fleagvng sounds 

63 Pick-me-up 

center 

12 Calm and 

38 Jock or Robert 

84 Encourages 

89 Reach 

condoled 

35 TVowie 

65 Mythomiwcs 

90 Discharge 

13 Roadhouse 

40 Carps mar's toot 

66 Rafah'g wtfe 

91 Native of 

14 Ptocosused m 

41 RHad ta the brim 

87 Puttarth, as 

Latvia 

mosaic work 

■C Soctfang word 

efftKt 

92 Attendant 

15 Small upright 

44 use one's head 

69 Flies high 

93 — Ridge (Dertry 

' piano 

47 Vancnators 

70 Adolescent 

winner) 

16 Actor Sean 

49 Prison guard 

years 

73 Some relatives 

94 Elysium 

17 ft's dear to me 

51 Soothing 

95 Stave of oM 

IB Wrongful act, n 

52 Plain Ova 

74 Ckmbing plant 

97 Luflu treat 

law 

complaint 

75 Tavern f nature 

99 Occult 



Last Week's Cryptograms 

1. Tmgh thug mugs victims as Us vocation; thus, (his is his thing. 

2. Dnmb hamper sticker message: Drive carefully, pah If yoa suddenly get 


fiiagramless SI S 21. 3y James B&rrick 


ACROSS 
1 Arduous 
5 — and-ga 
10 Smalls 

12 Gat — out of 
freaks angry) 

13 Appear 

15 Wyatt um lawman 

16 Huntley or Atkins 

17 Something very 
small 

19 Endeavor 

20 Tablet 


DOWN .. 

1 Ad — eomnutw 

2 Commotion 

3 Cry on the fiber 
A 1 'cart's desire 

5 Liquid meas. 

6 Clapton 

7 Snug 

8 Worker with a 
flashlight 

9 Smatl-niinded 
11 Zebra feature 

U Relating to vision 
13 wnitney the 
inventor 


22 Some TV shews 
2E Embrace 

31 Patriotic gp. 

32 Cow sound 

33 Revolving 
machine part 

34 Bargain event 

35 Like peas m a — 

36 Old Green place 
of meeting 

37 Mosouiro genus 
36 Depot: ebbr. 


£1 nare- reducing 
. ice 

22 c .111VI mofll from 
ot chute 

23 Ptlnl shop 
employee 

24 Booty 

25 Kind of fountain 
25 Sounding like a 

fire 

27 Trademark 

28 Particle 
27 Achy 
30 Babbies 


39 Try tc solve 
44 inquire 

46 Treasure — 

47 Craze 

46 One of the states: 
abbr. 

49 Narrow way 

50 Played a part 

51 French fnend 

52 "Tarzan" actor, 
Ron 

53 Snare 


31 Thompson" 

34 Provide food to 

37 ’The — and the 
ecstasy" 

40 Some exams 

41 City in Texas 

42 QwiS: 3ft 
word 

43 Cravats 

44 Genesis name 

45 Trailer, of a 
kind 

55 Female deer 

56 Game of chance 


54 Inattentive 

58 Hired thug 

59 Get more Drown 
62 Raison tf— 

64 Andy's fnend 
66 Cal char, 

66 Begin I 

72 Angry '/ 

73 strange and 
mysKsrtODS 

74 Taut 

75 Hawaiian goose 


57 dothe, in a way 

59 implied but not 
expressed 

60 Love, itasan style 

61 is an 
ieiand..." 

63 Buratynof 
films 

65 Hardens 

67 Traditional 
teaming 

69 Golf gadget 

70 Triumph 

71 Perceive 


killed, jrtaH never forgive yourself. 

3. Fane girl wool fanner sweetheart with gifts from Irwt/Ume. 

4. Erpert steel bar salesman «*lh cdh to nmcahre Mexican prison. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. ABLOODTO LAUGH UTPF YWURJFHIBUR 

TUGTH DF JUJGRLB OBUGJ WILRQW 
TWLHBIB. —By Barbara J. Rogg 

2. FAT XDC XFDCW, "PHQWK EF PDHA SDW XO 

BDQW, ETBC BOB WHITE. DCY CFS H YFC'E 
W X B A A EFF IFF T.” — By Dnene EL UcCogy 

3. DOWNALASQ NHQAZABS UWLC GHZT, 

LDHZY, BSM IAL FAG PL PHZXASQ FITS 
LUAZX WUM CHPUYZUWCI COAZX FYSC 
FOffSQ. — By Rita Sfchrato 

4. QD YAP ip YAYPIYZZYKNTKT. 

KGAOLITYRNG A ZYD QLEGZL "OGNELT 

I Y A E G A." —By Eugene T. Makaka 
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By Lauran Neergaard 
The Associated Press 

ATLANTA — Hunter Simp- 
son is making history before 
he's even bom. 

In October, he’ll become 
the first baby in the United 
States bom through a novel 
fertilisation technique — a 
single sperm injected directly 
into his mother’s egg. ’ 
"I’ve got a polaroid of my 
four little embryos I had im- 
planted ...and one day we’B 
be able to tell him , ‘ one of 
these was you \ ” said Claudia 
Simpson, who failed to con- 
ceive for five years before 
direct sperm injection work- 
ed on the first try. 

. “We 77 telT hhn aJPaboisF 
how he was conceived a fittfe" 
differently ," added her bus-' 
band. Pat, who already envi- 
sions taking Hunter onto his 
weekly television series. 
This's Backyard America. 

Direct sperm injection is a 
new infertility treatment for 
men unable to father children 
because of weak or insuffi- 
cient sperm. A single sperm 
is injected into a human egg 
under a microscope. Three 
days later, the resulting 
embryo is implanted into the 
mother’s uterus. 

“ It's almost foolproof." 
said Dr. Michael Tucker of 
Reproductive Biology 


Associates (RBA) in Atlan- 
ta y who treated the Simpsons. 
“All you need is one sperm . " 

Dr. Andrew Van Sreir- 
teghem of the Brussels Free 
university in Belgium de- 
veloped the method last year. 
He has reported 100 births. 

Two U.S. clinjcs — RBA 
in Atlanta and the Genetics 
and TVF Institute in Fairfax, 
Va. — began offering the 
•treatment this year. Mrs. 
Simpson and two other RBA 
patients are due to deliver 
this fall. The Virginia insti- 
tute claims the first twins . 
due in February, and two 
other early pregnancies. 

The Virginia institute 
learned: tiie technique from 
the Belgiami Dr. Tucker de- 
veloped his own. slightly 
different method. Crawford 
Long Hospital in Atlanta also 
will begin performing the 
procedure this' fall, when a 
doctor who studied under Dr. 
Van Steirtegbem arrives. 

“ It’s a major break- 
through,” said Dr. Joseph 
Schupnan. director of the 
Virginia clinic, who predicted 
the method will spread quick- 
ly. "One to two per cent of all 
couples of reproductive age 
might benefit from this.” 
But other doctors caution 
that while promising, it’s too 
early to know just bow effec- 


tive direct sperm injection is. 

"Th'S technique is so deli- 
cate that it can ■ destroy the 
egg,” said Dr. Veronica Rav- 
nikar of the University of 
Massachusetts Medical 
centre. 

“ And the question will al- 
ways be. is there some poten- 
tial for genetic defects?” 
added Dr. Lisa Hasty of Em- 
ory University School of 
Medicine. 

Dr. Joe Massey, co-found- 
er of RBA, wants that possi- 
bility studied. Although a 
battery of tests makes him 
confident RBA’s upcoming 
babies are healthy, nobody 
knows how nature chooses a 
successful sperm so doctors 
don’t know what to look for, 
he said. 

“Just because a sperm fer- 
tilises an egg doesn't mean 
the chromosomes are right.” 
he said. " Any increased risk 
of chromosomal defects has 
yet to be determined." 

But Van Steirteghem ’ 
hasn’t reported any prob- 
lems. And Dr. Schul’man said 
the genes of infertile men 
aren’t defective; it’s just that 
the spent 1 that cany those 
genes just don’t move well. 

Mis. Simpson, 34, isn’t 
worried. Tests indicate her 
baby is healthy. 

The suburban Atlanta cou- 
ple has an 8-year-old daugh- 


ter. Lindsey, but couldn’t 
conceive again. Mr. Simp- 
son’s sperm weren't strong 
enough to penetrate the jelly- 
like coating surrounding the 
egg. Five tries at in-vitro fer- 
tilisation. the standard treat- 
ment in which several 
thousand sperm are mixed 
with eggs in a petri dish, 
failed. 


In January , Dr. Tucker re- 
commended direct sperm in- 
jection. The $9,000 proce- 
dure worked. 

But he didn’t tell the cou- 
ple they’d be pioneering the 
technique in this country. 

“We found out by accident 
, . that we were the first,”. Mr . : 
Simpson said. “We were hav-j 
ing ah ultrasound .and this 
erfibryologist said she wanted - 
a copy of everything. I 
thought something was 
wrong, but she said, • didn't 
you know this is the first?’”' 

They donated 14 eggs , 
seven for in-vitro and seven 
for direct injection. Direct 
injection fertilised four eggs. 
One embryo grew. 

“So many people now are 
trying to have kids and 
can’t,” Mr. Simpson said. 

' That’s . our message: Don't 
just throw your hands up and 
say you can’t have one. 
Claudia's living proof 
can." 
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WHO says well- funded 

programme could cut AIDS toll . 


By James Forrester 
Reuter 

GLASGOW, Scotland — A 
properly funded prevention 
programme could save many 
of the eight million people 
expected to die of AIDS by 
the end of the century , a top 
WHO official said. 

Dr. Michael Merson, head 
of the World Health Orga- 
nisation’s (WHO) Global 
AIDS Programme, said 
WHO projected that 30 to 40 
million people would be in- 
fected with the human im- 
munodeficiency virus (HIV), 
which causes AIDS, by the 
end of the decade. Of these, 
some 10 million would have 
developed full-blown AIDS. 

Speaking to joumaUsts at 
the ninth international virolo- 
gy conference. Dr. Merson 
said WHO projections for the 
incidence of HIV infections 
and the number of AIDS 
deaths were on the conserva- 
tive side. Other bodies had 
arrived at higher figures. 

“ These projections , 
though, need not come to 
pass,” Dr. Merson said. “If 
the investment is made — 
$1-5' to $ 2.9 billion a year, 
that’s not a lot of money — in 
the developing world, if we 
could find those resources 
and apply them in the right 
way then we could cut down 
the number of new infections 
by half by the year 2000.” 


Dr. Merson said that 
though there had been prog- 
ress no vaccine to halt the 
spread of HTV was yet in 
sight. “Important progress 
has been made but the results 
available today show that we 
are still years' away from an 
effective HIV vaccine,” he 
said. 

Earlier, in bis keynote 
speech to the opening session 
of the conference. Dr. Mer- 
son said most deaths would 
be in eastern and central 
Africa, where the adult death 
rate may triple in some coun- 
tries. He said Ivory Coast's 
first case of the incurable 
disease ws recorded in 1985 
but AIDS was now the most 
common cause of death in the 
capital Abidjan. 

“ There is no doubt that the 
development of a safe and 
effective vaccine would offer 
an invaluable addition to our 
control efforts , ” he said. 

Dr. Merson said up to 10 
million new HIV cases would 
be babies infected in the 
womb , at birth, or through 
breast feeding. 

He said there bad been 2.5 
million AIDS cases — 70 per 
cent of them in sub-Saharan 
Africa — since AIDS was 
recognised in five homosex- 
ual men in Los Angeles . Cali- 
fornia , 12 years ago. 

The average 10-year time- 
lag between HTV infection 


and development of the dis- 
ease meant the presen r num- 
ber of AIDS cases paled in 
comparison with WHO’s con- 
servative estimates that more 
than 14 million men, women 
and children were now in- 
fected. 

In New York, San Francis- 
co and seven other U.S. 
cities, AIDS was alreadv the 
leading cause of death in men 
and women aged between 25 
and 44. Dr. Merson said. 

Dealing with the global 
spread of the HIV epidemic. 
Dr. Merson said that over the 
past year the virus had spread 
faster in South and South 


East Asia. 

“Just five years aeo, few 
than 200 people inThailan 
were known to be infecte 
with HIV,” Dr. Merson sait 
By late 1992. the numb* 

wow" to . an est ™ are 

In Burma and India, HP 
infection among groups c 
meeting drug users had rise, 
to 50 per cent in just fou 
^ cases had Z 
been spreading fast in Lath 
America and the Caribbean 
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History reawakened to give arts a future 

Darat Al Funun — a haven for art and artists in Jordan 
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By lea Wahbrt 

0nLxn Staff Reporter 

"■>«<«« 

y u *L«id and look you see 
^JWanwiJittiO! familiar and 

h^^r a " dSCapC - You fc «> 
EK®, fa ° n e «onc wall 
held together only by the mas- 

n7r? f ? c buiIdcr - overlook- 
ing “** houses perched on the 
hdls, with the minaret of a 
mosque detaching itself on the 

S?° n * "j th . thc M* holding 
clothes to dry in the sun or with 
uw fig tree tempting the hun- 
gY^wun its ripe, lush, fleshy 

The place, an old residence 
now housing Darat Al Funun. 

actually an offspring of the 
Abdul Hamecd Shuman 
foundation, hosting a ■•perma- 
nent” an gallery, a library and 
a workshop, with the avowed 
turn of spreading the know- 
ledge of art (through its librarv 
of over 500 books in English 
and Arabic and a video collec- 
tion of the Museum of Modern 
Art in New York and video 
cassettes in Arabic from the 
Instirut du Monde Arabe in 
Pans), sharing an (through its 
exhibition) and creating an (in 
the srudios, where a resident 
artist wall conduct workshops 
for interested artists and which 
houses a print-making 
machine, provided by the Jor- 
dan National Gallery of Fine 
Arts, and the basic tools and 
materiufs necessary for sculp- 
ting). 


"Oh: studios will give the 
anists the possibility to explore 
new fields in the’ am that 
require specialised technical 
equipment and an environ* 
mcnr in which artists can in- 
teract and exchange ideas. 

Taking you to the entrance, 
shadowed by a rounded roof 
supported by four pillars with 
flower motifs on the capitals, 
Uft twin external staircases, 
gently embracing in their wide 
curve the beaurifuUv tiled por- 
tico. 

The traditional Amman resi- 
dence. built by the Hinuud 
family in the lV50s alongside 
the remains, of a Byzantine 
church, was renovated to its 
original form by architect 
Am mar Khammash. 

The house was at the time in 
a posh area where well-off 
families lived and set the 
architectural style: "A bit Ita- 
lian, western,’* says Mr. 
Khammssh who. from the ex- 
planations given, proved to 
nave thoroughly studied the 
history of the bouse about 
which he talks fondly. 

After the Hmoud family, it 
was inhabited by Peake Pasha 
and later it was rented out by 
the Hm cuds’ to a school. “The 
place was abused by the 
school. Changes were done to 
the house. They were clumsy, 
inappropriate to the original 
grandeur of the house." says 
Mr. Khammash. Some settling 
also occurred, with crackings 
in the -vails. but, as the 





“Taking yon to the entrance, shadowed by a 
rounded roof supported by four pillars with 
flower motifs or the capitals, are twin 


external staircases, gently embracing in their 
wide curve the beautifully died portico.” 
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architcct says, “we had no ma- 
jor structural problems.*' 

Adapting it to become fit for 
a gallery, the 1 building was 
made to keep its original three - 
bay plan of a central hall, with 
an elevated ceiling that allows 
light to come in through high- 
up windows, and two side halls 
where non-structural walls 
were, taken down, making 
them more apt for exhibiting 
works of art, and building, 
from the inside, some of the 
windwos. for the same pur- 
pose. 

A delicate balance was pre- 
served between the old and the 
new with much attention given 
to every single detail, be it 
colour coordination, hanging 
of the paintings, renovation, 
lighting, door frames, lamp 
shades, stone or marble, hand 
rails, angles to preserve or add. 
alarm and ventilation systems. 

From the old damascene 
floral patterns or the tiles, 
whose colours, (black, red and 



Y i^l '• ■ ' 


Oil on canvas by the late Princess Fakhrelnhsra Zeld, one of the 
works on display at Darat Al Funun 


system, 

— state of the art. latest in 
illuminating equipment which 
does not focus light like spot 
lights, but gives a toned-down, 
subdued and diffuse light — 
care has - been painstakingly 
taken for nothing to jar the 
eyes and the aesthetic feelings 
of an lovers. 

The same attention was 
given to the display of works. 

“How do you hang works by 
50 artists in a space that is 


somehow confined?" asked 
Mr. K ham mash, himself a 
painter and an designer, voic- 
ing the question in my mind 
ever since knowing that such a 
tremendous amount of artists, 
from Jordan and the Arab 
World, were housed under the 
same roof. 

From the look of things and 
Mr. Khammash’s explana- 
tions, the display was done 
following, other than good, 
common sense, colour and 
theme combinations, size con- 
side rents and even the 
architecture of the building. As 
a result, artistically executed 
windows are to be found next 
to real windows, extension of 
theirs, creating planes and 
volumes opening into each 
other, never limiting the space. 

The same is valid vertically, 
where staircases lead you up to 
different planes, never ending 
abruptly, always having more 
space open in front of you, 
whether in the forms of halls, 
rooms, balconies or the open 
spaces around the building. 

A pyramid-shaped skylight 
covers the stairway leading to 
the library (overlooking the 
exhibition hall on one side and 
the heart of Amman on three 
others). Its clear glass walls 
allow sun to flood the stairs. 
"You come to light properly 
and figuratively,” says Mr. 
Khammash, referring to the 
light provided by both the star 
and the books. 

To the south of the building, 
the Byzantine church, adjacent 


to a cave speculated to have 
been the place of rituals for 
some pagan inhabitants, was 
first identified in the last cen- 
tury by Major C.R. Conder. 

Subsequent excavations 
have revealed two inscriptions 
among the ruins. One may 
indicate that the church was 
dedicated to St. George, the 
other raises the possibility that 
the church was built over or 
near a Roman temple dedi- 
cated to Hercules. 

The about 23-metre-long 
structure, has remnants of a 
mosaic floor in one of the two 
aisles that flank the nave. 

The church and garden pro- 
vide a dramatic outdoor setting 
for various an forms, including 
the performing arts, which will 
also be part of Darat Al 
Funun’s programmes. 

Included m the exhibition 
are representations of chairs, 
as varied as the artist who 
produced them. Classical or 
abstractly modern, made of 
wood, metal, leather or foam, 
and of different shapes and 
sizes, the chairs bring an in- 
novative idea to the already 
full of innovations gallery. 

The exhibition, inaugurated 
Wednesday, Aug. 25, 1993 by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, will 
not exactly be a permanent 
one. The artists, exhibiting re- 
cent works, will replace each 
sold one with a new one, en- 
couraging their productivity 
and making their work avail- 
able to the public all year 
round. 


Dream Machine 
unravels dream 


By Kathrlne Rath 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The “Dream 
Machine,” which is now being 
broadcast weekly at Jordan 
Television’s (JTV) Channel 2, 
is the title of a series of prog- 
rammes about the remarkable 
birth and evolution of the com- 
puter and its impact on our 
daily lives. 

The programme is a science 
documentary produced in 1991 
by the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). It consists 
of five 50-minute episodes and 
is being shown on Sundays at 
9:10 p.m. 

"The Dream Machine" ex- 
plains the basic principles and 
functions of the computer in a 
manner which makes the fun- 
damentals of this technical 
wonder understandable to the 
layman. 

However, “the Dream 
Machine" is not only dealing 
with the technical aspects of 
the computer but is also a 
programme about human de- 
velopment. It shows how the 
computer has revolutionised 
peoples* lives by affecting the 
way we organise our activities 
as well as our approach to 
problem solving, and points to 
the strong dependency we have 
developed on computers. At 
work, in school, even at home, 
as researchers, as scientists, or 
simply as users of libraries, we 
utilise computers not only for 
convenience but also to in- 
crease rhe efficiency and 
accuracy of our performance. 

The first pan of die prog- 
ramme, sub-titled “giant 
brains,” was screened two 
weeks ago and provided an 
introduction to the series by 
reviewing the early history of 
the computer and' presenting 
the individuals responsible for 
the inventions and their con- 
tributions. 

The second part, “inventing 
the future," was broadcast last 
Sunday. It described the de- 
velopment of the electronic 
computer from the first cosily, 
space-consuming machine, 
which could only be operated 
by a specialist, to a cheaper, 
more universally useful com 
puter, as well as the earl 
software development, 
looked at the invention of inte- 
grated circuits, which made the 
first moon landing possible, 
and the important develop- 
ment of the computer language 
from the binary code to 
COBOL — common business 
oriented language — using let- 
ters and the decimal system. It 
also showed the introduction 
of computers in industry and 
the human reactions, often 
characterised by fear, to this 
new technological invention. 

“The paperback computer” 
is the sub-title of the third part 
of “the Dream Machine” 


showing this Sunday. Here the 
way to the production of smal- 
ler and cheaper comparers, 
made possible by the invention 
of the micro chip, is described 
in great detail. The episode 
points to the educational value 
of the computer and looks at 
the development of a more 
user-friendly machine through 
software improvement as well 
as the introduction of 
computer-graphics and the in- 
vention of the “mouse.** It 
talks about the rise of Apple 
Computers Inc. — a pioneer in 
the market with its unique use 
of pictures and symbols — as 
well as IBM's introduction of 
the personal computer (PC). 
Virtual reality, which is the use 
of computer technology to pro- 
duce a fictitious three- 
dimensional reality, is briefly 
presented in this pan. 

Can computers think? This 
was a question asked already 
during the early development 
of the computer. The fourth 
part, “the thinking machine," 
attempts to answer this. 

It is about artificial intelli- 
gence and talks about the 
problems involved in making 
the computer simulate the hu~ 


man brain and “think" for 
itself. Computers are shown . 
performing specialised actions 
such as driving a car. doing' 
limited translations from one 
language ;o another, and dit- % 
fere minting between male and 
female persons. 

The last part in the scries, 
sub-titled "the Passing of Re- 
moteness," looks at the worl- 
dwide computer networks, 
which are used for a variety of 
purposes such as electronic 
mailing and international - 
financial dealings, anu talks - 
about the positive and negative 
sides of the computerisation of 
our society. 

In addition to this current 
scries about computers. JTV's 
Channel 2 is planning to broad- 
cast different other educational 
programmes dealing with 
issues ranging from health to 
nature via politics. 

“Inside Britain." which is 
the title of a programme look- 
ing at different aspects o: Brit- 
ish life and society, i* currently 
under \ tewing. The BBC- 
produced “Bad Medicine.’" ab- 
out different sides o: medical 
health care, is also being consi- 
dered for broadcast inc.. 
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Asian ‘megacities’ 
face water crisis 


*it 


MANILA (AP) — The “megaci- 
ries” of Asia’s developing coun- 
•' tries face serious problems pro- 
viding enough clean water for 
fffcir millions of inhabitants be- 
cause of pollution and decaying 
infrastructure, an expert said 
Tuesday. 

“The emergence of megaaties 
has necessitated rapid expansion 
of new supplies with sources of 
water increasingly becoming 
scarce and investment costs be- 
coming exorbitant." said Saved 
A. Baha, the director of the 
Asian Development Bank's In- 
frastructure Department. 

Mr. Baha spoke at the opening 
of a four-day regional meeting on 
managing water resources 
attended by more than 70 officials 
of the bank and delegates from 


the "megacities" — Bangkok, 
Peking, New Delhi, Dhaka, 
Jakarta. Karachi, Manila and 
Seoul. 

The Manila-based bank loans 
money to developing countries in 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

The bank reported that by the 
year 2000, half of the world’s 
largest cities ■ will be in Asia. • 

Jr said rapidly increasing de- 
mand, growing pollution and sali- 
nisation, and destruction of 
watersheds are threatening the 
region’s water supply. 

Mr. Baha said there would be 
no need to increase water supply 
if the cities would use it efficiently 
through proper pricing and by 
reducing waste, which is general- 
ly more than half the amount of 
production. 


He also said it would be wiser 
to invest early in proper waste 
water and sanitation facilities 
rather than spend more later to 
handle the effects of diseases 
caused by unsafe supplies. 

"The lack of treatment and 
disposal for waste water and hu- 
man excreta in many megacities is 
often tacitly accepted as a neces- 
sary evil by residents who believe 
they cannot afford the cost of full 
sewerage," Mr. Baha said. 

“But as was proved by the 
recent cholera epidemic in Peru, 
those costs are small indeed com- 
pared with the cost associated 
with on epidemic." 

He said water management for 
large cities should consider not 
only drinking water but also com- 
peting demands for water supply. 
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Unique handcrafted home furnishings and gifts 

FRIDAY • SATURDAY ^SUNDAY 
27-29 AUGUST 


• Quilts • Cushions 

• Picture frames 

• Wall hangings 
® Lamp shades 

• Leather handbags 

• Canvas tote bags 

• Natural olive oil soap 

o Collector's dolls • Food 

• Embroidered fashionwear 


Tel.: 656872-628760 
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World Bank considers expanding 
amount of information to public 


'*4 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank will consider propos- 
als Thursday to give outsiders 

- more say in how it hands out tens 
^of billions of dollars each year to 

...developing countries, bank offi- 
cials said. 

* The proposals — designed to 
; -expand the amount of informa- 
tion the bank makes public about 

* its loans — range from the estab- 
lishment of a SI millio n public 
.information centre to publication 
of hitherto secret documents. 

“The bank should be more 
' -open about its policies and activi- 
ties,'’ acting president Ernest 
Stern said in a memo to the 
■' bank’s board obtained by Reu- 
ters. “Broader dissemination of 

- 'information will enhance the 

* quality of our work and streng- 


then public understanding of it.” 

But U.S. environmentalists 
and bank critics charge that the 
proposals do not go for enough. 
They want the Clinton adminis- 
tration to press the bank to open 
its operations further than is cur- 
rently proposed. 

“Tlie World Bank's proposed 
changes... are totally inadequ- 
ate," a coalition of environmen- 
talists said. 

The coalition — The Environ- 
mental Defence Fund, Friends Of 
The Earth. The Sierra Club and 
The Bank Information Centre — 
argues that the World Bank prop- 
osals will not result in the public 
having a meaningful say in- how 
'the organisation is run. 

Both tides in the dispute agree 
that greater public disclosure will 


enhance the effectiveness of the 
bank’s loans by giving those who 
wQl be affected by its construc- 
tion projects a voice in the pro- 
cess. 

But the bank believes that it 
must also be careful not to 
jeopardise its relations with its 
borrower countries by releasing 
confidential information. 

An earlier proposal that would 
have led to the bank obtaining 
blanket approval from borrowers 
for disclosure of information has 
been: dropped following objec- 
tions from some of those same 
nations, much to the dismay of 
environmentalists. 

Instead, the bank will give bor- 
rower governments a chance to 
review reports that are to be 
public so that they can 


identify confidential issues that 
should be kept secret. 

“The World Bank's current 
proposal to release documents on 
a case-by-case basis represents an 
unacceptable step back from the 
previous proposal," the environ- 
mental coalition said. 

Betides considering proposals 
for more public disclosure, the 
bank's board Thursday wOI also 
hold a preliminary discussion on 
establishment of an independent 
inspection panel to handle com- 
plaints about the organisation's 
loans. 

Here again, U.S. environmen- 
tal groups have criticised the 
bank for not going for enough 
and for not giving the proposed 
panel enough power. 


Italian government fears violence over job crisis 


ROME (R) — Warnings the un- 
employed could riot m Italy’s 
main cities this autumn rang in 
die government’s ears Wednes-' 
day as it sought ways of creating 
new jobs without increasing an 
already huge budget deficit. 

A wanting that' the situation 
could get out of hand not only in . 
depressed areas like Naples, 
Genoa and Reggio Calabria, but 
also in hitherto “safe" cities like 
M3an, Turin and Rome, was 
given by Interior Minister Nicola 
Mancino Tuesday. 

At a meeting with Prime Minis- 
ter Carlo Azeglio Qampi, Mr. 
Mancino reported on the risks 
and officials said they had discus- 
sed how to prevent unrest break- 
ing out in areas where nearly a 
quarter of the working popula- 
tion is out of a job. 

The alarm sounded by the 
minister over what will happen 


when factories reopen after the 
summer break prompted 'headlin- 
er like “Three dries on the edge . 
of chaos" and “Fears of terrorism 
on the labour front”, in Wednes- 
day’s Italian newspapers. 

“Civil governors (responsible 
for law and order) up and down 
the country fear that if things go 
really badly, they will no longer 
be able to.control the situation," 
the daily La Repubblica said in a 
front-page editorial 

Last February, Mr. Mancino 
warned that foe mafia could take 
advantage of the unemployment 
crisis, winch is almost three times 
worse in the crime-ridden south 
than in the more indust rialis ed 
north. 

The employers’ group Confin- 
dustria warned earlier this sum- 
mer that 750,000 jobs were at risk 
in coming mouths. But seeking' to 
play down the alarm, Confindus- 


tria this week said the si foarinn , 
was “alarming but not yet catas- 
trophic."; 

Cabinet Secretary Antonio 
Maccanico said in an interview 
published Wednesday the gov- 
ernment was tackling the jobless 
issue and would “ rive priority to 
highest risk areas like Genoa and 
Naples — just to mention the 
most dramatic (situations)." . 

The prime minister’s problem 
is how- to create jobs quickly in 
“hot” areas when the govern- 
ment is by Sept. 8 committed to 
saving 28 trillion lire ($17.5 bil- 
lion) from the 1994 - budget by 
cutting spending for virtually ev- 
ery ministry. 

The latest unemployment fi- 
gures in April showed that 2.34 
million Italians, or 10.5 per cent 
of the woritingpopulation, were 
out of a job. However, the job- 


in southern areas 

less perceotagem so Calabria 

tike Naples and 
11,6 the 

ssJSsrt’S- 

another job. , 

the fc* half * thfe Wl 

there has been a 26 per cent 

the recession is biting m Italy-_ 

Mr. Ciampi has called a mins- 
ters’ meeting Thursday to tackle 
the jobs emergency. They are 
expected to revive major con- 
struction projects that had been 
approved by the previous govern- 
ment in April, but which never 
got off the ground. ' 


Toyota profit 
plunges 25% 


TOivYO (AFP) — Toyota Motor 


-v- 




— loyoi 
Corp. announced Wednesday 
-that its profits had plunged by 
* • nearly a quarter, compounding a 
1 .'wretched year for Japanese car- 
' makers hit by currency losses and 
' weak sales. 

Group pre-tax earnings fell 
almost 25 per cent from a year 
earlier to 322 billion yen ($3 
: billion) in the year to June, the 
• 1 third consecutive decline. Toyota 
’said. 

“The circumstances were very 
’ severe,” Vice Chairman Masami 
Iwasaiti told a news conference, 
referring to the yen's surge of 
more than 10 per cent in the final 
.quarter. “We are making the 
I- utmost efforts to avoid losses.” 

But Mr. Iwasaki said the 
~ 'world's third-biggest carmaker 
had “no plans” to shut down any 
factories — unlike rival Nissan 
Motor Corp* which is to close a 
major plant near Tokyo after 
suffering a 108 billion yen loss in 
the year to March. 

Fuji Heavy Industries Ltd. and 
Daihatsu Motor Co. Ltd. also 
incurred losses in the same period 
while their bigger competitors — 
Honda Motor Co. Ltd., Mitsu- 
bishi Motors Corp. and Mazda 
motor Corp. — suffered steep 
profit falls. 

In a statement, Yoyota blamed 
“currency exchange losses, slug- 
gish sales at home and rising 
personnel costs” for the lower 
profit. 

The company, which is also the 
1 biggest manufacturer in Japan, 
said it expected the parent's earn- 
ings alone to dive 30 per cent this 
year after a decline similar to that 
of the group as a whole. 

“In the coming year, the 
domestic economy is expected to * 
recover slowly,” the statement 
said. "Worldwide, however, a 
number of factors make the out- 
look less promising, including the 
trend of the U.S. and European 
economies and the rapid fluctua- 
tion of exchange rates.” 

Toyota’s global earnings have 
-bow tumbled almost two thirds 
since they readied their peak of 
'1 838 billion yen three years ago. 


Mercedes to scrap 
14,000 Jobs in 1994 


STUTTGART, Germany (R) — 
Luxury carmaker Mercedes-Benz 
A.G. which has been bard hit by 
a steep downturn in the Euro- 
pean automobile market, 
announced plans Tuesday to cut 
one in 12 jobs in Germany next 
year. 

Mercedes, the automotive unit 
of Daimler-Benz A.G.. Ger- 
many's biggest industrial ecu. ora- 
tion, said it aimed to sen. ■> a 
farther 14,000 jobs in 1994 cm u.p 
of the 8,400 being lost this year. 

Mercedes management board 
chairman Helmut Werner said in 
a statement that the company 
would not be able to avoid sack 
ing some head office administrr 
tion staff. If could also not rule, 
out compulsory job cuts in its 
commercial vehicles division. 

But its car workers would be 
safe from dismissal and most of 
the job losses would come 
through early retirement or 
voluntary redundancy and by 
leaving vacant posts nnf»n«rf 

The new -neasures should save 
over one billion marks ($590 mil- 
lion), Mr. Werner said. The com- 
pany is also reducing spending on 
voluntary social welfare program- 
mes as part of its programme to 
cut costs. 

The latest job losses mean that 
by the end of 1994, Mercedes will 
have cut some 37.500 jobs over a 
three-year period. 

At the end of July it employed 
a total of 163. 000 people in Ger- 
many, down from 170,000 seven 
months earlier, a spokesman 
said. It had originally planned 
just 7,000 job cuts in 1993, but he 
said this target had now been 


increased by one-fifth. 

Mercedes said the management 
board had started discussions 
with the works council over the 
planned job cuts Tuesday. A 
decision on redundancies in the 
truck division depended on mar- 
ket developments, it said. 

Official figures show Mercedes 
car sales in Germany, its most 
important market, fell by a steep 
31 per cent in the first six months 
of 1993, for faster than most other 
carmakers, to just 102,000 units. 
That gave it a market share of 5.9 
Ter cent against 6.9 per cent in 

je first six- months of 1992. 

In Europe as a whole, industry 
sources estimate Mercedes’s 
share of a shrinking market drop- 
ped to just 2.7 per cent in 
January-June from 3.2 per cent a 
year earlier. The company has 
had problems selling its flagship 
S-class model, which has been 
criticised for being too big and 
too thirsty in an age of belt- 
tightening and environmental 
consciousness. 

Sales of its. compact 190 model 
also fell sharply earlier this year 
in tihe run-up to the June launch 
of its successor, the C-dass. But 
Mercedes said a high level of 
orders for the C-dass meant its 
expectations had been more than 
fulfilled. 

Weak demand at Mercedes was 
the main reason for a shar' drop 
in turnover at Daimler in the first 
quarter of 1993, when group net 
profit sank from 480 million 
marks ($285 million) a year ear- 
lier to just 20 million marks 
($11.86 million). 


MAN suffers sharp profit drop 

MUNICH, Germany (AFP) — German diversified engineering 
group MAN A.G. made net profit of only 230 million marks ($137 
million) in finandal 1992-93, which ended June 30. That provisional 
result was down 45 per cent from 418 miltion marks in net profit for 
the previous financial year, the company said. Man blamed the lower 
profit of poor business conditions, marked price pr es sur e, and the 
cost of making job cots. It said the 'deprec a tion of some imp o r t ant 
European currencies against the mark during the finandal year 
considerably limited German industry’s export ability. And the 
“positive tendencies” noted in the U.S. economy have not yet 
produced favourable effects, for German export industries. 


U.N. creates post to probe waste 


UNTIED NATIC fS (AP) — 
After years of - >mplaints of 
waste and mismanagement by the 
United States and other U.N. 
members, Secretary-General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali Tuesday, 
finally announced the creation of ' 
a new post for investigations and 
inspections. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali tapped 
Mohammad Ali Niazi, a fellow 
Egyptian and U.N. insider who 
had previously been in charge in 
internal U.N. audits. Asked 
whether such an insider could be 
objective, spokesman Ahmad 
Fawzi told reporters Mr. Niazi is 
expected to take a “responsible 
and zealous look” at manage- 
ment problems. 

A congressional critic im- 
mediately blasted the move as 
“window-dressing.” republican 
■Senator Larry Pressler said in a 
statement the investigator lacks 
the authority and independence 
to do a good job and will be using 


“the same personnel, the same 
bureaucracy that has been part of 
the U.N.'s serious mismanage- 
ment problems.” 

The United States/ the biggest 
contributor to the U.N. budget, 
has complained for years that the 
United Nations is poorly equip- 
ped to investigate corruption, 
waste and mismanagement. It has 
been pressing for appointment of 
an inspector general, similar to 
the post found m many U.S. 
federal agencies. Mr. Niazi will 
be called assistant secretary- 
general for inspections and inves- 
tigations. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali said that 
although Mr. Niazi will start his 
job Sept. 1, creation of a higher- 
level post with broader authority 
will not be proposed until the fall 
of 1994. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali assumed 
office two years ago with pledges 
to reform the sprawling 
bureaucracy, which employs 
more than 50,000 people worl- 


dwide. 

The Clinton administration 
wants to show wary members of 
Congress it is taking a tough line 
against waste and c orrupt ion at 
the United Nations, to increase 
support for Washington to pay 
$786 millk m in outstanding regu- 
lar and peacekeeping U.N. dues. 

Mr. Pressler has drafted leg- 
islation to withhold some of U.S. ' 
voluntary contributions unless 
the administration certifies that a 
permanent, independent U.N. in- 
vestigator is appointed and con- 
ducts regular audits. 

“The American taxpayer needs 
to be assured that his dollars are 
not being stolen or needlessly 
wasted by the U.N.," Mr. Press- 
ler said. 

Among the problems facing the 
United Nations is an investigation 
into alleged irregularities in bid- 
ding for helicopter contracts for 
U.N. peacekeeping. Eight top 
U.N. procurement officers have 
been suspended. 


Russia and Poland sign 
deal on gas pipeline to West 


WARSAW (R) — Russia and 
Poland signed an agreement 
Wednesday’ to build a 4,000 
kilometre natural gas pipeline . 
from northern Siberia across Pol- * 
ish territory to western Europ* 

The pipeline, expected to oe 
completed by 2010, will cost an 
estimated $10 billion and is in- 
tended to ferry 67 billion cubic 
metres (2370 billion cu. ft) of 
gas a year from the Yamal Perrin- ' 
sula in Russia's Arctic north. 

The accord, signed by Polish 
and Russian Deputy Prime Minis- 
ters Henryk Goryszewski and 
Oleg Lobcr., crowded a visit to 
Warsaw by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin. 

“Carrying out this project will 
not only provide new impulse for 
our trade and economic coopera- 
tion but increase the energy 
security of many European coun- 
tries, especially Poland," Mr. 
Yeltsin told a news conference. 


Polish President Lech Walesa, 
standing beside Him in the garden 
Of his belweder palace residence, 
hailed the accord as a'sytnbol of 
what he hoped were improving 
economic ties between Russia 
and Poland. 

“This could be an example of a 
great investment enterprise which 
is mutually beneficial and impor- 
tant for the future, Mr. Walesa 
said. 

The pipeline will stretch across 
Russia and Poland to Frankfurt 
on Oder on the Polish-German 
border. 

Energy officials and diplomats 
in Warsaw say it will be an 
important gas supply route for 
Germany and could be extended 
to supply other west European 
countries. 

The Russian state gas monopo- 
ly Gazprom said in January that 
extraction work on the Yamal 
fields was due to begin in 1997. 


It said proven gas reserves indi- 
cated production levels of 180 
billion to 200 bflBon cubic metres 
(6387 bffliem to 7,074 billion 
m ft _) a year could be readied. 

Polish Prime Minister Hanna 
Suchocka dabbed the agreement 
(me of the “investments of the 
century” last week and said War- 
saw would gain from increased 
ar._ cheaper gas supplies and new 
jobs while the Polish section is 
being built. 

Poland will have access to 14 
billion cubic metres (494 billion 
cu.ft.) of gas each year and work 
on the Polish section is due to 
start early next year. 

Building this part of the pipe- 
line win cost about $3 billion. 
Investment details have not been 
announced but Poland hopes 
Western banks will help cover the 
costs. 


Caspian countries agree 
to set up caviar cartel 


NICOSIA (R) — The five coun- 
tries sharing the Caspian Sea 
agreed Tuesday to set up a caviar 
cartel, Iran's IRNA news agency 
reported. 


It said fishery officials from 
Iran, Russia, Az erbaija n,' 
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan, 
meeting in the Iranian Caspian 
port of Bandar AnzaH, agreed to 
coordinate marketing of the lux- 
ury delicacy around the world. 

“Member states will in future 
get together to determine the 
caviar export quota for each 
country and will also study the 
possibility of joint exports," 
IRNA said. 

An Iranian official contacted at 
the conference by telephone told 
Reuters the agreement was 
necespy.to check a sharp slide in 
caviar prices since the Soviet Un- 
ion broke up two year ago. 

“Since foe Soviet Union col- 
lapsed, a confused market and 
excessive and low^uahty supply 
from the newly independent 
countries have led to a sharp 
decline in caviar prices,” die offi- 
cial said. 


He declined to say how much 
prices had fallen or to give figure* 
on Iran's caviar exports. 

“There are no laws governing 
1 the caviar industry (in the former 
Soviet republics). There iS f no 
contrcA, not even in Russia, be 
said. 

I ranian media h tw reported 
occasional cases of illicit trade in 
Iranian caviar. The ofioal said 
they were very rare and ^punish- 
ments including jail ".a heavy 
fines deterred smugglers. 

Iran's Construction Jihad 
Minister Gholamreza Forouzesh 
told the conference Sunday that J 
the Caspian held 90 per cent of* 
the world’s sturgeon, whose 
slightly salted raw eggs from the 
.prized delicacy. 

“Caspian sturgeon stocks have 
been severely hurt in recent yean 
for various reasons, including in- 
dustrial and a gri cultural pollution 
and unreg ulated fishing,” he said. 

The caviar cartel would be the 
first concrete result of an orga- 
nisation of Caspian countries set 
up last year which also wants to 
promote cooperation in shipping 
and other areas. 


M.B. Caradonbuys majority 
of Pillar from RTZ for £800m 


LONDON (AFP) — British con- 
struction materials group MB- 
Caradon said Wednesday it has 
bought the main part of foe RTZ 
Corporation's construction mate- 
rials subsidiary RTZ Pillar for 
£800 million ($1.2 billion). - - 

The group said it would be 
making a £331 million rights issue 
to partly fund the operation, 
issuing one new share at 260 
pence per share for eveiy four old 
shares held. 

The purchase, following the 
earlier sale of its stake in French 
packaging group Carnaud- 
Metalbox. was file largest deal 
struck fiiis year between two pri- 
vate British companies, analysts 



The group, which said it would 


tn?. 

from now bn be shortening its 
name to Caradqn, has large cash 
reserves following the rale of 
MetaJbox, which brought it £467 * 
million. 

According to a spokesman for ,• 
RTZ, the deal involved 72 — ’ 
cent of Pillar’s turnover inch. 

all its electricals interests 

most of its building materials 
interests and its North American 
subsidiary INDAL, equal to £981 
millkm out of a total turnover of 
£1.36 billion, with the remainder 
^still to be sold. 

The. purchase greatly increase* 
the size of Caradon, which 
announced a . pre-tax profit gf. 
£152.8 million in the first half of 
1993, double the^profit in the 
previous halfr' 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“I balanced the checkbook. We 
have $2,500 or $250 or $2.50.” 
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Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tatter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
| 9 by Hand Arnold 
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THE Daily Crossword * 
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ACROSS 

1 Springsteen 

5 Turkish official 
9 Gaseous 
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WHAT THE ROYAL 
PARENT WAS 
TEMPTEP TO CALL 
HIS NEWBORN HEIR. 


Now arrange the drtted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ttw above cartoon. 
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(Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's I JuiT ' fates: CRACK SMOKY CORRAL KETTLE 

! Answer. Why the escaped con on tiw lam looks job on 
the railroad— TO MAKE TRACKS 


14 — were 
■ 15 Epochal 

16 Winged 

17 Solemnity 

18 Way of moving 

19 Memento 
.20 Handel 

23 See eagle 

24 Hair pad 
.25 Newt 

26 FrankHn or 
Vareen 

27 Crony 
29 Instant 
32 Revere 

35 Birth stone 

36 — facto 

37 Bach 

40 Surrounded by 

41 Exclamations of 
satisfaction 

42 Whale 
consteflatfon 

43 Vintage car 

44 Aleutian Isle 

45 Gob 

46 0nassis 

.47 Warsaw's loe. 

48 Auditor 

5T Mozart 

57 Friendship 

58 Hawkeye's 
home 

59 Involved 

60 Castro 

61 Breathe hard 

62 Like — of bricks 

63 Shop 
S4 Beside* 

65 Isolated 

DOWN 

1 —in (Intrude) 

2 Willow 

3 Squelch 

4 Lob or mob end 

5 Mediterranean 
Sea arm 

SQHctt 

gain 

7 Hit musical 

8 Okl: Gar. 



•Warsaw"-- 


9 Make less 
dense 

f0 Watchful 
11 Surrealist 
Salvador 
f2 Auricular 
13 Bottle part 
Zi inexperienced 
22 Perry's gal 
Friday 

26 Nail 

27 In a vertical 
position 

28 Science rooms 

29 Skewer 

30 Jacob's 

twin 

31 Homswoggles 

32 Discordant 

33 Cupola 

34 Buckeye state 

35 Safety gp. 

36 Road la Roma 

38 Gymnast 
Comaneci 

39 Milan opera 
house 


Puzzle Solved: 
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44 Knitting pattern 
■»» Love apple 

46 Behind 

47 Chessmen 

48 Poem 
* yoa 

49 Don 

50 in unison 
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Foreign investors cut back, delay Egypt plans 
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«ock market and newly !iW 

52rt? n0n,y havt cut on 

joeir plans or we delaying them 

(22S" Egyptian banking 
sources said this week. 

The investors, who include 
multi-national manufacturing 
nrms, investment houses and 
banks, targeted Egypt as an 
emerging market for investment 
year, spurred by economic 
reforms designed to end public 


Sector dominance of the Arab 
World's most populous country. 

But now they arc wavering os 
expected reforms take longer 
than scheduled to take effect, 
utttxpectcd hitches delay priva- 
tisations and a sharp drop in 
tourism caused by Muslim mili- 
tants keeps general business con- 
fidence low. 

Sluggishness in reviving the 
Cairo stock market has frozen 
plans to set up mutual funds to 
attract foreign capital. The mans- 
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U.S. Dollar in lntematiaiuil MarHets 


Cumnci 

wctc yo-.fc 
Clone. 

plggM 

Sterling Pound 

1.-M6 

1.4965 

Deutsche Mark 

1.6793 

l.MOt 

Swiss Franc 

I.47S3 

1.4 765 

French Fnnc 

- 5. £445 

5.i773“* 

Japanese Yen 

103.63 

104 . 55 


1.1393 
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Cmtral Bank of Jordan 


Ea change Ran BuBoCln 

Dan: S5.‘S. 1993 


Currenc) 

Bid 

Offer 

I’Ji. Hollar 

0.6920 

0.694C 

SterlJ or Pound 

1.0353 

1.0405 

Deutsche Mark 

0.JIU 

0.4)39 

Swiss Franc 

0.46i9 

0.471C 

French Franc 

e.ffSS 

0.IH6 

Japanese Yen 

8.6615 

0.6641, 

Dutch Guilder 

0.3665 

0.5633 

Swedish krona 

0.0362 

O.O&io 

Italian Lira' 

0.0434 

0.0456 

Belgian Franc 

0.01956 

0.01466 
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Other Currmdi 


Dae*: 25/S; 1995 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

l.SIM --J 

ULUfi — 

Lebanese Urn" 

0.03954 

0.0404 5 

Saudi Rijaf 

o.wo 

0.1660 

Kuwaili Dinar 

2.2550 

2.3200 

Qatari Rival 

Q.1S7S 

0,1392 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2000 

0.2150 

Omani Riyal 

1.7640 

1 .$216 

UAE Dirham 

0.IS7S 

0.1S92 

Greek Drachma 

0.29! 75 

0.32750 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3425 

1.3725 


gen ot (wo ioicigit brinks 'jflid this 
week pl.lns tn help i'ol-.iI partners 

Set Up ‘.itch fuiuJi wfic still at a 

"very preliminary stage.’* many 
months after they were tiisl made 
known. 

If- v c 11 a e 0 u 11 1 1 y I u nd 
announced hy Schroder Asseily 
and Barclays PLC to place direct 
investments outside (he stuck 
marker is strujy/)m>: 

One tnvesimem t^urcc said the 

fund was still trying to attract 
money fium WeMcrn inMilutiona! 
and Uuif investors, four months 

after the originally planned elud- 
ing dale. 

The Cyprus-rep.istclcd lund is 
now looking for only S75 million 
to start operations instead of the 


$50 million first planned and has 
yet to set up a inunagement com- 
pany in Cairo to spot likely in- 
vestment candidates. 

New rcgulatuitis designed to 
open up the stock market were 
filially released in April, a year 
later than expected, but since 
then not even the exchange's 
existing 13 brokers have reg- 
istered ro trade under the new 
rules, traders say. 

Eagerness to get into the mar- 
ket is checked by the stark fact that 
(here simply is not much to invest 
in at the moment, foreign inves- 
tors say. 

Only five state firms, out of a 
total of nearly 300, have been 
«‘rn partially privatised and in 


any case the government prefers 
to "sell firms directly to investors 
rather than floating shares. 

“We cannot apply for a licence 
and then have someone ask us 
after two years wha: we have 
done. To register, we would 
have a moral commitment to the 
market and the business is not 
there yet,'* said a manager with a 
Wall Street investment house ex- 
plaining his firm’s decision to stay 
out of the market. 

Other investors in firms being 
privatised have held back because 
of arguments over pricing. 

A sell-off of two buttling com- 
panies that hold franchises for 
Coke and Pepsi is now in limbo 


after state officials turned down 
the highest bids. $75 million and 
S39 "million respectively, as in- 
adequate. 

But they have not revealed 
wha: their 'minimum price is, and 
the case has irritated banking and 
investment circles who feel the 
government is haggling for a few 
million extra dollars at the cost of 
holding op the. whole privatisa- 
tion process. 

Negotiations to sell eight of 
Egypt's luxury hotels have also 
floundered Gulf investors are 
worried about ihe'long-ierm im- 
pact of Muslim militant attacks 
on tourism and the government is 
determined not to sell assets too 
cheaply. 
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Jordan likely 
to achieve 6% 
growth this year 
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U.S. weighs sanctions on China over missile affair 


WASHINGTON f Agencies) — 
The United States is considering ' 
curbing trade wuh China lu pro- 
test sensitive missile technology 
exports by Beijing lu Pakistan, 
administration officials say. 

The official* said th.il economic 
sanctions bring wrighrd would be 
imposed on the Chinese 
government-owned company ihat 
manufactures M-U missiles, as 
well ns the Pakistani firm alleged- 
ly purchasing the M-ll compo- 
nents. 

The United States accuses Chi- 
ns of selling Pakistan M-ll mis- 
sile technokfgy in violation ut live 
missile technology control icgime 
(MCTR). 

The set of international guide- 
lines is aimed at limiting flic 
spread of missile- related equip- 
ment. U burs sales of missiles with 
a range of more than 31)0 


kilometres or a payload of more 

than SOU kilogrammes. 

The M-ll has a range of 480 
kilometres and can be equipped 
with nuclear warheads. 

China and Pakistan repeatedly 
have said they are not violating 
the regime. China also says the 
M-U does not fall under the 
missile regime. 

The Washington Post and the 
New York Times reported 
Wednesday that the administra- 
tion was considering boning U.S. 
companies from certain high- 
technology trade with China be- 
cause U.S. intelligence officials 
had decided after months of de- 
bate that Beijing had sold M-ll 
missile components to Pakistan. 

The sanctions, expected to be 
announced os early as this week, 
could halt hundreds of millions of 
dollars in bilateral high- 


technology trade. They are man- 
dated by law when a banned 
missile transfer is found, to have 
occurred. 

Until now. the agencies that 
make up the U.S. intelligence 
community had been split on how- 
to interpret the evidence of possi- 
ble Chinese transfers of M-ll 
missile technology. 

But a consensus has emerged 
that shipments from Beijing 
would lei Pakistan assemble the 
M-U, officials sanJ. 

“All elements of the (intelli- 
gence) community have now 
signed on," said the official. 

Pakistani officials here dismis- 
sed the fresh allegations. 

Officials in Islamabad, com- 
menting on the reports from 
Washington, said Pakistan has 
not received equipment which 
could be termed a violation of 


MCTR. 

The allegations have been offi- 
cially denied in the past by both 
Pakistan and China. 

The issue was raised again 
when Pakistan Interim Prime 
Minister Moecn Qureshi met 
with U.S. Vice-President Al 
Gore and other American offi- 
cials during a private visit to 
Washington in July. 

Mr. Qureshi said afterwards be 
confirmed to the U.S. govern- 
ment ihat “Pakistan had not re- 
ceived any equipment or material 
that was in violation of the 
MTCR." 

Reiterating that position, 
Pakistan officials pointed out 
U.S. intelligence information, on 
the basis of which Washington 
seemed to have reached certain 
conclusions, was “incorrect and 
-unwarranted.'' 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment expects the Jordanian eco- 
nomy to achieve substantial 
growth in 1993, according to 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Secretary General Marwan 
Awad. 

Noting that in 1992 the national 
economy grew by 11.3 per cent, 
Mr. Awad said that in 1993, the 
national economy was expected 
to achieve a growth rate of at 
least six per cent. 

'*Should the economic growth 
continue,*' he said "Jordan would 
move towards an advanced age 
which would raise the per capita 
income and create new jobs, rhus 
reducing unemployment." 

‘Growth indicators manifest 
ihemslves clearly in the industry 
and trade sectors in the light o'f 
the huge capital invested in them 
by individuals and firms," noted 
Mr. Awad. 

According to ministry records, 
he explained, JD 75.6 million 
have been invested in the indus- 
try sector and JD 24.6 million in 
the trade sector in the first half of 
1993. 

Initial estimates for 1993 indi- 
cate that the industry- will achieve 
a 10 per cent growth, trade will 
achieve at least 3.5 per cent 
growth white the construction 
sector will soar to 15 per cent 
growth, according to Mr. Awad. 


Noting that the national econo- 
mic growth in 1992 exceeded all 
expectations, Mr. Awad attri- 
buted rhe develop men; to in- 
creases in demand on goods and 
services on the one hand and to 
the return to Jordan by hundreds 
of thousands of expatriates with, 
their savings much of which, he* 
said, were invested in the con- 
sturction sector. 

Mohammad Haloiqah, assis- 
tant secretary general of the 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology cast a different- view 
at the economy, noting that the 
growth does not call for much 
optimism because, he said; eco- 
nomic growth achieved in 1992 
was largely due to the growth in 
the construction sector. 

“This means that there has 
been incre.i&ed demand on inputs 
employed in this sector tike ce- 
ment „ gl'oss. aluminium, - point 
and other construction mate- 
rials,” noted Dr. Halaiqoh. 

He said that the most positive 
aspect of the Jordanian economy 
in the past year was represented 
in the local revenues which for 
the first time covered the current 
expenses. 

Dr. Halaiqah added that the 
country achieved a very modest 
growth in exports as it amounted 
only to a mere six per cent. 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


rPACKING.AW FREIGHT 
j FORWARDING. DOOR -to 
! DOOn SERVICE*-; AND 
; OEUVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
( AND .- RESERVATIONS 

AJV)IN It A WAR & SONS 
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b CROWN INTL EST. B 
Packing, shipping |j 
^ Forwarding, storage “ 
U worldwide Removals y 

Air. Sea and Land 



Amman 

International HoteT 


Tel 841712 / 841713 


^ 1^-. la 

I Srz^rr ..lug^j 

* 

Sw rifiyth, 

FLAT. O. TEL 
RESTAURANT 
661293 

ITALIAN CUtSINE 

Cocktail - Piano Bar 

^Opening Sqqdw 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS , 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE - 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 

IN THE NEAR EAST I 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 2 

“ TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
• ' ‘ ~ PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
*. AMMAN - JORDAN 


The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 


STUDIO ILUG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

size 30% larger 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindiays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: -S23S91 


At NcGrEaCo Bar in 

SELECT HOTEL 

^folcirA / SUCtmom 
Uf oi t mp Jl* you— 



One visit wOI make yon 
a steady , we believe!!! 


The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room-J 
“Satellite T.V. Reception" 


IIAItOTEL 

,l£2«|l|ls 


Amman ■ Te. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 - Fax «K434 
Telex 238 88 DARO TLJQ 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 


Businessmen 

IT 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME TN JORDAN V 

Book now & Join 


Specials in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
lr*'s;rne.tionai & 
Luxury Hotels m 
Turkey Cyprus 
& Egypt 

/’""■X Our first class services & moderate prices 

m 


our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nighrs 

* Istanbul $800 H/3 & tours 
» Antalya S 800. H/3 

* Turkish Riviera $800 H/3 
fr Cyprus S770 B/B 

.*■ All in 5 star INTL HTLS 


make sense for leisure & business travellers! 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT’ 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and rasfe our 
specialities 

( If. 'i *n d.nh 12.00- 3. 30 
p.m. 

v n JO - Midnight / 


£ J» =T « JT 
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CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant 


A urn enri c 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles of China. 
P n pt ro ] by oar 

r M iiff r Vfc 

Open da'fy for 
lunch & dinner 
Tike awa; atrtkes 
Jaoai Al Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& Industrial Rd 
ToL 833004 



MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

fopcri .t lmii.*' gjiiy] 

Take away is available 

•laC £ra~'3 n&2 
•va r Pn aae pr. a Hye: 


fTat 861822, Amman! 

Cncc tasked 

^,/Mv.i VUMA/H? rf j; 



Theflrst&best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Crete. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahhyyan Girls School 

Taka away to avaUaMa 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel . 638968 



lh, //<•'.• OrifisUtl ! <>■■,! in / <••*" 

mm vi K"i .v v r| " 


-CHINESE, Thai. Philfipino. fndortisian 
and Malaysian specialities 
-Five branches all over the world and 
now one in Amman 
- Live Band "G" nights a week 
-World wide programs VIA satellite 

:i Jlt .3 Hauls: 12 Naan 12 Midnight 

Friday SPJI Midnight 


653482 



i'.|)j:i:,."?"w: ?<■ i *-.jc Av.-i C ' » L — r- , - _ 



The Inn Place to be. 


ozeha 

Restaurant 


*Upen air terrace. 

■ Round table for 12- IS 
guests. 

* Open 7 days a week 
Tei 613S72 

2nd circle - Jabai Amman. 



Tel. 630571 Fax. 630572 



THE SUMMER TERRACE 
IS NOW OPEN 

Valentino 

i““ r« i i mi urn 
jmwl juhum nmrr cwclk 

OfHMTI 1MBUUOI IWWfit 

TEL. 654205 


/f ‘ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

" Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- 3.30 pm 
7.30 -Tl .30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel! 

Towards 3rd circle | 


. Tel:659519 659520 



French (^i 



UL&we 


Lunch & Dinner 
7- days a week 

Tel. 680093/4 Fax. 823864 
Shmeisani-Noar Babich 
AmmarvJordan 




There is a lot more to 


Rock Cafe) 

li-jive B&nd 

639197 

Couples Only, or 
Groups of Lades & Gents 

Open Daily 


than great fast food 



A Small Restaurant 
A Grand Mission 

Alxbu&Kantsbe Slujppipg Ojiicr, 
ocar Quctn .Uri FnndTrLH{”>55 



Terrace 
Restaurant 
S Tapas Bar 

International Dished 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jebel Ammin - 3zd Clida 
Fci Ramcvanon T*1 013060 -1 
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World News 


Hosokawa denies cracks in coalition 


TOKYO (R) — japan’s new 


pnme minister Wednesday de- 
fended his disparate coalition's 


ability to govern and promised to 
deliver soon on pledges to revive 
an ailing economy and dear up 
scandal-ridden politics. 

Morihiro Hosokawa also said 
his government would not pay 
additional war reparations to vic- 
tims of Japan's military expan- 
sionism up to 1945 despite its 
"deep remorse and apology ab- 
out aggressive actions and colo- 
nial rule.” 

“Japan has faithfully paid out 


Party (LDP) lost its 38-year hold 
on power to the coalition, poked 
fun at the new government in 
parliament, at the start of three 
days of questions on Mr. Hosoka- 
wa ’s policies. 

. “Don’t you think your coali- 
tion will fail apart because of all 
the differences of opinion (among 
partners)?" asked Mr. Kono, 
sparking laughter and a round of 


applause. 
Mr. Kc 


compensation according to the 
(1952) San Francisco Peace Trea- 


ty and other related treaties. I do 
not intend to seek a legal re- 
appraisal of these treaties." he 
told a lower house session held to 
question the policy speech he 
made Monday. 

While Mr. Hosokawa and his 
two-week-old government enjoy 
wide popular support, policy dif- 
ferences within his multi-party 
alliance — which spans the 
centre-right to the Marxist left — 
have stirred concern about the 
new team’s ruling ability. 

Opposition leader Yohei 
Kono, whose Liberal Democratic 


Mr. Kono, a popular liberal in 
the conservative LDP, cited re- 
cent discord among coalition 
leaders over the planned purch- 
ase of AWACS (Airborne Warn- 
ing And Control System) jets 
from the United States. 

He also pointed out alliance 
leaders had yet to agree to a plan 
to clean up politics — die group’s 
top priority — or act to prop up 
an economy in one of its worst 
postwar downturns. 

An impassive Mr. Hosokawa, 
reading from a prepared script, 
deniecf there were cracks in bis 
coalition. 

“There is no disunity within my 
government,” Mr. Hosokawa 
said. “What’s going on is an 
exchange of opinion, which I 
think is a good thing." 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Nicaragua hostage crisis nears end 


QUILALI, Nicaragua (R) — A hostage-taking drama that 
paralysed Nicaragua since late last week appeared nearing its 
closing stages Wednesday after rival armed groups from the left 
and right freed a total of 21 prisoners. Archbishop Miguel 
Obando Y Bravo, the Central American nation’s top Roman 
Catholic prelate, and government officials persuaded a band of 
rightist contra guerrillas to free 11 of the 16 hostages they were 
holding near the isolated town of Quilali, about 240 kilometres 
north of the capital Managua. Shortly afterwards a band of leftist 
gunmen in Managua freed 10 of the 15 conservative political 
leaders they were holding in retaliation for the contra kidnap- 
pings. But their main hostage, Vice-President Virgilio Godoy, 
was nor among those released. "They are out.” Organisation of 
American States (OAS) representative Marco Tulio Boassa said 
in Quilali after seeing the contra prisoners emerge. Each group 
kept five hostages. 


U.S. Mi A probe finals remains in Laos 


HANOI fAFP) — U.S. investigators recovered human remains 
and military aircraft wreckage during a month-long search 
operation in Laos aimed at accounting for missing American 
servicemen, a U.S. statement said Wednesday. Some remains 
were recovered during excavations of U.S. aircraft crash sites, or 
purported burial sites of Americans killed during the Vietnam 
War. and others were turned over by Lab officials, the statement 
received here said. The remains, which have undergonejnitial 
screening, vrii! re repatriated to Hawaii for identification at a " 
military laboratory, the statement from U.S. Joint Task Force- 
Fuii Accounting said without revealing how- many sets found. Of 
the 1.24-S Americans unaccounted for from the Vietnam Wax, 514 
wen: missing in Laos, where rugged terrain, poor infrastructure 
and ether factors have combined to make recovery operations 1 
extremely difficult. 


Yeltsin, Walesa hail new era 


WARSAW (R) — President Boris Yeltsin and Lech Walesa 
signed landmark agreements Wednesday in a drive to mend 
economic ties and drain what the Polish leader called the “bitter 
chalice" of their tragic shared history. The Russian leader, on his 
first official trip to Warsaw, pledged as a goodwill gesture to 
withdraw the last remaining former Soviet troops from Poland by 
Oct. 1, three months earlier than planned. Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. 
Walesa, two leaders who played historic roles in smashing 
communism and changing the face of Eastern Europe, signed a 
major trade pact and a deal to build a giant gas pipeline across 
Russia and Poland to Western Europe. “In the new Russian-- 
Polish relations, there is no place for hegemony and diktat, the 
political psychology of big brother and little brother," Mr. Yeltsin 
told a joint news conference. The decision to withdraw the last 
1,000-odd Russian troops ahead of schedule was a token of good 
faith towards the Poles, who have long Tesented the former Soviet 
army's presence. 


U.N. deplores violence in S. Africa 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The Security Council Tuesday 
deplored the recent upsurge of violence in South Africa and said 
all parties must take responsibility to prevent enemies of 
democracy from threatening the country’s democratic transition. 
The council’s statement, read out at a brief public meeting, was 
prompted by a wave of violence, mainly in black townships, in 
which nearly 900 people have been killed since early July. “The 
Security Council deplores the recent upsurge in violence and 
discord in South Africa, especially in the East Rand,7 the 
statement said. “This violence — terrible in its human toll — is 
even more tragic as the country proceeds on the path .to a 
democratic, non-racial and united South Africa and a new', more 
promising future for all its citizens,” it added. 


Evidence revealed against Rutskoi 


MOSCOW (AP) — The head of a President Commission on 
Corruption showed documents on television Tuesday to support 
accusations that vice presidem Alexander Rutskoi received 
millions of dollars in illegal kickbacks. Commission Chairman 
Andrei Makarov said the evidence bad been turned over to 
Moscow's city prosecutor and could lead to criminal charges 
against Rutskoi, a bitter opponent of President Boris Yeltsin, Mr. 
Rutskoi, who has not been arrested or formally charged with any 
crime, called a Kremlin news conference this week to deny the 
commission’s allegation that he had tunneled state money into-a 
secret Swiss bank account. He said he had no property abroad. 
Mr. Rutskoi also said the accusation was a political attempt to 
discredit him because he had blown the whistle on widespread 
corruption in the Yeltsin administration. 


China holds military manoeuvres 


HONG KONG (AFP) — China has been holding large-scale 
combined military manoeuvres in the South China Sea, involving 
units responsible for operations in the disputed Spratly and 
Paracel Islands, the Far East Economic Review (FEER) said in its 
latest edition. Although the manoeuvres have been “low key’’ in 
order not to overtly worry its neighbours, “the dear message is 
that China's armed forces are swiftly acquiring the ability to 
operate well beyond the country's borders,” the Hong Kong- 
based weekly magazine said in its^ edition to be published 
Thursday. The air, sea and land exercises have been taking place 
for several weeks near the southern port dty of Zhanjiang, 
headquarters of the South Sea Fleet which is responsible for naval 
operations around the Spratlys and Paracels. The joint man- 
oeuvres, involving ground troops, air force fighters and bombers, 
warships, involving and marine units, are “unprecedented” and 
far larger than previous exercises, FEER quoted a U.S. military 
analyst as saying. 


Mr. Hosokawa, who enjoys a 
70-80 per cent support along with 
his cabinet, said he would strive 
to pass within the year laws to 


overhaul Japan's political and 
electoral system after years of 


abuse and corruption scandals. 
With his coalition still feuding 
over the details, be was unable to 
go into specifics. 

Mr. Hosokawa said he was 
concerned about the yen’s rapid 
rise after it reached a high of 
100,40 to the dollar last week. He 
also repeated an earlier pledge to 
unveil measures aimed a boosting 
economic growth and reducing 
Japan's politically sensitive trade 
surplus with tbe United States. 

“We plan to draw up a broad- 
range of measures by mid- 
September that will indude de- 
regulation and ways to pass on 
the benefits of a high yen (to 
consumers),” he said. 

While the new government 
faces an uphill battle on all fronts, 
the economy is the most crudal. 
Recent indicators have shown 
that, without quick and effective 
stimulus measures, recovery wifi 
remain far off. 

Auto giant Toyota Mo.tor 
Corp. said Wednesday that its 


parent operatingprofit in the past 
business year, which ended on 
June 30, fell 17 per cent from a 
year ago partly due to the yen’s 
appreciation. 

Nissan Motor chief Yutaka 
Kume criticised Mr. Hosokawa 
for failing to be more specific on 
currency measures. 

“If the yen continues to rise 
(against dollar) it will have a 
destructive effect not only on 
exporters but on Japanese indus- 
try as a whole,” he said. 

LDP leader Kono described 
Hosokawa’s performance in par- 
liament as less than impressive. 

“I thought he could have been 
more passionate about political 
reform,” Mr. Kono told repor- 
ters. “He couldn’t be concrete 
about economic measures., or 
display any leadership.” 

Mr. Hosokawa, however, was 
firm on several issues. 

He ruled out the possibility 
that Japan would take pan sin 
United Nations military man- 


Japanese troops made their inter- 
national debut as U.N. 
peacekeepers in Cambodia last 
year. 


U.S. forces Pakistan to 


stop arming Kashmiris 


MUZAFFARABAD. Pakistan 


(R) — U.S. pressure has forced 
Pakistan to stop arming and train- 


ing Kashmiri militants fighting 
Indian rule, military and rebet 


Indian rule, military and rebel 
sources said. 

Militant leaders in Pakistan- 
controlled Azad (Free) Kashmir 
said Pakistani authorities had. 
clamped down on their activities 
in the last six to eight months 
after Washington put the country 
on its watch list of possible “ter- 
rorist states." 

“The Americans started brea- 
thing fire and brimstone down the 
government’s neck,” one retired 
military officer told Reuters. 
“Pakistan was getting fed up of 
being branded a terrorist state.” 

Pakistan officially denies it has 
ever armed or trained Kashmiri 
militants to fight in the anti- 
Indian uprising on the other side 
of the divided Himalayan region. 

But officials, army officers and 


militants privately admit that 
several separatist groups — not- 
ably those ^favouring Kashmiri 
union with Pakistan rather than 
outright independence — have 
received direct military help for 
several years. 

Tf you don’t like someone and 
you see his house is on fire, you 
don’t throw water on it. You 
might even throw on some hay,” 
one army officer said. 

The sources said the aid was 
coordinated by the vast Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI), the 
most powerful of Pakistan's in- 
telligence agencies, rather than 
the regular army. 

Diplomats and military sources 
said the main figure behind the 
policy was former ISI Chief 
Lieutenant-General Javed Nasir, 
who was ordered to take early 
retirement in May after President 
Ghulam Ishaq Khan sacked the 
prime minister, Nawaz Sharif. 


Nigerian capital shuts down 
in anti-government protest 


LAGOS (AFP) — Many people 
stayed off Lagos streets and out 
of their offices Wednesday in 
response to a call for civil dis- 
obedience by pro-democracy 
campaigners demanding a total 
end of military rale. 

Trade unions and opposition 
politicians, called for peace pro- 
tests to make the junta relinquish 
power and hand over to an 
elected president, but no demon- 
strations or trouble were appa- 
rent. 


Generally busy bus stations 
were quiet and the antiquated 
yellow Molue buses were rare 
and almost empty. Aimed police 
discreetly patrolled major junc- 
tions on the airport . road and a 
police helicopter hovered over- 
head. 

Labour and political move- 
ments were also pushing for pub- 
lication of the results of a June 
presidential election, which mil- 
lionaire businessman Mosbood 
Abiola, of the Social Democratic 
Party, is generally believed to 
have won. 


Tuesday's official announce- 
ment in the new federal capital 
Abuja that military ruler Ibrahim 
Babangida was stepping down 
has done nothing to defuse the 
political crisis. 

Gen. Babangida annulled the" 
June 12 presidential poll, alleging 
financial irregularities, and plans 
to band over Thursday to an 
rmelected interim government in- 
cluding civilians. 


Mr. Abiola late Tuesday told a 
* British television interviewer that 
he was the sole legitimate presi- 
dent, and that Nigerian people 
were “bent on democracy.” 

‘Tm the only president avail- 
able and I'm the choice of the 
Nigerian people," the Muslim ty- 
coon from the Yoruba southwest- 
ern part of the country said. 

“The only way that you can 
have an effective government 
that will tackle corruption is to 
have a legitimately elected gov- 
ernment of the people, not 
Babangida's band with someone 
else’s glove on it,” Mr. Abiola 
added. 

The proposed interim govern- 
ment of national unity, supposed 
to take over after a farewell 
parade for Gen. Babangida on 
the eighth anniversary of his 
palace coup, is regarded as un- 
constitutional by the opposition 
and by human rights bodies. 

Residents of the largely- 
Muslhn northern town of Kano 
reported that hundreds of south- 
erners were leaving either for the 
Yoruba areas In southwest or the 
Ibo east 

Since late Tuesday, state radio 
broadcast messages in several di- 
alects telling Nigerians: “This is 
the time for you to prove your 
love for your motherland,” pre- 
senters added: “Don’t join others 
to disturb the peace of the land... 

“Your safety is assured where- 
ver you five. Stay and carry on I 
with your normal duties. There is i 
no need to run anywhere." 
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Clintons cruise with Onassis 


MARTHA’S VINEYARD, Massachusetts — President BID Clinton 
and his family went cruising aboard a yacht with Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis off Martha’s Vineyard Tuesday as some 200 
onlookers cheered. Members of the Kennedy family joined the 
luncheon party aboard the yacht Rdemar, owned by Maurice 
Temptesman, tong-time companion of the late President Kennedy’s 
widow, Mr. Clinton, his wife HHlary and daughter Chelsea were 
graded by Mr. Temptesman and Senator Edward Kennedy as they 
arrived at Menemsha Harbour for a famcheon cruise. The party 
included the late president’s daughter Caroline and her husband 
Ed Schlossberg and Vernon Jordan, chief of Mr. Clinton’s 
transition team, and his wife Anne. They sailed from the harbour 
towards Vineyard Sound as some 200 bystanders on a nearby Jetty 
cheered. The photograph shows Mr. CHnton (left) standing with 
Sen. Kennedy and Mrs. Onassis on the flying bridge of the 
Rdemar. (AFP photo) 


Azeri attack on ICRC 


truck in Armenia kills 1 


GENEVA (AFP) — One person 
was killed when two trucks oper- 
ated by the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
in Armenia came under fire near 
the border with Azerbaijan, the 
ICRC said here Tuesday. 

The ICRC strongly protested 
what it called a deliberate attack 
on one of its vehicles painted with 
Red Cross markings. 

The attack, Monday, took 
place on a road between Kras- 
noselsk and Berd, in the north- 
east of the country. 

The passenger killed aboard 
the truck was not named. 

Meanwhile, a two-pronged 
offensive by Armenians and 
Armenian separatists was poised 
to overran southwestern Azerbai- 
jan Wednesday by taking the 
Zangelan pocket, the last area in 
the region still under Azeri con- 
trol. 

As Azerbaijani troops fled an 
masse, the Azerbaijan Defence 
Ministry accused Armenian 
forces backed by tanks and heli- 
copters of attacking Zangelan 
from inside Armenia along a 20- 
kilometre (12- mile) front. 

Meanwhile Armenian separat- 
ists continued their tank and in- 
fantry push south towards the 
Iranian frontier from the break- 
away enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh northeast of Zangelan, 
the ministry said, according to 
Interfax News Agency. 

“The Azerbaijani army is 
fleeing and that’s a fact," Azer- 
baijan’s Acting Presidem Geidar 
Aliyev said during a meeting with 
the Russian member; of the inter- 
national team of mediators on die 


Boy, 13, says Michael Jackson abused him 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — - Police 
began investigating Michael Jack- 
son on child abase allegations 
after a 13-year-old boy said the 
pop superstar bad fondled him, a 
source says. Jackson has denied 
any wrongdoing. 

The son of a Beverly Hills 
dentist, the boy told his therapist 
that Jackson had sexually abused 
him, a source with access to 
confidential police documents 
said Tuesday. 

Police seized photographs and 
videotapes from Jackson’s apart- 
ment in Century Gty and his 
massive “Neveriand” ranch near 
Los Angeles in searches over tbe 
weekend, the source said. 

Jackson, in Bangkok on a 
world concert tour, postponed his 
second concert in Bangkok be- 
cause of illness and will perform 
instead Thursday, Thai police 
said. Spokesman for the star 
could not immediately be 
rdhehed, and there was no word 
on the nature of his illness. 

' In a statement issued Tuesday 
through his lawyer Howard 
Weitzman, Jackson said he was 
confident that a police investiga- 
tion would disprove allegations 


by a woman telephone caller that 
the singer had abused her child at 


the singer had abused her child at 
either of his homes. 

“I am confident the (police) 
department will conduct a fair 
and thorough investigation and 
■that its results will demonstrate 
foal there was no wrongdoing on 


my part,” Jackson said. 
“I am srateful for th 


“I am grateful for the over- 
whelming support of my fans 
throughout the world. I love you 
all,” he said. 

It was Jackson’s first public 
statement since the Los Angeles 
Police Department confirmed 
Monday that the multi- 
millionaire singer has been under 
criminal investigation since Aug. 
17. The police have refused to 
elaborate on the case, but said 
that Jackson has cooperated folly 
with authorities. 

Anthony Pellicano, a private 
detective hired by Jackson, said 
the allegations of child abuse 
were made after Jackson refused 
to pay a $20 million blackmail 
demand. 

"The refusals have in our opin- 


ion caused what has transpired in 
the last few days,” said Mr. Pelli- 


cano, adding that the extortion 


attempt began two and a half 
months ago. 

The detective said he has not 
yet spoken to police. 

Hie alleged victim and his pa- 
rents, reportedly friends of Jack- 
son, have not been identified. 
The parents are divorced and 
fighting for their son’s custody. 

A local television station re- 
ported that court documents 
show foe boy’s father sought a 
restraining order to prevent the 
boy’s mother from allowing Jack- 
son to see or communicate with 
their sou. 

Michael Freeman, the mother’s 
lawyer, said the son had not told 
his mother of the alleged fond- 
ling, and that she first knew of the 
investigation when police con- 
tacted her. 

Mr. Freeman would not say 
whether the boy was still living 
with the mother. The whereab- 
outs of the boy are unknown. 

He also denied that the mother 
was involved in an extortion 
attempt, saying Jackson was a 
dose friend of the family and that 
the mother had never asked for 
money. 

The Los Angeles Police De- 


partment’s Sexually Exploited 
Child Unit is leading the probe, 
according to a local television 
report. 

The 34-year-old shy singer, 
who celebrated his birthday this 
Sunday, often invites scores of 


kids to the private fairground and 
zoo he has built on the grounds of 


zoo he has built on the grounds of 
his massive Santa Barbara county 
ranch. 

And he also frequently sur- 
rounds himself with children dur- 
ing the finale of his concerts. 
According to one source, Jackson 
often fakes children on trips. 

Earlier this year Jackson said 
he enjoyed being with children 
because they were much more 
honest and straightforward than 
adults.* 

Jackson has raised millions of 
dollars for needy children 
throughout the world. 

Jackson gave his -first of two , 
concerts in Bangkok Tuesday to a 
crowd of 50,000 frenzied fans. 

He said he would continue with 
his “'Dangerous world tour,” 
which includes 25 conceits in 


Mars 

Observer’s 

silence 

baffles 

scientists 


Millionaire teacher 
returns to 
classroom 


FOND DU LAC, Wiseman 
(AP) — The excitement °LSf 
finrtday back at school^ 
er as a teacher returned to wwk 
even though he's sharing a record 
Sill million lottery jack?»t-Sto- 
dents arriving for classes express- 
ed surprise that Leslie Ro&ms 


The strange silence or tu® = . High gchbol. mt. «wo..» 

Observer space probe has touted S^f^ghe might decide to do 
NASA scientists desperately cise fo the future. “He 

Kdd Slit,” said K-C- S-fc 


•*■*** -w -. — 7 - chnnld aUlt. — — — - 

mission to tbe rqd planet «He has enough money^Why 

Scientists, mystified when the d * m ore. Other 

i (.11 ^l<»t CatirrHav dfl nOt 0O€S BC j . 


probe fell silent Saturday,, do not floes . ne ^ ? a weai- 

Uow for sure whether it is m indicated 

orbit around Mars. I 0 ymgoff ““ mv Robins was dedicated to his 
space or critically damaged. « He ’ s just an ordin- 

^We have' no idea what the ^v He ;j oIe bunch of 
problem is right now,” mission a*y 8®y, . . Becker, 12. 

manager Saterios Mta told re- “J ? * he just still acts 


porters at the National Aeronau- 
tics and Space Administration's 
(NASA) Jet Propulsion Labora- 
tory Tuesday. 

Observer, which has not re- 
sponded to controllers since 
Saturday, was programmed to 
automatically put itself into orbit 
around Mars Tuesday and then 
reestablish contact with Earth. 

But the probe remained silent, 
amd scientists resumed a last-ditch 
effort to reestablish communica- 
tion by sending commands to the 
craft. 


money,” said Aimee Becker 12. 
“From what I see, he just still acts 
tbe way he did. He doesn t act 
like a rich snob.” 


Woman marries own 
son to become Costa 
Rican citizen 


SAN JOSE (AFP) — A 65-year- 
old Nicaraguan woman mameo 
her own son in a scam they used 
to live and work in Costa Rica, 
police said Tuesday. Six years 
ago, Florenciaa Silva tied the 
knot here with her 32-year-old 


“We assume the spacecraft is in knot nere wrai H 

Even if Observer is in orbit, himself, police 
the mission will be a total loss if marriage of convenience allowed 
the spacecraft is unable to beam 
back da^a and pictures that were 


supposed to provide scientists 
with the best doseup view yet of 
Earth’s mysterious neighbour. 

Scientists also don't know 
whether Observer, launched last 
September, has redeved any of 
the commands sent by controllers 
since Saturday. 

“Just because we can’t hear 
from it doesn’t mean it can’t hear 
from us,” system engineer 
Charles Whetsel said. 

After Tuesday’s failure scien- 
tists were pinning their hopes on 
the craft’s computers, which are 
programmed to solve problems 
on their own. 

“Tins particular spacecraft is 
what we call a smart spacecraft,” 
Mr. Dallas said. 

Observer is programmed to 
contact controllers every five' 
days if it hasn't received a com- 
mand and may try to reestablish* 
contact by itself Wednesday. 

Scientists said one of the most 
1 puzzling aspects of the loss of 
communication in the fact that 
much of the equipment aboard 
the sophisticated, 5,400 lb 
(2,400 kg) probe has been tested 
in other missions. 

“This spacecraft is built with 
equipment that has successfully 
flown for years ” Mr. Cunning- 
ham said. “It’s well proven.” 

The loss of contact left Amer- 
ica’s first Mars expedition in 17 


spreading frontier conflict 

The twin offensives leave 
separatist authorities in Nagorno- 
Karabakh within sight of break- 
ing free of Baku’s control after an 
increasingly bitter frve-and-a- 
half-yeaxs of fighting. 

The ministry said Armenian 
troops, who attacked from the 
Gapan region, had already adv- 
anced five kilometres (three 
miles) into Azerbaijani territory. 

The Armenians also launched 
parallel attacks from eight vil- 
lages in the Zangelan region 
which have been under their con- 
trol since December 1992, die 
ministry added. 

Clashes between Armenian 
and Azerbaijani forces were con- 
tinuing around two border vil- 
lages and on the Shukurataz 
Heights, Baku added. 

A spokesman for the Arme- 
nian Defence Ministry contacted 
by telephone denied any “milit- 
ary activity" in the southern bor- 
der zone, charging that Azerbai- 
jan was planning its own 'offen- 
sive towards Armenia in the 
northern Taush region. 

Yerevan hgs repeatedly denied 
any collusion with the separatist 
forces, although the enclave's for- 
mer chief of. staff, Seigei Sarki- 
sian, is now Armenian defence 
minister. 

The separatists continued 
Wednesday their push towards 
the Iranian border, enabling 
them to hold a virtual security 
corridor bordered by the enclave 
nad Armenia and stretching from 
the Azerbaijani towns of Kelbad- 
zfaar to the northwest to Fizuli in 
the south. 


the woman to become naturalised 
here based on the false, apparent 
citizenship of her son, authorities 
said. The unusually-matched pair 
was trying to secure jobs in Costa 
Rica — which has a substantially 
higher standard of living than 
neighbouring Nicaragua — to 
support the other five people in 
their immediate family, author- 
ities added. Police recently disco- 
vered Mr. Silva Pacheco's false 
identity after the company he was 
working for reported him for 
alleged financial improprieties. 
Authorities said 26-year-old Ro- 
ger Fallas, the Costa Rican whose 
papers were altered, was unaware 
he was technically married for 
years. But they said the marriage, 
in any case, was fraudulent and 
invalid. 


Man sinks into 
mother’s grave while 
planting mums 


years in jeopardy at tbe end of 
450 million mile (725 million 


kilometre) journey. 
“We will need to 


( “We will need to establish 
[ communications to proceed with 
I tbe mission, ” Mr. Cuiming^am 
said. 

Observer — billed as tbe most 
sophisticated planetary probe 
ever launched — is the centre- 
piece of tbe first U.S. flight to 
Mars since the Twin Viking 
spacecraft landed there in 1976 to 
search for signs of life. 

Observer was to take 
thousands of photographs and 
measurements to give' scientists 
their most detailed global picture 
of the Martian landscape and 
dimate. 

A failure would be a major 
setback for manned flights plan- 
ned for tbe next century, NASA 
officials said. 

Despite the extended lack of 
contact, NASA officials said they 
were optimistic the mission could 
be saved. 

“We’re fairly confident that 


NEWTOWN, Pa. (AP) — A man 
planting mums on his mother's 
grave was trapped for two hours 
when the ground gave way and he 
sank knee-high. Kenneth 
McLaughlin, 29, said he tried 
repeatedly to free himself, but 
tiie leg that sank into soft ground 
became stuck under the base of 
his mother’s headstone. Help ar- 
rived after two hours, said Mr. 
McLaughlin, a security guard. “I 
screamed and shouted for help, 
but nobody came. I was really 
upret,” he said. Mr. McLaughlin 
was rescued by a bicyclist, who 
called for help. A police officer 
used a flower pot near the grave 
to shovel a hole and free Mr 
McLaughlin. “One thing’s for 
sure,” Mr. McLaughlin said, “I 
don't think FU go back there 
alone for a while." 


Reynolds challenges 

Anderson to druq 
test 


I NEW YORK (R) — Screen star 
Burt Reynolds has challenged 
estranged wife Loni Anderson to 
fake competing so-called truth 
wig tests to determine who 
started sleeping around first dur- 

5®, S? T f u Ur_year ma niage. 

Reynolds, who says he is havine 
an affair with a Tampa, Florida® 

IS? 1 *??’ *5? he ’ s willing to stake 
mil ,on Anderson wants 
JJL® settlement and cus- 


were rainy confident that 1 “voice settlement and cus- 
weTl recover this mission," said tody of their adopted five-vear 
William Piotrowski, acting direc- ?j. d son Quinton on the outenm/ 
torof NASA’s Solar System Ex- Hfc remarks came in an gSE 
ploration Division. broadcast Tuesday on the AB? 

MeapwftOe, a group that says £*™f’s entertainment Sow 
mere may have. been Ufa on Mars Good Morning America- 
suggested Tuesday that the U.S. mg Edition. “I will imte u rffer 
goverament. may have inten- *> her right now that I will 
tionally disabled the Mars Obser- her everything I own incin 
ver .^? *t could take no pictures of my ranch, my house’ a 

artificial Strnrtn«c i- western -T .' a lOt Of 


artificial structures on it western art she doesn’t 
Richard Hoagland, founder of her $13 million^hM 
a group that claims 1 a. dty oiice “king for. if she till 
wasbtult ofl i Mars, said at a news sodium pentothal test and^trill 
«mference that there was a possi- *«ke one right bedrid 1 
biKty that a "rogue group” within Reynolds savs in 
NASA) intentionally sfabr XhS ,n Ae w*— 

agency’s Mars Observer 

spacecraft so that it could not 30ff *CersdU»©d 
make an orbital survey of the by bandits 


■he interview. . 


Singapore, Taiwan, Japan, Mos- 
cow, Israel, Turkey and Spain's 


cow, Israel, Turkey and Spain's 
Canary Islands. 


Mr. Hoaglaijd said that he has NAPLES r*,i , * -* 

S^nasa 8 / 0 - 10 years to rob he^o u f tSL^ ? 2 ~~ Armed 
RJUf* to myestigale what he Icthes thr ? e Pbme- 

5J5L b * P Ktare of a face drove off ® ,awl d *ty and 
Mived on the surface of Mars and police 2L W J l ¥ ,r “marked car 
tiiat scrente* for the agency have mES^** 1 *"* ** pifi 
hi* rcwnch Md toof 

c0 jt , S u 5 ® h “ organisation. past TheoffiHl^ m the 

arteFsrfs 

eetogen. bfc once existed 0 " n §S^e^^ ™ ciSsi„£ 
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After losing :i-,e 
iv y h game*. :o :he I.’.i. city of 
AlLata. Mancuiiians — the $2.*i 
people who iubahi* this 
nenr-m Enelrih cstv — brhevr 
Hritain dcser.es to host th^ 
iamc-: ajv.m. 

London ita-.'.cd lb-.- '.vji.s and 
l°4d Olympic, a:: d. Brit.-sh 
athletes have never missed 
?::trvcs. "* Britain is a»>->d ton of the 
Olsiv.pic movement y\hrci* time 
has come." vjy> Scwtt. 

“You v.oulc chrtisv js si >na 
yidn't v.-ant :o lake anv ri-.i s. We 
get it right. V-.'*; r-elieve we 
h;i\e (he making: of classic 
eames.” 


TO? athletes wuuld be housed 
ifl a ‘.libpe stretching in <i “iluij 
hone" bhape tiom the city centre 
to the Oljmpic erntre. containtng 
the main stadium, liie hadnunrun 
and gymimtio. arenu anti vetod- 
romc. Every athlete would have a 

single bedroom 

Four uiuicr&tiiL’V, coitraining 
Jt'j.OOO rooms, would Ik* used to 
house the media. Cniite liners 
would line the Manchester ship 
caiul lor sponsor-.’ pie.lv 

Munch csict ah cutty hx. 28,000 
hotel beds and a further 7 . 50 U 
would he provided by 2 lHJO. All 
hoteis has*e signed .i charter 
guaranteeing ns» price increases 
specifically for the games. 

M.ugarct I'hmchcr showed lit- 
tle cnthusiuMd four years ago. 
Her suiyevtur as prime rmnisier 
John Major is a sports fan and has 
Mressed his support. We will be in 
Monte Cart.. September 2 J to put 
M.inthcslcr’s cjise to (he IOC 
before the final vote. 

Major has pledged SI 1U million 
to fuud the hid and build key 
bcihnes. If (he bid is sucfv,sfiri. 
the goVrinn.cnt would under - 
write expenditure on venues and 
organisation. 

Scull believes Manchester 
eouJJ take a $92 million profit 
after generufinf, hdlion in 
revenue. 

If successful, ciiy aitthoritie-. 


p!.-.n to spend S2 billion on a 

braiding programme, inelmltng 
SJ 5 -J million fit mi the games’ 
iijieiating hudgcl. which they 
hope would transform the cradie 
of the industrial rcvnluduu uito a 
modem metropolis. 

Officials say the games would 
reverse the city’s hhde intJ decay, 
providing I 15 . 1 XW man-years ni 
employment and mgeenng SS 6 
hilhon of expenditure m the re- 
gion 

IOC inspector , wen- impressed 
by Manchester’s plans fur urban 
renewal and reclamation, but 
while tbc city's planned infras- 
tructure was well received, the 
commission noted that 10 of the 
existing IS sports facilities need 

ICIIOVUlKMI. 

The organisers stress the en- 
vironmental benefits of the bid — 
KM per cent i»i new facilities be 
buth on reclaimed laud and each 
\cmjf has an assurnl u:^* after (he 
games. 

Huge rcd-biick waiuhou-.es 1 
dating fiom the city’s 19 ih cen- 
tury hryda> would be turned in:o 
(he pres:, ■inti broadcasting cen- 
tre. A vast factory area has been 
razed to make way for a partially 
completed veiiidromc and the 
KU.UOU-seat main stadium. 

T lu- nml'.iini would almost err- 
lainly not i*e built if the v docs 
not win the isickcs in September. 


S| r! ^° ach ! Australia set for Davis Cup clash 

1 Becker Joses; Lendl , Chang prevail 
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-.IEL R O V R N E , . .us trail j 
■ Agcncicii — AuMr.i-ian CapLjin 
Ncde Traser said V.’- Jnesday he 
will take five player 1 , *» India lor 
nor.: month’s. Davj. Cup iemi- 
fsaa! :o guard ajoi::-.: :r.:a:v an- 
illness. 

hraser announced r. :.r:-in:ni 
■:-auad — Richar:* I ramberf, 
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"It seems :bc‘. Linford cannot 
tum crcur.c tlu-.y days without 
hc.ving to take a -irug test. 

“Because he is :< very high 
profile ativctL, ■ would think 
Linford ba random tested a* 
leasL three cr four Times a year oi: 
top of all :!:c xicnng where he 
wins so reif.ariy.” 

Did: says he ’ news Christie is 
a dr ugs-fre.- uch'-.-Te and he is 
mou.ring -.. campaign for all 
negative ie-. . to b- made public. 

.“1 wish t-.; I/iAF would pub- 
lish t:ie • *-f i.Ii tliosc t«isis 

that aro- i.u Dick s^ici. 

frhc-:- .-. .s rcv-aled at the 
World C • ‘ “f.'bir t . which en- 
ded in an Sunday, that an 
0*yr..p:c - ■ -ir.plor. had tested 
p-jjitivc, Lr^. circulated it 

was the Lr s'j.-’r -.er, who won 
the ‘-.f. m.-.iU It turned out 
to b. L.. _. rws thrower 

i L". 

Primo I --' : uio. the JAAF pres- 
ide::!, uv.-.i • -u-.L- I s'oiicm.eni 
de r'.arrg C-. ri.’.ic Lcsieu negative 
and that iV.? IOC r.:«res final in 
Sr.:? ••• ait v:. . a n race. 


September 
on qras:- at Chandigarh, non!; of 
Delhi. 

One of the squad *.viH be cut 
ifter the U S. Upcr, which gets 
underway in New York next 
week. 

None of the Australian players 
has previously been to India. A. ltd 
Fraser has so’ught friends in high 
places and consulted leading Au- 
stralian sportsmen in an effort to 
heat India in the expected steamy 
conditions. 

Security is also a prime concern 
in an area of political unrest 
where the Australian foreign 
affairs department i-dvres visi- 
tors to be wary. 

!u ensure the Australians re- 
main in guod health for the lie. 
Australian Olympic tram doctor 
3rinn Sando will accompany the 
team and 1,000 litres (260 gal- 
lons) of bottled water will he 
transported to India 

’!hc Aussie 1 , leave for Asia on 
Uyapierrbcr !6 but will take at 
least three days to ai rive in Chan- 
digarh because of cv'.-sTcrd sto- 
povers in Singapore ai.d Delhi. 

Fraser said the U.S. Open 
would be the lost cita-ice for 
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your arieiysk-..! w.vcra. Assume that 
you hove Vr 'rhsd s purieclij nornuil 
three nc :n::eL» ir.l V/eai. in re- 
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PLAY T77T. ODDS 

comes st trick one: Which sp..de do 
veu ploy fres: dummy? 

Since the beddia,T and h'.o atnrk 
F.ts: tt~ih s buit heedwl A J 9. you 
hive o:;ty cne sure stopper. If you 
play low, or the ten. from -Jilicay, 
that stopper will be lorved out on 
the r.o. Neverthrie&s, you i a:> create 
e portion e I stopper and gain «Uo- 
po by iti.varusg ihc tsblt'i qui-au. 
risjt muel win the ate, but caiu.--t 
p? .-severe with spades without r ,iv- 
,ng you a second trick in the tv it 
and. with »e. vour contract. 

Let's (supple that Eat: nhifla to u 
ciub at trick two If East hokla tiie 
tiny of chibs and West the ace of 
diamonds, you must finesae b-jw to 
cjhe your c, intrant. Ifaun? the mi- 
nor boners ta:d you must rise with 
{}]* see, establish a dim 1 ' od trek, 
this revert to clubs to giUTMtrt 
r.ine mcks— four hearts, three dubs 
mid a trick t-uch in the ether two 
suits. Which play do yea choose. 
cr.d why ? 

We would rise with ihc ace of 
clubs and lead the king of diamonds. 
Looking at Q 9 of clubc. It. dummy, ii 
is veiy difficult for Baa: ixj Ij-ad away 
from the king of dubs — aliuuld part- 
ner h-jW the jack. East might be 
aetang up the whole suit : -r declar- 
er. Aj ’Le cards lie, wfaither or not 
East takes the ace of dneurnda iin- 
m-.i'.utwiy. the cantracl :s bum*. 


member*, ol ti:c Australian -*|uad 
to prrs*. for selecfioft. 

Lendl defeats Kaoux: In 
Scheuev'Luly. N. Y., top seed Ivan 
I-cndl. showing sparks of the 
brilliance that netted iiiui eight 
Grand Slam titles, defeated Gt:i! 
laumc Raoux of France 7-5, 6-3 
Tuesday in the opening round ol 
the OTB Internationa! Open. 

The match which tar.ted 1 
hour, 36 niisiutc*., teatuieil shun 
rallies between Lendl, who pre- 
fers a patient baseline game, and 
Raoux, who favoui?. the serve- 
and- volley. 

Lendl,' the top seed in the 
tournament, showed he was the 
more patient, winning 75 per cent 
of his first serve points. 

He served nine ates. six in the 
first set and two in game one 
alone, to Raoux’s five in the 
match. But Lendl dropped a key 
came in the second set with back- 
to-back double-faults. ' 

“I haven’t becii playing well 
this summer and I have io im- 
prove quite a bit to have a 
chance" at next week’s U.S. 
Open, said Lendl, who is coming 
off a losing effort against Andre 
Agassi at last week's Volvo Intel - 
national. 

"My immediate goal is to start 
playing a little better," Lendl 
said. 

Becker is upset and complains: In 
Comniae'- New York, second- 
seed Boris Becker lost to Russia's 
unheeded Andrei ChesnokoV, 6- 
4, 3-6, 6-2 in the first round of the 
SKGti,OOt) Waldbaum Hamlet Cup 
Tuesday and ihe German did not 
go quietly into the night. 

Seeker The fourth-ranked ten- 
nis player, was outplayed through 
most of the match as Chcrjiokov, 


(aided 25th, took advantage of 
Ins numerous errors 

“1 had trouble with die unipile 
(Richard Kaufman, U.S.),'' 
Hdker said, "and it isn't the firs! 
tutu r.c had trouble with him. 
There must have been 20 bad 
call!: or. both sides of the net and 
he didn’t have the guts to over- 
rule one of them." 

Becker said hr also asked the 
tournament director to allow- him 
to withdraw from the tournament 
List Friday but war. refused. 

"I was tired and knew J 
wouldn't be 100 per cent if I 
played here. I asked them to use 
the wild card they gave me for 
someone else.” 

Tournament director Wendy 
Parr said: "Becker asked for a 
wild card entry three weeks ago 
and wc advertised him being 
here. He asked to withdraw lasl 
Friday, the day wc were making 
the draw. We couldn't do tiiat al 
the last minute." 

I-ifth-rA-eded Michael Chang of 
the United States fought off 
Christian Ruud of Norway, 5-7. 
6-3. 7-5. 

In the aitemoon matches un- 
heeded Aruaud Boetsch uf 
France upstt sixth seeded Petr 
Korda of Czechoslovakia, the 
tumamcni defender while top- 
seeded Stefan Edberg of Sweden 
and fourth-seeded Mii-liac! Stick 
of Germany advanced. 

Edba e ’.. ranked third in the 
world, started a final week of 
prepar.il mu lor defence of ha. 
U.S. Open next week, by whip- 
ping American Brad Gilbert, 6-3, 
6 - 0 . 

Stich, itill seeking a hardcourt 
title this year, rallied for his 
victory. 


New charges 

in France’s 
soccer scandal 

PARIS (Ri — Valeneicnees club 
Chairman Msehe! Coeticas re- 
ifictcd Tuesday charges by -ane of 
his former players that he was 
invulved in a soccer bribery scan- 
dal centering on European cham- 
pions Marseille. 

Former Valenciennes player 
Jorge BurrucbJgJ has accused 
Cuencas of silencing an alleged 
bribery by Marseille and use it to 
try force the European cham- 
pions to settle for a draw. 

Buxruchaga’s accusations came 
three day; *" before the French 
Football League was due to 
announce possible sanctions in 
the scandal, which has made 
headlines in the French press 
through the summer. 

Burruchagj, a former Argen- 
tine World Cup star, is under 
investigation with two other 
Valenciennes players suspected 
of rakmg muney from Marseille 
to play poorly and lose the match- 
on May 26. 

in a Buenos Aires interview 
with the French magazine 
rnn.T-k«:lhall published Tues- 
day. Burruchasa said Valencien- 
nes officials knew of the bribers 
before the match. 

■•TOey prefenrd to wait and 
see how events developed to use 
them :<« the best of their interests. 
The tumour has u that Valencien- 
nes orlici.ils later :ned to negoti- 
ate a dcsiv in return for their 
.-ilence,” he said. 

A win virtually ensured 
Marseille !he:i fifth consecutive 
Ira cur title. A draw cou!d have 
iiu'iuVtl Va'cneiennes rrlegauc.n 
to second dirision . Marseille won 
the A^mc 2-! 

“Burruchaga's accusations 
don’t bother :ne. If anyone has 
proven he was dishonest, it is 
he." Corneas told Reuters. 

T told (Buruchaga) that the 
only clean people in (his affair are 
the Valenciennes cfficials." he 
said. 

Adding new twists to the com- 
plex case. Burruchaga said Coen- 
cas phoned him late in June in 
Argentina to announce that a 
visitor would brief him on the 
case on behalf of both Valencien- 
nes and Marseille. 

He said be later had a phone 
call from a person, whom he 
declined to identify, claiming to 
speak on behalf [pf. Marseille 
chairman and former minister 
Bernard Tapje and told him what 
version of the scandal to give the 
judge investigating the case. 

This alleged version would 
have cleared' Jean-Pierre Bernes. 
Tapie’s right-hand man who is 
under investigation. 


Inter hope Dutch magic 
can work for them 


ROME (AFP) — Intcmanonale 
have gone Dutch in the hope of 
finally breaking AC Milan's 
domination of the Italian football 
championship. 

The signing of Dennis Bcrg- 
kamp and Wim Jonk from Ajax 
Amsterdam represented the Serie 
A's most significant change in 
personnel during a recession- 
dampened summer of transfer 
activity. 

And coinciding os it did with 
the departure of two out of three 
of Milan's own Dutch stars, the 
arrival of Jonk and Bergkamp at 
the San Siro Stadium the two 
clubs share, has served to under- 
line that the title race which starts 
on Sunday will be one of the most 
open in years. 

Juventus, Parma, Sampdoria 
and Lazio are al! hoping they can 
lake capitalise as Fabio Capcllo 
seeks to rebuild hrs team without 
iLs lynchpin, Frank Rijkaard. or 
the inspirational qualiries of 
Ruud Gullit. 

Rijkaard is back in Holland 
with Ajax — already filling 
Jonk’s old boots to great effect. 
Gullit was unwilling to take a 
pay-cut and has teamed up with 
England captain David Platt at 
Sampdoria. 

Milan, champions for the last 
two seasons, retain a formidable 
playing staff, bolstered by the 
arrival on loan of Denmark's 
Euro ’92 hero Brian Laudrup and 
Romanian striker Florin Rodu- 
cioiu from relegated Fioreniina 
and Brescia. 

But they will start the season 
without Marco Van Basten. re- 
covering from ankle surgery until 
at least November, and interna- 
tional winger Gianluigi Lemini, 
who nearly died in a car accident 
last month. 

Capello will also have to work 
out what went wrong at the end 
of last season when his team came 





Marco Van Basten 


Paul Gascoigne 

as dose as possible to throwing 
away a seemingly unassailable 
lead in the championship. 

Only one of their last 12 league 
matches was won and although 
they held on to scrape the title, 
another mediocre performance 
saw the European Cup slip from 
their grasp. 

If, as some suggest, most of rhe 
problems stem from the waning 
powers of the once-masterly 
sweeper Franco Baresi, now 33, 
then Milan fans may have to get 
used to being second best. 

For without Rijkaard patroll- 
ing the midfield, the club’s de- 
fence will be more exposed than 
ever. 

Capello readily admits, the 
severity of losing a player he 
described as the club's most con- 
sistently effective since he took 
over from Arrigo Sacchi. 

"That is my biggest regret." he 
said. *'I tried hard to persuade 
him to stay but there was nothing 
I could do.” 

Despite Parma’s impressive 
end-of-season run and Cup Win- 
ners Cup triumph and the poten- 
tial of Lazio, Capello still sees 
Inter and Juventus as the prindp- 
al obstacles in the way of a third 
consecutive title. 

“They are out traditional rivals 
and they are still a class above 
Sampdoria and Lazio, who every- 
body has been talking about." 

Without a single big-name sign- 
ing, it was a strange summer for 
Juvenrus. With the dub’s owners. 
Fiat, preparing to lay off 
thousands of car workers, it 
would not have been finandally 
or morally appropriate. 

But Giovanni Trapanoni’s side 
— which managed to win the 
UEFA Cup in a "disappointing" 



Dennis Bergkamp 

term — was the equal of Milan 
for the first and la*: thirds of last 
season, and with a more settled 
atmosphere could realise its 
potential. 

Trapanoni is expecting great 
things of Germany's Adnreos 
Mollcr new tha; he is no longer 
competing for his place with 
Plan. 

The Croatian Zoran Ban 
should help sharpen the attack 
and any team that includes the 
imagination of Roberto Baggio 
should not want for chances. 

A cash shortage has also furth- 
er weakened Torino, who could 
not entice Enzo Sdfo. their mid- 
field piaymaker. to stay. He is 
now with Monaco and veteran 
Uruguayan Enzo Francescoli 
looks a poor substitute. 


CORRECTION 

In the ad that appeared 
yesterday in this page lor the 
rent of tv n fiats the telephone 
number tfr !d have read 

624730. 


DUTY UNPAID CAR REQUIRED 

Jeep Cherokee, new model, automatic transmis- 
sion, duty unpaid. 

Tel.: 608403 


G.C.E* A-LEVELS 

The Abdul Hamid Sharaf School 

is ottering the following A-Level courses ior 1993/94, 
in addition to its regular O -Level programme: 

• Mathematics • Biology * Arabic language. 

☆ We are accepting qualified students 

☆ We have excellent teachers and our fees are reason- 
able. 

Tel.: 814183 - 824623 — - Swetfiyeh 


FOR SALE 

VOLVO 760 GLE. 1983 model. 
Full options Duty unpaid 

Price: U.S.D 4000 

Tel: 828911-628912 



CHga Sokolova, Swctlana Rubeukova, Aleksandrs Kolia&eva and 
Valentina PoUumuva of Russia on their way to a gold medal in the 
women's 50km team time trial at the World Cycling Cham- 
pionships (AFP photo) 


FDR RENT IN SHMEISAN1 

A fully furnished ground floor of one/two bedrooms with a 
we!:-kepr garden in a quiet residential area is now 
available Long, medium and short term renrs are 
accepted. 

Please call Sam at 665804, 668464 

Microwave and video are also for sale. 


FOR RENT 

Luxury 3-bedroom fully-furnished apartment. 
With telephone. 

Location: 4th Circle, J. Amman. 

Call: 684803 


NEW DELUXE VILLA FOR RENT 

306 M 2 . Consisting of 4 bedrooms, pacious salon, living 
and dining rooms, modern kitchen. 4 bathrooms and 
garden. 

Location: Dir Ghibar 

Call: Walld, tel- 810295 


FOR RENT 

First floor house, furnished, suitable for an embassy located in 
Jabal Amman, Fourth Circle, the embassies district, near the 
Kuwaiti embassy. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, one 
maid room, study, main hall open to a dining hall, with access to 
a spacious veranda. Overlooking a garden, with a sitting hall 
with access to a spacious veranda and overlooking a garden; 
kitchen with access to a veranda overlooking a garden, separate 
garage, separate entrance, big garden. 

Those Interested please call tel. 676885 
from 10 a.m. until 7 p.m^ for three days. 

Note: to embassies and families that contacted us. We will rent to 
the highest bidders within two days. 


THEY'R ALL HAPPY HOURS 




BAKR ARAFAT, organist , 
makes all your hours HAPPY 
ONES when you listen to his 

Jazz , Samba , Salsa 
and Rock Music... 

8-11 p.m. every night 
at the GALAXY BAR of the 

SAN ROCK HOTEL 

5-8 p.m will flash by when you listen to 
our pianist at the lobby . 

Ahlati Wa Sahlart 
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Last Astioa Her© 

Shows: 12:JW. v30. 6:15. S:30. 10:70 

■^mtea’isa Shikabika 

Arabic 

Sho*«: 12:33. 3:15. MJU, r:l5, 10:15 


Ooema 


Tel.: 699238 


plaza 



Adel Imam 
in 

Wad Sayyed Al Shagstsl 

play 

(Arabic) 

Show.,; 12:30, 3:30. 6;0I), R:3U 


Cinema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Franky and Jany 

Show.: 12:30, .?:3tl./i.f5, K;30. 10:30 

On Thursday and Friday special show tor 
children al 1 1 a.m a festival of cartoons. 


TeL: 675571 


NaMK Al Mashhri 


presents a play entitled: 

Af !!m Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajfef. 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomaii 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold all day 


Nabil & Hisham’s ™- : 625155 

AN LAN THEATRE 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

Arab Summit 
Conference 














Lebanon rejects Israeli 


conditions for peace treaty 


Combtesd agency dispatches 


BEIRUT — Lebanon Wednes- 
day rejected Israel's conditions 
ror withdrawing Israeli forces 
from South Lebanon, saying the 
proposals were at odds with the 
principle of peace talks. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabtn said Israel was willing to 
withdraw and sign a peace treaty 
if Beirut sent its army to the 
border and disarmed resistance 
fighters so peace prevailed for six 
to nine months. 

An Israeli official said Mr. 
Rabin told a parliament commit- 
tee on Tuesday another condition 
was that a 3,000-strong Israeli- 
backed militia be integrated into 
the Lebanese army. 

“His position is that if the 
Lebanese army will... deploy for- 
cese along the security zone, dis- 
arm Hizbollah and thus there will 
be no terrorist activity for a dura- 
tion of six to nine months — 
Israel is willing not only to with- 
draw its forces but to sign a peace 
treaty" the official said. 

“A third condition is that the 
SLA be integrated into the Leba- 
non army." he added. 

“We think Mr. Rabin's state- 
ment is a negative statement," 
Lebanese Foreign Minister Fan's 
Bouez told reporters, comparing 
the conditions with principles at 
the start of peace talks in Madrid 
in 199 1. 


“If this talk is serious we think 
it is a dear retreat from the basis 
of the Madrid conference and a 
retreat from earlier ideas linked 
to the atmosphere of the next 
round (of talks)." 

Asked if the government would 
disarm Hizbollah (Party of God) 
guerrillas fighting to force Israeli 
troops out of South Lebanon, 
Mr. Bouez said: 


“As as long as there is an 
Israeli occupation of Lebanese 
land resistance remains a right to 
all sons of Lebanon.” 

The government says it will 
disarm Hizbollah and guerrilla 
attacks will cease once Israeli 
troops withdraw from the south. 

Mr. Bouez said Lebanon had 
expected some possibility of 
progress at the peace talks in 
Washington but Mr. Rabin's 
statement contradicted fixed 
principles and what was already 
agreed on. 

He reiterated that Beirut 
would only agree to a joint milit- 
ary committee with Israel to sche- 
dule the withdrawal. 


An estimated 1,000 Israeli 
troops and the Israeli-backed 
South Lebanon Army militia 
holds the 15-kilometre deep 
“security zone,” set up in 1985 to 
stop attacks on north Israel. 

Israel has vowed to avenge the 
killing by Hizbollah of nine sol- 
diers in the zone last Thursday, 


the bloodiest Israeli toll in a 
single day among its troops there 
since 1985. 

A week-long Israeli blitz on die 
south was launched after the kill- 
ing of seven soldiers last month. 

About 150 people were killed, 
more than 600 wounded and 
300,000 fled their homes. 

Israeli officials said AFP that 
Rabin made the conditional with- 
drawal proposal during U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher's tour of the Middle East 
last month. 

“If these conditions are met, 
not only are we prepared to abide 
by (U.N.) Security Council Re- 
solution 425 but also to sign a 
peace treaty with Lebanon," Mr. 
Rabin was quoted as telling Mr. 
Christopher. 

The resolution, dating back to 
March 1978, calls for Israel’s un- 
conditional withdrawal from 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Rabin charged Monday 
that Syria and the United Nations 
had earlier this month prevented 
a large contingent of Lebanese 
troops from moving into South 
Lebanon to curb anti-Israeli 
attacks. 

Lebanese Labour Minister 
Abdul ah Al Amin said Wednes- 
day that Israel planned to launch 
a new assault and warned that a 
confrontation with Syria in Leba- 
non would destroy the Middle 
East peace process. 


U.N. aid U.N. team in Iraq to 


MOSTAR, Bosnia (Agencies) — 
A U.N. emergency aid convoy 
reached the embattled Bosnian 
dry of Mas tar Wednesday night 
and began unloading food and 
medical supplies, a ”U.N. relief 
spokeswoman said. 

The 27-trucfc relief column pul- 
led into the Croat-held general 
sector of Mostar a: 1800 GMT 
after being blocked for hour? on 
access ro&i* to the city by Croat 
civilian protesters. U.N. refugee 
agency spokeswoman Alcmka 
L'isir.ski said. 

She told Reuters eight of the 
relief trucks promptly began un- 
leaded their cargo while the other 
19 headed for the Croat-besieged 
east side of Mostar where 55.000 
people have been traoped in a 
devastated ghetto for three 
months. 

Muslim military sources had 
reported earlier that efforts to get 
the convoy into Mostar on 
Wednesday ‘ had been cancelled 
because hundreds of women and 
children protesters were barring 
the way in Citluk. 20 kilometres 
west of its destination. But the 
convoy later resumed its journey 
again. 

The convoy has been plagued 
by delays since it crossed into 
Bosnia this week, hoping to reach 
some 55.000 Muslims trapped on 
the besieged east bank of Mostar. 
Bosnian Croat army officers had 
agreed to allow the convoy in 
after protracted negotiations in- 
volving the return of soldiers’ 
bodies. 

In other developments: 

— The "parliaments” of the 
three warring factions in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina will meet Friday and 
Saturday to consider partition of 
the country, but ratification of 
the plan may be a difficult pro- 
cess, according to observers. 

The leaders cf the Muslim, 
Serb and Croat factions have 
until Aug. 30 to report in Geneva 
on their communities' attitude to 
ill? latest peace plan which 
forsees -he breakup of Bosnia 
into three republics with lose 
federative links. 

The Bosnian Serb parliament, 
headed by Radovan Karadzic, is 
to meet "Friday in Pale, near 
Sarajevo, to consider the plan. 

The mostly Muslim Bosnian 
parliament is to meet in Sarajevo 
on the same day, while Bosnian 
Croats are to meet Saturday, in 
Grade, near Dubrovnik on the 
Adriatic coast. 

— Washington's failure to ex- 
plicitly support the latest peace 
p'lr, for Bcsr.ia-Kerzegovina 
co'-ivi lead to a rejection of the 
proposal by the Muslim-led gov- 
ernment, diplomats and leading 
U.N. officials say. 

Several months ago, Washing- 
ton offered a similar view on the 
Vance-Owen peace plan, which 
was rejected by the self-styled 
Bosnian Serb parliament. 

— Bosnian representative 
Mohammad Sacirbey lashed the 
international community for its 
“passivity* 4 in allowing “geno- 
cide" in the former Yugoslav 
republic as a hearing before the 
international court of justice got 
under way in the Hague. 

■vir. Sacirbey, Bosnia’s perma- 

r,t ambassador to the United 
Nations, also blamed Western 
nations, including those on the 
U.N. Security Council, for main- 
taining an arms embargo on the 
country, thereby denying Bos- 
nian Muslims their “right to self- 
defence.” 


monitor missile tests 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Three U.N. experts arrived in 
Baghdad Wednesday to monitor 
missile tests as part of a stopgap 
agreement that ended Iraq's 
latest standoff with the Security 
Council. 

“We are here to continue 
monitoring missile tests." team 
leader Guy Martelle, an Amer- 
ican. told reporters on arrival. 

Mr. Martelle said he and two 
British missile experts who make 
up the team would stay in Iraq 
“as long as needed." 

Earlier this month. U.N. in- 
spectors scrapping Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
under the terms of the 1991 Gulf 
war ceasefire installed six moni- 
toring cameras at Al Rafah and 
A1 Yawm AI Azim. two test sites 
close to Baghdad. 

A standoff over the cameras in 
July broght U.S. threats of fresh 
military action against Iraq. 

But. in line with the interim 
agreement resolving the standoff, 
the cameras were switched off 
pending the outcome of technical 
talks. 

U.N. and Iraq official* said last 
week they expected talks on fu- 
ture monitoring of Baghdad's 
weapons programme to begin in 
New York on Aug. 31. 

Mr. Martelle’s team is the 62nd 
sent to Baghdad by the U.N. 
Special Commission (UN- 
ESCOM) which is implementing 
the terms of the ceasefire. 

Mr. Martelle expected to meet 


during his stay in Iraq. 

Under the interim arrange- 
ment, the Iraqi government must 
ask for U.N. observation of any 
testing conducted at the Al Rafah 
and Yawm Al Azim missile cen- 


tres. 

The interim agreement was 
readied in July after a lengthy 
standoff between Rolf Ekeus, 
chairman of the U.N. Special 
Commission, and the Iraqis, who 
had refused to allow the installa- 
tion of monitoring cameras. 

The two sites are designed for 
medium and short-range missile 
development. Under the Gulf 
war ceasefire terms. Iraq is prohi- 
bited from developing missiles 
that can travel farther than 150 
kilometres. 


The ruling Baath Party news- 
paper Al Thawra said on 
Wednesday Iraq was not going 
simply to offer concessions. 

“Certainly, Iraq goes... not to 
offer concessions to the aggres- 
sors,” it said in a commentary. 
Iraq wanted “to snatch one of its 


legitimate rights,” it added, in 
reference to Baghdad’s demand 


reference to Baghdad's demand 
for the sanctions against it to be 
lifted. 


Iraqi demands indude, the lift- 
s' of the embargo, respect of 


his Iraqi counterparts later 
Wednesday “to map out exactly 


what we are going to do.” 

He said his monitoring tasks 
would not be confined to certain 
locations in Iraq. “We are going 
to wherever the missile tests 
occur.'* 

Asked whether he had been 
notified in advance by Iraq of any 
impending missile tests, be said* 
"We expect that there will be 
(tests) and we will monitor them 
as they occur." 

Mr. Martelle said he would 
visit Al Rafah and Al Yawm Al 


ing of the embargo, respect of 
Iraq’s sovereignty, an immediate 
end to Western imposed “no-fly” 
zones and a pledge from the 
Security Counril to eliminate 
weapons of mass destruction in 
the whole region. 

Iraq has pledged to disdose the 
secret network of its arms sup- 
pliers but has made clear that 
such concessions on its part will 
only be made if the Security 
Council reviews sanctions. 


Azim and expected the Iraqis to 
cany out tests there. “That's 


where we will go. Sometimes 
tests occur in these locations,” be 
said. 

He said he would also carry out 
any other tasks that would be 
assigned to him by UNESCOM 


Al Thawra warned Iraqis not to 
expect smooth talks. “The 
aggressors.” would make “persis- 
tent attempts to distort facts and 
create crises," it said. 

The Iraqi delegation would 
“calculate its steps in an accurate 
manner" and provide figures, 
•facts and evidence on Baghdad's 
compliance with ceasefire resolu- 
tions, it added. 

Baghdad says it has honoured 
most if not all of its ceasefire 
obligations and demands that the 
Security Council allow its embar- 
goed oil to flow to market freely. 

U.N. weapons experts say it is 
far from full compliance. 



Israelis 



move into 
new Golan 
settlements 


settlements 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM ana ** 

(Agencies) — Two dozen Israelis N£W y 0 RK (R) — The 
moved into a new settlement on ^ York, estranged wffe £ 
the Golan Wednesday, the first Britain ’ S Prince Andrew, says 
since Prime Minister Yitzhak wen t into therapy after photos 2 
Rabin voiced readiness to pull . sun bathing tppless and . 
out of part pf the Heights a year a U.S. businessman . 


A week before start of the next round of Middle 
East peace talks, Bor Golan, a new Jewish settle- 
ment erected last week on Israeli occupied Golan 


- nights was Wednesday to electricity 

and water supply. The settlement has seven cara- 
vans where the settlers five (AFP photo) 


King Fahd reportedly poised 
to implement more reforms 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd is expected to imple- 
ment more political reforms soon 
to follow up his decision to 
appoint a national assembly, di- 
plomats said Wednesday. 

“The king promised citizens to 
move very quickly with appoint- 
ing regional councils," a Western 
diplomat in Riyadh said by tele- 
phone. 

King Fahd was quoted as 
saying on Sunday night: “The 
provisional system will be 
announced soon, and, God will- 
ing, the same level of accuracy 
and good choice will be fol- 
lowed." 

He was referring to four de- 
crees he issued Friday night, in- 
cluding the appointment of 60 
men to a shura ^consultative) 
council which Riyadh promised 
as part of political reforms follow- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war. 

Senior members of the royal 
familv have traditionally control- 
led the country's vast oil wealth, 
its huge foreign assets and its 
political and military affairs. 

The~new counafgjves ordinary 
Saudis a formal say In running the 
kingdom's affairs for the first 
time in its 61-year history. 

The king did not say how the 
provisional system would operate 
but Western diplomats said it was 
expected to be built along a plan 
announced in March. 

King Fahd said then the gov- 
ernment would probably divide 
the kingdom into 14 regions, each 
with its own appointed shura 
council. 


Provincial councils would have 
between 12 and 25 membes, de- 
pending on the size and popula- 
tion of each region. 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 


largest oil producer and exporter, 
is currently divided into four 


is currently divided into four 
administrative provinces. About 
3.5 million of its 17 million 
population are expatriates. 

Western diplomats have wel- 
comed the king’s decision to 
move on political reforms 
although they fall short of West- 
ern concepts of democracy. 

“It is a very big move and a 
very big step,” one'djpkmiat said. 
“It'll be very interesting to watch 
and follow the shura council as ft 
develops in the next few 
months.” 

The king is expected to attend 
the council’s first session winch 
will convene when “administra- 
tive matters” are completed, the 
council’s chief, former Justice 
Minister Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Ibrahim Ben Jnbeir, said last 
week. 

Several diplomats said the 60- 
member shura represented well 
the differnt tribal, religious pro- 
fessional and other sectors of 
Saudi society. 

“Everywhere I’ve been, I 
heard Saudis praise the people 
chosen to the shura. The people 
in general are pleased,” one di- 
plomat said. 

Arab and Western diplomats 
said the new council, which will 
not hold public sessions, included 
five men from the religious estab- 
lishment, 30 holders of docto- 
rates, members of large tribes in 


the kingdom, representatives 
from the.Muslim Shiite minority, 
retired and serving military of- 
ficers and some senior government 
officials. 

The king, who is also prime 
minister, limited the term of the 
cabinet to four years. 


Ambassador attacks reports 


Saudi Arabia Wednesday con- 
demned a New York Times series 
of reports alleging massive finan- 
cial mismanagement and decline 
in its economic position. 

Saudi Ambassador to London 
Ghazi Algosaibi said in a state- 
ment that the reports, which have 
jolted financial markets in the 
Middle East, were inaccurate and 
did not present a true picture of 
the Saudi economy. 

“The reports I read in the press 
are full of inaccuracies and they 
do not represent a true picture of 
^e, Saudi economy," Mr. Aigo- 
saioi said in a statement sent to 
Reciters. 


Mr. Algosaibi offered a list of 
10 economic indicators including 
o3 sector growth, gross domestic 
output and banking activity which 
he said the stories neglected. 

In two articles published on 
Sunday and Monday the New 
York Times said Saudi Arabia 
had spent much of its oil wealth 
on unrestrained spending, huge 
military purchases and irregular 
banking practices — severely run- 
ning down its reserves. 

Kmg Fahd denounced the re- 
ports as a “smear campaign.” 


since Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin voiced readiness to pull 
out of part pf the Heights a year 
ago, settlers said. 

“It’s a holiday for the Golan 
plateau today: A new settlement 
is born,” said Eli Maika, chair- 
man of the Golan settlement 
committee. 

“Dor (generation) Golan is our 
answer to Rabin,” he said. “It’s a 
message to our. government, to 
(Syrian President Hafez) Al 
Assad and to all the Israeli peo- 
ple,” Mr. Maika said. 

Fourteen bachelors and four 
families set up home in seven 
caravans at the rite after they 
were hooked up to water, elec- 
tricity and sewage services. 

The Defence Ministry 
announced that “Dor Golan” was 
not illegal since the mobile homes 
were placed inside the boundaries 
of an existing settlement called 
Shaal and thereby did not require 
a permit. 

More than 12,000 Israelis have 
settled on the strategic Heights 
since Israel seized them from 
Syria in 1967 and brought them 
under Israeli law in 1981. 

Mr. Rabin is prepared to with- 
draw from part of the settlement 
in exchange for total peace with 
Syria which demands a total pull- 
out. 

On Aug. 18 the media reported 
the mobile homes had been set 
up. Despite the settlers' publicly 
stated intention that the site 
would eventually.be declared a 
new settlement, authorities 
allowed die str u ct u res to remain 
in place. 

In July police stopped settlers 
from hauling five disguised 
mobile homes to the Golan to 
start a new settlement. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s spokesman Odeo Ben- 
Ami said: “All 1 can tell you is 
that there is no approval from any 
government agencies to build a 
new settlement 'on the Golan 
Heights.” He refused to elabo- 
rate. 

Jewish settlers have been wag- 
ing a campaign against posable 
withdrawal from the area. 

Israel and Syria have been stal- 
led oyer a land-for-peace deal at 
21 -month-old Middle East peace 
talks. 

Mr. Rabin said Tuesday that 
Israel would not withdraw fully 
from the Golan Heights, even in 
exchange for peace with Syria. 

Asked before the parliamen- 
tary foreign affairs and defence 
committee whether he was 
prepared to pnU out of the entire 
Golan in exchange for peace, Mr. 
Rabin said: “No.” 

“In exchange for total peace 
with Syria, I am ready for a total 
withdrawal on the Golan but not 
from tiie Golan,” Mr. Rabin said. 


appeared in newspapers around 

the world a year ago. The ***- . 
ess, speaking in a televison inter- _ 
view on First Person With Maria 
Shriver, said she was proud of the 
fact that she had sought profes- 
sional help. “I go to therapy, and 
Fm very proud of that. I love- 
when people say to me. Woo- 
admit yon go to therapy? I 
‘yeah, of course I do.* I do- two 
hours a week,” she said in the 
interview scheduled to be broad- - 
cast on the NBC Network Thins- - 
day. The duchess, the former . 
Sarah Ferguson, separated last 
March from Prince Andrew, 
brother of heir to the British- 
throne Prince Charles. Prince- ■ 
Andrew and Sarah, who is widely • 
known as Fergie, are both 33 and 
were married in 1986. She said 
the sessions started just after the 
photos were published in August 
3992 of her topless and embracing 
U.S. executive John Bryan at*: - 
viffa swimming pool near St: 
Tropez in southern France. Ste ; - 
said she was annoyed by critidsm. 
that her children were with her at 
the time. “I would not have done 
any thin g which is going to jeopar- 
dise their happiness. And 
Andrew was fully aware that 

. ■ vl w 


John was with me on that trip,” 
she said. She also said the fre- 


sbe said. She also said the fre- 
quent separations from Prince 
Andrew, a navy officer, put a 
strain on her marriage. She calcu- 
lated they were together 42 days 
in the first year they were mar- 
ried. She said despite all the 
turmoil, she still loves the royal 
family. “I won’t say a word about 
them, because I love them. 
They’re my family,” she said. 
“They were very kind to me and 
very tolerant and very patient 
And HI always protect them.*'' 


Rodney King sent 
for treatment 


‘Arafat agreed to Gaza first in exchange for $700m 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — Rod- 
ney King was charged with 
drunken driving and sent to a 
treafnifcnt programme for alcdho- 
lidL m SfF. Kmg has had four 
brushes with the law since his - . 
1991 videotaped beating by fora 
police officers who pulled him 
over for speeding . sparked a 
national outcry. On Saturday; 

I Mr. King was arrested after wit- 
nesses said he crashed his car i nfo 
a wall and he was found to have a 
blood alcohol level over the legal 
limit. The 28-year-old faces up to 
six months in jail for the- latest 
charges, but he is currently free 
on parole for a 1990 aimed rob- 
bery conviction. He has been 
ordered to spend at least 60 days 
in a residential treatment prog- 
ramme and is subject to arrest if • 
he leaves the centre. 


YASSER ARAFAT agreed to 
the Gaza/Jericho-first proposal 
after being promised $700 million 
by the U.S., Japan, and a consor- 
tium of European countries, 
according to Nayef Hawatmeh, 
head of the rejectionist Democra- 
tic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

Hie London-based, Saudi own- 
ed Asharq Al Awsat, which inter- 
viewed Hawatmeh in Damascus, 
also quoted Abbas Zaki, a mem- 
ber of Fatah’s central committee, 
as saying that the PLO was 
scrambling to cover debts totall- 
ing S325 million. 

Speaking from Amman. Zaki 
said ‘Arafat is attempting to res- 
tore the PLO's financial balance 
by selling off its holdings and 
properties, including investments 
in land and buildings it had ac- 
quired for use as “embassies.” 


Hawatmeh charged Arafat 
with responsibility for the “col- 
lapse of Palestinian institutions,” 
and said “a large number” of 
PLO executive committee mem- 
bers are now considering a collec- 
tive resignation to protest the 
financial mismanagement and 
Arafat’s monopoly on policy- 
making. 

Two senior PLO veterans. 
Paris-based poet Mahmoud Dar- 
wish and PLO representative in 
Lebanon Shafik Hout, sent poli- 
tical tremors through he Palesti- 
nian world when they resigned 
from the executive committee 
this month. 

A mass resignation is consi- 
dered likely to seriously threaten 
Arafat's leadership and, in the 
absence of any clear fine of suc- 
cession, to throw the PLO into a 
state of confusion. 


In an interview with Al Hayat, 
another London-based Arabic 
daily, Hout allnded to corruption 
within the PLO. 


Singer faces 


Noting that the Palestine 
National Fund had not met for 
the -past two years, he said its 
president had been kept “out of 
sight” since his appointment and 
“has not said a word about the 
PLO's financial collapse.” 

Hoot said the Palestinians are 
“approaching the stage of (mak- 
ing) derisions of destiny,” and he 
could “no longer accept responsi- 
bility for decisions issued in our 
name without our knowledge. 

“The clever statements we hear 
from Arafat’s so-called advisers 
and their attempt to create confu- 
sion between tactics and strategy 
do not fool anyone anymore,*' he 
said. 


“Like the rest of our people, drunken driving 

we have come to sense the dan- charnt* 
gers posed by the policies of risk 

executive committee.” D f ave . r ^ beeo 

While bitterly critical of the dninkendnvmg fol- 

Palestinian leadership, Hout ex- frTrtl? ^^ rr ^ st at weekend. g 
pressed confidence that the PLO t 5£T5. ^ rCSOrt of ■ . • 

would survive to achieve its goals A 

— “the establishment of an Lie- m 9 ITU ?S 

pendent Palestinian state and the i n JrX saw him weaving m his 


— “foe establishment of an inde- 
pendent Palestinian state and the 
closure of foe refugee file with 
the return of all the refugees to 
their free, sovereign country.” 
Darwish has not spoken of his 
reasons for resigning, but AJ- 
Hayat quoted informed Palesti- 
nian sources as saying he ob- 
jected to the Gaza/Jericho-first 
decision because he believes it 
will block the transfer of power to 
the Palestinians in all of the terri- 
tories — The Jerusalem Post 


Arafat, assailed on all sides, plays his hand out to the last 


By Ed Blanche 

The Associated Press 


NICOSIA — Yasser Arafat 
has wriggled his way out of 
more crises than he can count 
during the last quarter- 
century. But as Middle East 


peace talks bog down, he is 
now under attack from his own 


now under attack from his own 
people and seems to be looking 
to his Israeli foes to rescue 
him. 

In recent days, criticism 
from within foe Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
of Mr. Arafat’s peace talks 
strategy and his high-handed 
style of Ieadership,ca bone of .. 
contention.' for yeats; 
reached unprecedented tetfdsr^ 

On Tuesday, one of his 
military commanders publicly 
told him to resign. In the last 
week, two highly respected 
members of the movement's 
ruling Executive Committee 
have resigned and insideis say 
more may follow. 


The PLO chairman has 

g uarreiled fiercely with the 
alestinian delegates negotiat- 
ing with Israel. 

On Thursday, the 18- 
member Executive Committee 
is scheduled to meet in Tunis, 
where foe PLO leadership in 
exile has its headquarters, to 
discuss the crisis. 

It seems certain to be a 
stormy session. The outcome 
could well have a major impac- 
in foe U.S.-sponsored peace 
talks due to resume in 
Washington Aug. 31. 

After 21 months of largely 
fruitless negotiations, the 
Ba lasfe iians have precious lit- 
.'Aa for A bw for the concessions 
tflgy^fkve had to make under 
U.S. pressure. On the other 
hand, Syria and Jordan appear 
to be making some headway. 

In foe peace talks, pressure 
has been building on Mr. Ara- 
fat since he accepted a formula 
saying that foe basis for nego- 
tiations would be an interim 


penua of limited self-rule for 
the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip! not the 
independent state the Palesti- 
nians want. 

This has alienated many of 
the Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, who have been 
waging an uprising against 
Israeli rule since December 
1987. That, in turn, has bol- 
stered Muslim fundamentalists 
who oppose the peace process. 

In the face of Israeli stonew- 
alling, Mr. Arafat has had to 
make concessions just to stay 
in the game. The more conces- 
sions he’s made, the greater 
the grassroots pressure has 
grown to pull out of the talks. 

These convulsions peaked 
eariier this month when Mr. 
Arafat, without consulting the 
Palestinian negotiating team or 
anyone else outside his coterie 
of advisers, presented propos- 
als which lay the foundation 
for a five-year interim period 
of Palestinian self-rule. 


He seemed to be prepared to 
settle for self-rule initially only 
for foe turbulent Gaza Strip, a 
hotbed of extremism which foe 
Israelis would like to be rid of 
anyway, and the West Bank 
city of Jericho. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- 
mon Peres said in Copenhagen 
on Tuesday: “The Palestinians 
have expressed willingness to 
try autonomy in Gaza first, and 
I think the Israeli government 
is ready to do so*” 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Mr. Arafat’s critics believe 
that m return for settling for 
self-rule initially only for Gaza 
and Jericho, Mr. Arafat hopes 
Israel will recognise the PLO 
as a full negotiating partner. 

That would give him greater 
political clout arid ensure his 
place in history as “Mr. Pales- 
tine,” the embodiment of the 
Palestinian struggle. 


One of Mr. Arafat’s greatest 
problems in recent years bas 
been the emergence of a new 
generation of leaders in foe 
occupied territories who are 
challenging his authority. 

Some Palestinians feel that 
he believes cutting a deal with 
Israel would undercut his chal- 
lengers and perhaps inject 
some life into the peace talks. 

But this risks a violent reac- 
tion from Mr. Arafat's oppo- 
nents. who consider anything 
less than an independent 
sovereign state a betrayal. 

It also risks a backlash from 
hard-line Israelis, who have 
made dear they are prepared 
to fight Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s government if it gives 
an inch to foe Arabs. 

All this leaves Mr. Arafat, 
who has dominated the PLO 
by guile, largesse and muscle 
for foe last 23 years, in a 
precarious position in which he 
must gamble for his survival. 

His dictatorial methods and 


his polides have long been 
OTtidsed. But this has intensi- 
fied since bis support for Iraq 
during its occupation of 
Kuwait drove the oil-rich Gulf 
states to cut off funds and 
plunged the PLO into a finan- 
cial crisis. 

Mr. Arafat has been forced 
to take severe austerity mea- 
sures, including slashing pav- 
ments to hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians in 
refugee camps and foe families 
of slam guerrillas, further 
eroding support. 

All this has rekindled 
accusations of corruption and 
gross mismanagement, as well 
f? demands for more democra- 
tic debate and collective 
aeasion-making. 

PLO officials in Tunis say 
the movement there is de- 
moralised and disheartened as 
never before as Mr. Arafat 
fires large numbers of surff 
while foe movement tears itself 
apart from within. 


1963 Porsche, Aspen Police 
Sergeant Leon Murray said... 
Police said Denver, a long-time 
Aspen resident, politely cooper- 
ated and failed a roadside sobrie- - 
ty test. The 49-year-old Denver; - 
one of the top-selling recor ding 

artists in the United States, is wdi 
nnown for songs such as Rocky . 
Mountain High and Sunshine On - 
My Shoulders. He was arrested, 
and taken to police headquarters, 
where he registered a 0.14 per 
“gf blood-alcohol level, officials , 
saKl. The limit under Colorado 
kw is 0.10 per cent. Denver told . 
police he had been dining and • 
drinking with friends at a res- 
taurant, Sgt. Murray said. De- ' 
nver who has no prior arrest 
record, was released, on Ws oWn 
recognisance . : - 
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